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Satis me vixiſſe arbitrabor, et officium bominis impleſſe, fl labor 


= | meus utilitatem legentibus ad vivendum afferat, quod eſt maxime 
. . . | 

* Laclantius. 

5 * Where ther is prof of tein able u ary ts to fer 

ind the cauſe of virtue and religion, I hope that it will always 

. . to me a ſufficient inducement not to decline the attempt." 

95, | 2 Bolton. 
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and T. Lon eur, in Pater- naſter · Reno, Lon pon, 1737, : 
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0 * treatiſes of x Various kinds avs been pube 
$2, liſhed concerning the Lord's Supper, that it may 
fem unneceſſary and ſuperfluous to add to them. But 
it is to be conſidered, that moſt of them were written 
to explain the nature and defign of that ordinance, and 
to ſuggeſt Jome general directions, relating to an atten- 
dance upon it. There have been few trats publiſhed, 
with an immediate and dire view to furniſh devout 
communicants with proper Subjetts of meditation and 
reflection during, and after, this ſervice, Some de- 
votional pieces relating to it have been publ iſhed, | 
which have been excellent in their kind; eſpecially Mr. 
Grove's. But as they are not founded on particular 
texts of ſeripture, which might bring to mind the prin- 
cipal thoughts Suggeſted in them, it is to be feared, 
that few chriſtians can fo far retain them in memory, 
as to make a proper uſe of them, eſpecial, ly at the 
Lord's Table. Some ſacramental meditations on parti- 
cular texts were publi iſhed by Mr. Flavell. Theſe are 
devout and inftrufive, and have been very ſerviceable 
to — F but they are now ſeldom to be met with ; 

NV⸗iâdwrnßn a ; 


7 and leſs knowing and experienced chriftians. It ſeemed 


iv „ 2 ＋ 4 CE. 
and being long, and branched out into too many Sar: 
ticulars, cannot eafily be retained and recolleaed. 
The great number of ſacrament-books, as they art 
called, and the general regard, which they have met 
with, are an evidence how -de efrrous devout chriſtians 
are to have every aſſiſtance in their attendance upon 
this ordinance and their improvement of it. I have 
heard many ſerious communicants, eſpecially the Young, 
lament the difficulty of fixing their thoughts upon ſome 
topick, ſuitable 1% that ſervice, and adapted to A 
- their devotion and promote their futurt edi fication, 
They are loft in that variety, which the inſtitution it/elf 
Suggeſts, or which are ſuggeſted to them by writers 
upon this ſubjet. Perhaps there is nothing h much 
wanted in this view, as a treatiſe, containing fort 
reflections on ſele texts of ſcripture, which may, in a 
great meaſure, fix the thoughts to one point, and furniſh 
at once materials for devout meditation, and ſome ex- 
amples of it. This may be of Angular uſe to young, 


very defirabls to join hints of inſtruction and pious me- 
 ditntion together; and to ſuggeſt to an attentive reader, 
law other texts and ſubjetts may be turned inta deve- 


tional refletions, reſolutions and addreſſes to GO D.— 
One of theſe di ;ſcourſes or meditations may be read, be- 
fore an approach to the Lerd's Supper, and af terwards 
reviewed with thoſe refletions and advices, which Fol- 
| low it. The leadi ng thoughts may, I hope, be remem- 
bered without much difficulty ; as they naturally ariſe 

| | o 


7 2 * F 4 8 v 
of the text, which. is prefixed to it. Thus, b. a 
egular attendance upon the Lord's. T. able, and the uſe 
pf this and. other helps 1 it may be hoped, that chriſtians 
ill attain a clear, and comprehenſive view of theſe 
weighty and interefling ſentiments, which the inſtitution 
as deſigned ! to JSuggef to the mind. and to impreſs upon 
bt. —This work may be further uſeful to offft. them, 
bow to recolle&t and improve the religious infirudions, 
avhich they receive every Lord's Day From the pulpit, 
and the adareſſis of their own minifters at at the Lord's 
Table; if they will take Pains to remember the princi- 
al heads and thoughts, 5 and reled and meditate upon 
them, in the manner here pointed out. This would be | 
a moſt Suitable exerciſe in their retirements on a Lord's 5 
Day, and be attended wwith ftngular pleaſure and 126 
ing advantage.—Thoſe who have not yet partaken of 
| che Lord's Supper, eſpecially young perſias, may find 
this work ſerviceable to them; by increaſing their ac- 
quaintance with the goſpel diſpenſation „and the grivi- a 
leges and duties of chriſtians ; by raiſing and cheriſhing 
devout affetions in their hearts , and exciting them to 4 
regular and holy converſation, | tt may eſpecially #6 
poſe them to Join in this Jerwice, which ſeems ſo en. 
tial to the character of a di iſciple of Jeſus, and which 
is admirably adapted to promote their ef abliſhment in 
religion y and to afford them thoſe conſolations and hopes þ 
which he hath purchaſed fer, and beftoweth upon „ his 
obedient, 3 confitent 4 tiſciples. — — 1 have a Farther hope, 
that this trad may afford fome infiragies md coxſola- 

tion 


vi 7 R E F 4 C. g. 
| "plow 1 to thoſe, who may be een detained from the 
houſe and table of the Lord, by the hand of provi- 
dence, and particularly by fichneſs or other perſonal af 
fliions, It may chear their ſolitary and painful hours, 
and in ſome meaſure ſupply the want of ordinances. It 


hath in this circumſtance been often uſeful to myſelf, | 
and 1 wiſh and pray, that it may be ſo to my com- 


panions in weakneſs and tribulation, with whom A 
tenderly Jympathiſe. 5 

The judicious chriftian will not JO to IE in 
theſe meditations, the texts illuſtrated and the ſubjetts 
handled, as if thiy were ſermons, They are intended 
- only as ſhort and general hints to affift his devout recol- 


ledion. The plaineft texts have been principally choſan, 


and thoſe which Furniſh ſuch diviſions, as are moſt na- 
| tural and eaſy to be remembered. The different firains 


to be found in them, may ſuit different tafles, and all 


be uſeful, thro) a divine bleſſing, to pious and humble 
' minds, — 1 hope the ſubjects here treated, will appear 
agreeable to the nature and de/ign of the Lord's Supper, 


The” the texts do not directly relate to that infitution, : 
the thoughts which, they Suggeſt, ſeem fuited to it, cal-. 
culated to make an atiendance upon it uſe eful, and pro- 


mote the general edification of the chriſtian in the divine 


life. I have laboured after plainneſi and perſpicui 9 
in theſe meditations, that no pains may be neceſſary 10 


ernderfiand them ; while all is employed, and all little 
enough, to have the heart duly impreſſed with the ſen- 
timents contained in them. ] have alſo fludied brevity, 

N | N that 


1 
8 


227 4 9 
that theſe ſerious perſons „ who have not 3 time at 
command, may ** material: 1 their own Ae 13 
reflection. 

The great 4 which I wiſh * all, ws may | 
peruſe theſe meditations, is, that they may enter into the 
ſpirit of them; and have their underſtandings improved, 


and their hearts warmed and elevated and made better © 


by them. ¶ wiſh to fix on their memory ſuch thoughts, 
as may excite and maintain in their hearts affetions | 
and reſolutions, ſuited to the nature and defign of thi- 
Lord's Supper; and which may eſpecially help them to 
improve it to pradiical purpoſes. Theſe the - ordinance 
was intended and is adapted to effet. Theſe ought al- 
ways to be lept in view in every attendance upon it, 
and in all our religious exerciſes relating to it, May the 
Lord proſper this humble attempt to ſerve the intereſts 
of his church, and promote the edification and comfort ' 
of all, auis may think proper to peruſe it! May we 
all be extremely and conflantly wwatchful, that we give 
10 occafies for that mournful complaint of a judicious, 
lively and ſerious writer; Prayers, faſting and ſa- 
cramentsare oftentimes made uſe of, not to improve us 


in wirtae, but to ſupply the want of it; and to quiet 


the conſcience under the moſt ant prog r 2 
r oeh and Palin EO | 
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GOD, that yo preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, 


e ? 


had Jargely, explained the nature and defign of Chriſ- 
tianity ; eſpecially the goodneſs of God, in calling 
the Gentiles into the fellowſhip of his church, and 


n. making them fellow-heirs with the believing Jews of 


all the privileges and hopes of the goſpel. He be- 


eli- gins this eee 


ce them, in conſequence of theſe their privileges, to 


„e themſelves to Gon. And here, let us attend | 


þ, - rand. * motives by which 


: } 
j : 
ö ] 
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1 ſuch e 1 * 
worde doth. St. | Paul begin the ſecond part 
of his letter to the, Remanc. In the former part, he 
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body is, by. uſaxl figure, put for the whole perſon. 


Es; conſecrated to 


preſented as a living ſacrifice, otherwiſe than Þ it. 1% 
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1. Tas duty which he very affectionately 'beſceches, 
them to practiſe, was er to give 1 e 
on ſelves to the Lord. 

Tua you preſent your bodies to Oo." © 'The 


The ſoul in this ſtate cannot be preſented, otherwiſe 
than as dwelling in a body. Nor can it be truly 

G04 without employing the body for 
him. Nor, on the other hand, can the body be 


animated and actuated by the ſoul. Amother reaſon | 
for the uſe of this expreſſion may be, he had in the 
former part of the epiſtle deſcribed the body as the 
- fource of fin and ſeat of luſt; and the perſons: to 
| whom he wrote, bad, like other heathen, been full 


a 
of vile affeftions, and guilty of ſenſual and finfyl is 
practices. He requires them, therefore, to offer. up if fu 
themſelves to God, to devote their whole err hy ſe 
dis ſervice, This he ſtyles a living ſacniſce. 
Jewiſh facrifices were firſt ſlain and then — p ſe 
God; and the right to the whole 'burnt-offering was 
ianfcrtet to him. Our bodies are not to be ſlain, as pr 
a facrifice to God. Nothing would be more abo- th 
minable in his fight. They are to be preſented a di 
a living ſacrifice. : This intimates that we are net er 
to be content with bodily ae and the external co 
forms of reverence, and devotion; but that our ſouls 11 
are to be conſecrated to Gobp and employed for him. tu 


All the actions of the outward man are to be di- 

2 rected to his. honour by the in- dwelling ſpirit. — They in 
are alſo to be holy ſacrifices; pute and ſpotleſs,” bs ar 

' the beaſts offered in ſacriſice Ander the law were re- w. 

Z 8 to de. The ny ** be "I * when W n 
| it 
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ervice, If fleſhly luſts be mortified ; if we poſſeſs our 
veſſels or bodies in ſanctiſication and honour, uſe them 


The Wi eo worthy purpoſes, and they are the ready'infruments 
on. of the ſoul in that which is good; then they are a 
iſe holy ſacrifice, offered according to the will of Gon, 
ah and employed for him according to che maxims of 
or nis goſpel.— Thus are we to preſent; or 'conſterate, 
be all our powers of body and mind to Gon- This 
„ ſuppoſeth a conviction, that he hach an undoubted, 
ſon i unalienable right to us and our beſt ſervices; to all 
the thoſe faculties and abilities, which he hath given us, 
the BY which he kindly continues to us, and by which we 
to BY are capable of glorifying him. We are to guard 
full againſt every thing that would diſhonour' our 'bodies 
fol BY 2nd unßt them fof the work of Gop; and be care- | 


ſul never to | and abuſe what Kaen and . 
ſecrated to him. Let us conſider, 

2. Tur motives by which he apoſtle eren this 
ſelf-dedication«” © | | 


preferable to all the ritual ſervices and offerings of 
bo- BY the law; to all the carnal ordinances of che Jewiſh 
<a: i diſpenſation. ©' It" is devoting to Gon an intelligent 


not Wl creature, and not 4 beaſt, * The rational powers are 


nal concerned and employed in ſuch a tranſactiom as this. 


im. ture. It is fit in itſelf; what no one, who uſeth bis 


di- reaſon and underſtanding, can deny the equity md 
hey importance of. Can any thing be more reaſonable | 
and becoming, than that thoſe ficulties and powers 


re- which we received from' Gb, and which are bomti- 
den nually es 2 "ain W 
it 2 2 | 


it is conſecrated to Go and faithfully uſed in hie 


Tars, ſaith he, is your reg/enable fir ves: greatly = 


ule BY It is alſo what highly becometh every reaſonable crea- 
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and employed for him? Our bodies and ſpirits are 
his by many claims, and therefore he ought to be 
glorified with them. And nothing can be more ir. 
rational, unbecoming and impious than to alienate 
thaw from. N. Further, he urgeth that thi 
will be acceptable tio GOD., The great end which 
all chriſtians ought to have in view, ſhould be this, 
to be accepted of Gop, and to ſecure his favour, 
Nothing is ſo agreeable to him, as to receive the de- 
vout homage and chearful obedience of his intelli- 
gent creatures. For the righteous Lord doth and 
muſt love righteouſneſs. The Jewiſh ſacrifices were 
acceptable to him, becauſe he appointed them to be 
offered, and preſenting them was caleulated to anſwer 
many valuable. purpoſes. Tho“ there was no intrin- 
ſick excellency in them, Goo was pleaſed with the 
ſincerity and devotion, the repentance and faith, with 
which they were preſented. But nothing is ſo accept. 
able unto him, as when the hole man, which. i 
the work of his hand and which he formed for him. 
ſelf, is. devoted to him, and employed for Rim em- 
ployed to thoſe ends .for which it was formed, and 
"T6 preſerved. Thus Christ's obedience to death i 
. called, * Ka, ſacrifice, and. offering. to. Gop of a ſweet 
. ſmelling ſavour; pleaſing fad. acceptable in his fight 
Once more, — The. apoſtle urgeth the many mercit 
which, we have received from Gov, as à motive j1 
this ſelf-dedication. f beſeech vou, by. the nerciu 
af 60. 75 nd who can. number them? Many 
., mercies he hat beſtowed upon us relating to out 
bodies. He hach made them capable of man) ples 
ſurable ſenſations;  proyided for their neceſſities, and 
e us a variety of objects for their e 
8 „5 
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d delight. He watcheth over them continually by 
ay and night; generally ſecureth their health and 
aſe, and preſerves them from a thouſand dangers. 
ea he hath redeemed them with the blood of his 
Son, made them the habitation of his Spirit, and 
ntends to confer diſtinguiſhed honour and luſtre upon 
hem at the reſurrection. The bleſſings of ſocial life, 
hich the body is the inſtrament .of reliſhing, lay 
1s under additional obligations to preſent them to 
op. But his mercies to our ſouls make the argu- 
ment ſtill more forcible. He hath given us rational 
faculties, immortal powers. He hath made us capa- 
ble of enquiring after him, of knowing and ſerving 
him; capable of taſting that unutterable delight 
which ariſeth from the knowledge, the love and the 
enjoyment of Gop, and the practice of our duty. 
He hath delivered us from the bondage of the cere- 
monial law, and all the coſtly ſacrifices which that 
required, He bath brought us, who onde were afar 
off, nigh to him; into the fellowſhip of his church, 
He hath favoured us with his word and ordinances, 
and granted us the influences of his Spirit. By theſe 
I truſt he hath renewed and ſanctiſied us, and is 
continually ſtrengthening our graces and comforting 
us under the burdens and ſorrows of life. Whatever 
particular ſupports, deliverances and ſpiritual afliſt= 
e 10 ances we have received, they ought in this connection 
rei to be devoutly recollected and acknowledged. All 
lar theſe mercies flow down upon us through the 3 1 
ou in terceſſion and mediation of his Son Jeſus. - What 2 
les conſtellation of mercies is here! How unſearchable 
and the riches of Chriſt! and who can utter or conceive, 
nent what dignity. and —_ Gop hath * for his 
— 5 people 
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People beyond the grave! Be engaged then, 0 

* my ſon), by all theſe mercies, to comply with the 

* apoſtle's affectionate intreaty, and yield thyſelf to 
© Gop. I come to this ordinance - to view, to cele- 
© brate and adore, that mercy of mercies, Jeſus 
_ © Chriſt; to reflect upon the wonders of redeeming 
: love; to ſhow forth the death of Chriſt, by which 

my body and ſoul are redeemed ; to remember the 
* covenant he ſealed with his blood; to profeſs , my- 
« felf.his diſciple and under, the greateſt obligations 
*/ to live to him. And while I contemplate the death 
_ © of Chriſt, the greateſt mercy ever ſhewn to guilty 

* men, and adore the Father for his unſpeakable 
© gift, I would preſent my ſoul. and body to him 
s a heartily, entirely and for aver. 1 5 


03 
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| Wy 150 ; preſenting our bodies ach ſouls As! 
_ Hving ſacrifices, holy and acceptable unto Gop. Let 
us often remind ourſelves of this tranſaction. Let us 
never forget it: never retract what we have done 
with ſo much ſolemnity and pleaſure. Inſtead of be 
ing willing to be releaſed from our engagements to 
the Lord, let us remember them with thankfulneſs 
and act conſiſtently with them. In order to that, 
let me exhort you, as the apoſtle doth the Romans 
- (in the verſe following his intreaty, which we have- 
been conſidering) that ye © be not conformed to this 
world. Have nothing to do with thoſe fins, which 
vou have renounced and expreſſed your abhorrenee 
of. Be not conformed to any of the evil cuſtoms and 
practices of a wicked world, from which you profeſs 
eee e E move 
you 


— — 
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ou from your ſtedfaſtneſs, or abate that zeal and 

u the ervency in Gop's ſervice, which he requires of you; 
If to hich. is ſo- reaſonable in itſelf. and will be attended 
cele. ith ſuch happy effects. Let the world act as it 
ſeſus Hill; do you endeavour to be ſingularly pious, pure, 
ning ober and benevolent, whatever cenſures or ſneers you 
hich {Wſnay meet with from it. Remember that they who 


neglet God, who are ungrateful for his mercies, 
ho diſhonour their bodies, and debaſe and i injure 
heir ſouls, are the moſt irrational creatures, that 
can be, They forfeit the choiceſt good, loſe the no- 
leſt pleaſure, and fink both body and ſoul into hell. 


cloſe and ſerious ſurvey of his mercies, and all that 
goodneſs which hath followed you all your days. 
Eſpecially think daily on that aſtoniſhing mercy, 
which you have received in and by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thus you will be aſhamed to act an ungratefu}, 


5 diſingenuous part, and diſpleaſe that Gop, to whom 
as bou are infinitely obliged. Let your fervent prayers 
__ be daily directed to the father of mercies, that he 


would * ſanRify you wholly, and that your whole 
ſpirit, ſoul, .and bedy may be preſerved blameleſs to 
the coming of Chriſt.” And may this and every other 
+, religious ſervice prepare us to meet that awful day, 
not only with (pers, but with * 1 
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To confirm your reſolutions for God, often take a 


— 
— 


7 4 F 
0: 1 
19 
[ 7 ; 
Þ! 
A | 
' 
5 
W $i; 
| | 
7 
$37.0 
4 
1 
14 


iN 
1 
j 
qt 


—— 
— — 


n 


from ſin and death, and that advancement to eternal 
glory, which moſt properly deſerveth the name of 
alvation. His next deſire is, to have ſome comfort · 


he may pertinently uſe this petition of David ; eſpe: 


viour on which his hopes are principally founded, 
No doubt the Pſalmiſt here refers (as the whole pſalm 


_ dangers, and that he ſhould not fall by his enemies, 
tho' he was in continual danger from them and fear 


| tereſt depending than this of David; even the ſal- 
vation of our ſouls: Their deliverance from fin and 
its dreadful effects, and from the powers of darkneſs; 

and their being raiſed to perfect and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs in heaven. Now Gop hath promiſed that he 
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| | Poa xxxv. ” 


—— Say unto my foul, 7 am th Salvation, WT 


TT is - the great and governing deſire of every 
ſincere chriſtian to be intereſted in, and entitled 
to, the ſalvation of Gop; or that final deliverance 


able evidence that he is entitled to it. In that view 
cially when he commemorates the death of his Sa: 
ſhows) to the danger he was in from Saul and his 
adherents. And it expreſſeth his deſire, that be 


might have ſome comfortable aſſurance in his own 
mind, that Gop would deliver him out of all his 


of them. 


We, my Brethren, have a greater in- 


will 


"mn 
4 


3 
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inn be the ſalvation of all fincere chriſtians. Vet 
nen they perceive their own weakneſs, the tempta- 
ions of ſatan, and the treacherous party within them, 
hey are often exerciſed with painful doubts and 
ears, leſt they ſhould: come ſhort of eternal ſalva- 
ion. Their doubts ariſe, not from a diſbelief of the 
lirine promiſes, but a ſuſpicion of their own inte- 
rity 3 whether they have been brought into, and 
continue in, that ſtate, to which the promiſes of 
ſalvation are made. Therefore they are deſirous to 
have ſome ſatisfactory evidence. And this they ex- 
pect and hope for, partly from cloſe and frequent 
lelf. examination, and comparing their temper and 
conduct with the rules of the goſpel ; but chieſty 
from the gracious influence of the Spirit of Goos 
upon their hearts. For he ſometimes exciteth a chear- 
ful hope in the chriſtian, that he. is an heir of ſal- 
vation. In this view he prays with the Plalmiſt, | 
Say unto my ſoul, I am thy ſalvation. ” 
UnxpousTEeDLY Gop can ſay this to the fool; fat 4 
raiſe in it a lively hope of ſalvation. He ſometimes | 
indeed keeps his ſervants in ſuſpenſe, and ſuffers 
doubts and fears to prevail; that they may be hum- 
ble and watch ful, and have a due ſenſe of the purity. 
and holineſs of Gop; that they, may continue regu - 
lar and diligent in the uſe of the means of grace. and 
maintain a conſtant ſolicitude to perſevere. _ When 
they are brought to this deſirable ſtate and conduct, 


Gop often gives them ſuch evidences of their in- 


tegrity and their compliance with the terms of the 
goſpel, as promote in them a comfortable perſuaſion 


that they are heirs of the heavenly inheritance. He 
reveals himſelf to them by his Spirit, as their G0 
| and 


— 


aſhes 
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and Father in Jeſus Chriſt, His Spirit (as the apoſ- 


tile expreſſeth it) © witneſſeth with their ſpirits/ that 
they are the children of Gob, and heirs of falva- 
tion: and by this teſtimony of the Spirit, they are 
© ſealed to the day of redemption. The chriſtian's 
hopes of ſalvation generally WO according to 
his improvement in holineſs, and * his path is as the 
ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.” Sometimes when he is under heavy 
afflictions, and therefore needeth ſome extraordinary 
aſſiſtance, light breaks in upon him on a ſudden, and 
| he hath a firm affurance that he is a child of Go 
and entitled to eternal 'glory. os 4 
SourTinEs' Gop maketh uſe of his Srouidevies; 


5 and often of his ordinances, to promote this ſenſe of 


the divine favour. He enables chriſtians to bear their 
afflictions patiently and chearfully, and to give up 
temporal bleflings for faith and a good conſcience. 
Thus he lets them know that they are upright be- 
fore him, and that their religious principles, diſpo- 
ſitions and habits are firm and ftrong. — The pro- 
miſes of his word, eſpecially when opened and ap- 
plied by his miniſters, often diſſipate the gloom. 
which hangs over the mind, and give them good 
hope: thro? 'grate. But the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper hath been peculiarly and greatly ſerviceable 
to giye many devout partakers of -it ſtrong conſo - 
lation, Here Gov hath made himſelf known to 


them. He hath given them the teſtimony of his | 
Spirit to the ſincerity of their repentance, faith and 
obedience, and hath in effect ſaid unto them, be 
of good Cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee. Iam thy 


ſalvation.“ In 8 on "ne they have left 
. ä | their 
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their wal and fears. behind, and gone on their 


way rejoicing. _ 
Now nothing can 6 hs more difrable than this com- 
fortable evidence, that Gov is our ſalvation, and 
that things preſent and things to come are ours, 
For it is the. higheſt relief to the humble chriſtian, 
and takes off the heavieſt burden which he can feel, 
It affords him a delight, which keeps pure and ſtrong 
under great afflitions and in the near approach of 
death. It alſo tends to purify and refine the ſoul, 
keepeth alive its holy deſires and affections, and . | 
ports its firmeſt reſolutions and endeavours to hold 
out to the end. Is God my ſalvation {doth the 
* chriſtian ſay)? Do I know upon ſatisfactory evi- 
« dence, that he is and will be ſo? therefore will 1 | 
love and ſerve him with all the powers of my ſoul. 
Therefore will I patiently and chearfully bear any 
* afflitions at his hand. I will give up every thing 
* at his command. I will endeavour every day to 
grow more ſit for that ſalvation, which his grace 
intended for me.” Thus will the chearful expec- 
tation of the fincere chriſtian operate; according to 
that remark of St. John, Every one that hath this 
hope in him, purifieth himſelf as he is pure. 
Since then Gop can and often doth diſpel the Ra 
of his ſervants, and raiſe their chearful hope; and 
a ſince it is ſo delightful and advantageous to them, 
ö when he doth ſo, it ſhould be the great object of our 
* deſire, prayer, and endeavour, that Gop would fay 
| | 


| to our ſouls, that he is our ſalvation. _ 
A I have often ſome painful doubts and apprehen- 
k ions (will many true chriſtians ſay) upon this moſt | 
1 intereſting nth, But I truſt that if he, who 
| = WE: ſearcheth 
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« ſearcheth my heart „ knoweth that it is ſincere and 
entire in his ſervice, he will give me ſome ſatis- 


factory aſſurance of it, and enable me to taſte and 


feel the comforts of it, eſpecially at this ordinance. 
© I have ſome ſpecial reaſon to hope for ſach a diſ- 
* play of his love here. For I view the repreſen- 
tation of that body of Chriſt, by the wounding 


away. I view that blood, by which ſalvation was 
enſured to humble penitent believers, and the ever- 


thoſe ſufferings, by which the captain of ſalvation 
was conſecrated and made perfect, and ſo became 
the author of eternal redemption to all them who 
obey him. And may the Gop of hope now fill 


me to abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
n Spirit? 


Arte PARTAKING.” 


” IS thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt be now ſerioully 


conſidered (Pf. Ixxxv, 1.) * I will hear what Gop 


the Lord will ſpeak ; for he will ſpeak peace unto 


his people and to his ſaints ; but let them not rare 


again to folly.” This paſſage contains moſt important 


advices, and cautions, after the ſervice in which we 
have been engaged; eſpecially if we have any com- 
fortable hope that Gop will be our ſalvation. Sin- 


cere chriſtians may very properly be ſtiled Gop's bes- 


ple, his peculiar people; as purified by his word and 
ſpirit, and ſet. apart for his ſervice, They are his 
Jaints, his holy people; ſanctified by his grace and 


devoted to his glory. It becomes them to hear with the 
utmoſt 


and bruiſing of which our tranſgreſſions are taken 


lafting covenant atteſted and ſealed. 'I contemplate 


me with all joy and peace in believing, and cauſe 


„ 2. MEDITATIONS: ug 
oft attention and. reverence whatever he ſpeaks; 


d they ought alſo to hear it with pleaſure and 
ankfulneſs; for he ſpeaketh peace to them. His 


nce, iniſters are commiſſioned to ſpeak comfortably to 
dif- zem, to animate and encourage them. He ſpeaks 
ſen- eace to them by the ſeals of his covenant, and every 
ling rious commemoration of them, eſpecially at this 
ken rdinance. He ſpeaks it to them more directly and _ 
was rcibly by his /pirir, and in the language of David, 


cauſeth them to hear joy and gladneſs.* When 


late op vouchſafes thus to ſpeak to them, he requires, 
ion ind mot reaſonably expects, that they be grateful 
me and obedient; that they be peculiarly watchful not 


o tzrn again to folly. All fin is folly, It is acting 
directly contrary to the dictates of reaſon, the maxims 
of true wiſdom and our own belt intereſt. But back- 
ſliding from Gop, eſpecially after he hath ſpoken 
peace to us; breaking our covenant-engagements, is 
egregious folly, baſe ingratitude, abominable trea- 
chery. This will deſtroy all our comforts, darken our 


ly evidences 'and weaken our hopes, It will bring a 
- great reproach upon our chriſtian profeſſion, and be 
a peculiar indignity to that Saviour, whoſe dying love 
- we have commemorated, and to, whoſe ſervice 'we have 
i devoted ourſelves. '* Wherefore, my beloved, as ye 


have been. obedient” and have taſted the pleaſures of 
obedience, '* work out your own ſalvation with fear 
| and trembling,” looking continually to God and de- 
1 pending upon him, © to work in you both to will 
and to do of his good + para 4 4 4 
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| For the hive of Chrift conftraineth us, Kaas de thus 
 _ judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead 
And that he died for all, that they which live, ſhould 
not henceforth live unto themſelves, But unto * * 
died for , . roſe a „ ra RES this 


HEN we are approaching to 1 Lord's table, the 
it is very defirable to have our thoughts direct · ou! 
ed to a ſubject, which may ſuggeſt ſuitable reflections Wl 
during the ſolemnity, and may likewiſe influence : 
and regulate our future conduct. No. ſubject is bet» 4 
ter adapted to -anſwer both theſe purpoſes, than the 
words which are now before us: where we have 2 33 
| mournful repreſentation of the ſtate of mankind — lie 
an account of what Chriſt did for them — and the fo 
end he had in view therein. : 
| 1. Here is the repreſentation which the apoile ſe 
 maketh of the Rate of mankind. We judge, or rea · n 
ſon, thus, that if one died for all, then were all dad. 
This is indeed a melancholy view; but it is of great 
importance to make it familiar to our minds. Men t 
were dead; ſpiritually dead; under the condemn- 4 
1ng ſentence of God's broken law. For the wages | 
of fin is death.* Indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguiſh are threaanod to every ſoul of man, 
| | vio. 


ho 4 evil; ur were likewiſe dead to all 
oral and religious purpoſes; under the power of 
heir own corruptions, or, in the apoſtle's: language, 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins. * = And they were in 
danger of eternal death. They were lain by the great 
enemy of ſouls, and there was no hope of recovery, 
from themſelves, or any other creature. Had not 
this been the caſe, as the apoſtle argues, they would 
not have needed a ranſom ; nor would Chriſt have 
died for them. This was the condition of all with- 

out exception, as the apoſtle again and again ſuggeſts 


Da 3. 


** 


this melancholy ſtate, in which the world was, and 
to have our hearts deeply affected and humbled by 
the conſideration of web and eſpecially - to confider 
our own concern in it. 2 Tom was I alſo 275 — 
We have an account, | 
2. Or what Chriſt did for n He. ied Ar | 
all. You will obſerve, that here, as in many other 
paſſages of ſcriptore, the death of Chriſt is deſcribed 
as that event, on which the ſtreſs of our falvation 
lieth. He gave himſelf as a facrifice or atonement 
for our fins. His compaſſion and grace ſhine with 
peculiar luſtre, when we confider him as making his 
le foul an offering for ſin, that the world through him 
* might be ſaved; that we might be delivered from 
. dhe penalty of God's holy law, which we had bro - 
t ken; and that the ſentence of eternal death might 
_ | be reverſed, The apoſtle repeats it, that he died for 
- M8 -//. Not chat all ſhall in fact obtain ſalvation by 
; him; but ſalvation is to be preached and offered to 
| all through him'; by his authority and in his name: 
5 that ters” is ffficient merit in his obedienee and 
8 . death 


in the words before us. It becomes us to lament. 
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16 SACRAMENTAL un. 
Their ruin is to be charged upon themſelves, Let 


us obſerve again, 


be ſaved; and that, in order to this, awe might live, 
not to di but to him. It is eaſy to know what 


love. He roſe again to inſure our happineſs, and 


us to live to him. — But alas! my Brethren, how 
few chriſtians enter into the Juſtice of this reaſoning ; 


— 


death, and ſufficient efficacy in his interceſſion, 9 
ſave all of every nation, even the worſt of ſinner, 
who heartily receive him: and they who reject hin 
and neglect this great ſalvation, are ſelf-deſtroyed, 


3. Tur end which Chriſt had in view, n 
in dying for us. It was in general, that we might 


it is for men to live to tlemſeluer. We need only 
to look into the chriſtian world, and ſee how, the 
generality live. To live to ourſelves is to make our live 
own wills the rule of our actions, and a preſent if 


_ worldly intereſt the end of them. We live to our- ll aw 


ſelves, when the rules and laws of Chriſt do not di- pe 
rect and influence our conduct; when we entirely or 


2 chiefly mind earthly things, follow 'the courſe of this WM in 
World, and do not live as he commandeth, and ill & 


walk as he walked, We live 1e Chrif, when we 


labour to know and do his will; make his ſervice il b. 
and honour and the advancement of his cauſe, the u 
great end of our lives: when we ſtrive and make it 1 


our ambition to be approved of him. Thus we are 
ſtrongly. engaged to. live, becauſe. he died for us 
gave us the cleareſt, nobleſt proof of his pity and 


make way for our poſſeſſing eternal life. 80 that 
gratitude, duty, intereſt, all call upon us and oblige 


at leaft how few appear to feel its weight | Where 
is chat ſweet, but, n canſtraint, which ſuch 
love 


. - MEDITATIONS „„ 7 » 
ve is adapted to produce? How few are "borne on - 


D. 3. 


2, to 


ner it, thro' all difficulties and oppoſitions, to lead 

hin ch a life as the apoſtle did! How few, even of 

BE hoſe who partake of this ordinance, and ' profeſs 
et 


levotedneſs to Chriſt, appear fervently to love him! 
ea, how few are willing to deny their worldly in - 
ereſt, or even their humour, to ſerve him! Where 
hall we find a prudent, zealous, active chriſtian, who 
5s conſtrained” by this love; ambitious to adorn the 
poſpel, and be doing ſomething daily for the honour - 


larly 
light 
live, 
what 


only 8-4 intereſt - of his Redeemer! Muſt we not each 
the enter into this painful reflection, how much we have 
our lived to ourſelves, and how little to Chriſt? Surely 
ſent Mir any thing can rouſe us out of our indolence, 
out. BY awaken our zeal, and animate our reſolution, it muſt 
di. ¶ be repeated views oſ the love of Chriſt. If we ſe- 
er BY riouſly reflect upon it, it will have a conſtraining 
this BY influence. It will gently but powerfully draw our 
and BY fouls to love, obedience and seal: And we ſhall need 
WC i no other, as we can have no nobler and more forei- 
ice ble attractive. In this view, the 'ordinance before 
the us will appear a moſt wiſe and gracious inſtitution. 
0 It tends to inſpire ſentiments of gratitude to our 


great deliverer; as it brings to our remembrance 
our deplorable kate as dead in ſin, and the wonder- 
ful method of our recovery; and as it reminds us 
nd of the great obligations we are ware! to him, whe” 
died for us and roſe again. 
8e Couz then, O my ſoul, (let u us b eich er 
pe * ſay) and contemplate this love. I was once dead; 
dead in fin; and condemned by the holy law of 


1. © God. I hope, thro' grace, I am quickened, and 
5 « made „ that I have a new and divine nature, 


: . 
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18, SACRAMENTAL ub. 3. 
© implanted. in me, which: leads and tends, to Gon, 
* and holineſs and heaven. I come to commemorate 
my. deliverer with all thanlefulneſs, and to adote 
the divine condeſcenſion and grace, that ſo illuſtri · 
25 "1008, a. perſonage as Jeſus Chriſt ſhould ſubmit to 2 
© moſt painful and reproachful death, to redeem, ſuch 
— and ſinful creatures. 1 come with an 
© earneſt defire to feel the conſtraining influence of 
| © that, love, which 1 now contemplate, ; and which 
was ſtronger than death in its moſt terrible form, 1 
* truſt that it is, this love, which diſpoſes and con- 
* rains, me_ 0 conſecrate, as. I would now, de, all 
my powers, abilities. and talents, my ; ſubltance, 
time and ſtrength, and influence over others, to 
5 . ane. bb teat 


Arr. PARTAKING, | | 


I. « In Ilive in the Geſh, teich the holy ies (Phil 
1. 20, 2a.) this is the. fruit of my labour to er. 
Car. And it is my earneſt expectation and hope, 
that he ſhall be magnified in my body, whether it 
dea by life or death. We at once perceive; that ſuch. 
| ſentiments, deſires and . reſolutions are perfealy. rea. 

ſenahle ; what we: ought to cheriſh: and manifeſt, in 
_ gratitude 46; him who died for us and roſe. again. 
| We cannot but believe, that to act agreeably to them 
| would render our lives, as they did the apoſile's;* 
honourable, uſeful and happy. Our capacities, eir- 
- cumiſtances and relations in life are indeed different. 
and various; yet we have all work to do for Chriſt 
in our ſeveral ſtations aud callings, as well as in 
thoſe exerciſes, which are more immediately religi- 


ous. ay us carefully examine how 5 anl. whene-" 
| in 


oy 
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, we have lived to ourſelves ; ; that we may main- 
in habitual humility, for our inordinate ſelf- love 
nd neglect of our, Redeemer. Let us carefully. ex- 
mine, how we may live to him more than ever thro* 
e future part of our life. We all may and ought 
o live to him. To this we are bound by the ties 
f gratitude 3 ; for he loved us and gave himſelf for 
s, and is ſtill advaneing our beſt intereſt. Our re- 
ation to him, expectations from him, and engage 
ents to be his ſervants, all require this at our hand. 
And nothing will ſo effeclually promote our nobleſt 
pleaſure, our real advantage and everlaſting * 
s to be faithful and active in His ſervice, and 
ſevere to the end. Let us then be foervent in 
ſerving the Lord. Nor can I leave with you a more 
forcible motive to this, than What 1 ſuggeſted in 
thoſe words of the * „ For ne to lve 5 Chiilt, 


and to die i is Har, 
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MEDITATION iv. 


enen vi. 1 5. 


ds 


| What 5 ? ſhall wwe fin, becauſe awe are not F 
"the law, but under grace? Ged 4 8 


Tris a moſt important and inftraQtive view, which| 
the apoſtle giveth us of the goſpel, when he calls 
it“ a doctrine according to godlineſs, * The great 
end and deſign of all its diſcoveries, precepts, inſti; 
tutions and motives, is to make us holy, Tho' this 
is ſo plain and obvious, yet there have been ſome 
in every age, who have perverted and abuſed it, 
There were ſome ſuch even in the apoſtle's days; 
and therefore he frequently and ſolemaly warns the 
chriſtians,” to whom he wrote, againſt ſuch pernicious ll © 
practices, and the falſe reaſonings which lead to them. 
1 

( 

| 


We are not under the law, ſaith he, but under 


grace: what then? ſhall we therefore continue in 


- ſin? Gov forbid.” Becauſe we are under a diſpen- 
ſäation which exhibits pardon for the greateſt offences, 
and gives us ample encouragement to hope for mei- 
Cy, ſhall we practiſe fin or make light of it? Far de 
it from me to encourage, and from you to allow your- 
ſelves in, ſuch a conduct! Shall I ſay, I may repent 
when I will, and Gop will forgive me? 80 merci- 


ful a Being will be eaſily reconciled? Gop forbid. 
Shall we who approach this table and join ourſelves 


by it, 
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\ the Lord in covenant to be his ſervants, preſume 
> fin, becauſe he is ſo favourable and indulgent to 
+? Gop forbid. We cannot be too careful to fill 
ur minds with a deep and habitual abhorrence of 
ch a conduct. Let us therefore conſider it in theſe 
ree views, — as highly ungrateful to the bleſſed 
ob, — as greatly diſhonourable to the goſpel, — 
and as moſt injurious to our own ſouls.” 

1. LET us conſider it as highly ungrateful to the 
„ GOD. The law of Moſes was given, becauſe 


it was ſuited to the circumſtances of the /raelites and 
the ſtate of the world at that time. 


It was deſigned . 
to anſwer many valuable ends, and eſpecially to be 
a ſchoolmaſter to bring them to Chriſt, and prepare 
them for the reception of a more pure and ſpiritual 
diſpenſation. When theſe ends were anſwered, the 
goſpel was publiſhed. It had been introduced by a 
variety of prophecies. The expectation of. it had fil- 
led the hearts of the pious Jews with great pleaſure. 
At length Gop ſent forth his Son, to be the teacher 
and ſaviour of the world, and eſpecially to die for 
their redemption. By his death, the law was diſan- 
nulled, and the intereſt of ſin weakened. ' Gop's act 
of grace, his readineſs to forgive penitents, was ſealed 
The operations of the Holy Spirit confirmed 
the evidence of the goſpel. The apoſtles zealouſly 
preached it: They produced miraculous credentials. 
that it was the truth of Gov, and confirmed their 
teſtimony by their death, This goſpel was ſent to 
the Gentiles, It hath been ſupported in every -age, 
and ſafely handed down to us. — Now all this was he 
grace of GOD. We had no right, no claim, to 
ſuch r. It was owing t to "the exceeding riches - 
1 
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of divine grace. Ts it not natural to argue fro: 
hence, that it muſt be the higheſt and baſeſt ingr 
titude to pervert and abuſe ſach a favour? | To f 
againſt Gon, when he hath thus commended hi 
love, and diſplayed his tender mercies towards us 
Nothing can be more unreaſonable. and more  odion 
than this. Let us further conſider, _ 

2. Trar it is greatly diſhonourable to the poet. 
lays a foundation for one of the ſtrongeſt objettion 
againſt chriſtianity, which they, who judge of it by 
the lives of chriſtians and not by the New Teſtament, 
have urged; namely, that it ſabyerts morality and 
leflens our obligations to holineſs, It is the highel 

affront to Jeſus Chriſt, who loved righteouſneſs, 7 ah 
| preached, lived and died to promote it. It. is acting | 

as if we thought him the miniſter, of fin ; and that - 
he came to releaſe us from the bonds of religion, 
inſtead of coming to ſtrengthen them, It is injurios 
to the character and the comfort of chriſtian miniſters, 
who preach * the goſpel of the grace of Gov.” And 

| the more warmly they eſpouſe and proclaim it, the 
more they will be grieved to ſee men abuſing it. 

This conduct i is diſhanourable to the particular pro- | 

ſeſſion we. make of the goſpel, and the manner in of 
Which we. celebrate its inſtitutions. It is contradic- 
_ tory to. the principles we avow, and that regard to — 

Chriſt, as our only Lord and Maſter, on which we 

8 profeſs to aft» It is dimonourable to all gol] pel-asdi- 

nances, witty to the Lord's Supper. * There the 

| grace of Gov. is diſplayed. in the moſt lively man- 
ner, and the covenant of mercy, atteſted and ſealed 
with the- blood of Chriſt, i is ſet before us. We ſee 
.the law difannulled and its curſe removed. We ſee 
fin 
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2 dethroned and ſabdued ; ber biene in chis 
ethod of reconciliation; and our'faith in the pro- 
iſes of pardon, divine affiſtanee and eternal life, is 
nfirmed. How careful then ſhould we be, not to 
rn the grace of Gon iatu wantonneſe, and cauſe 
e name and the doQrine of Gong our ane 
blaſphemed'! Conſider again. 

3. Tua this condu& will be ef inja ns to our 
x ſoulr. It will thow, that we have no ingenuity 
nd gratitude : that either we do not underſtand the 
zoſpel, or that we groſaly pervert it. Tt will deſtroy 
he divine life in us, harden the heart, and ſear the 
onſcience, till we become. paſt feeling. It will na- 
urally lead us to believe, that there is nothing i in 


M7 pral virtue, nothing in likeneſs to Gop, and con- 
oy ormity to his holy will z and ſo ſubvert every good 
10 7 principle, diſpoſition and inclination in our hearts. 
100% his abuſe of goſpel- grace will juſtly provoke Gov 


o give us up "to ſtrong deluſions, and expoſe us to 

the ſoreſt condemnation. What can (deſerve heavier 
puniſhment, than trampling under foot the'Son of 
God, and--eounting the blood of the covenant an 
unholy thing, and doing deſpite to the ſpirit of 
grace? — Let us ſerioully conſider theſe things; eſ- 


Bag pecially when we come to commemorate the death 

5 E 
* himſelf for us to redeem us from all iniquity, and 
di- to Pry . nme, Manages we | 
-& þ < 0 'MY ar” n W ins: ind 8 
ed * force of this reaſoning, and tremble at the thought 


e of fach an abuſe” of the grace of Gov? I ſolemuly 
ce 66 and with theſe me- 
fin 3 morials 
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op hath made him to be a ſin- offering for us, who 


new no ſin, that we might be made the righteouſ- 
eſs of God in him.“ — They receive the grace of 


not conſider it as a moſt important, neceſſary, and 
aluable bleſſing - Who do not reflect ſeriouſly upon 
deſign and their own concern in it—and eſpecially ' 
2y, who are not led by it to real, univerſal, perſe- 
ing holineſs. Nay it is worſe than in vain; they 
eive it to their own condemnation, which will be 
n wehggravated by all the ſeriouſneſs, ſolemnity and plea. 
e, with which they at · firſt received it, and have 
ten commemorated it. Let me beſeech you then, as 
worker together with Chriſt, and a friend to your 
ſt, your eternal intereſt, by every weighty, ſolemn, 
dearing conſideration, that you guard againſt ſuch a 
glet, ſuch an abuſe, of the grace of Goo. We be⸗ 
ch you, by a regard to the credit of your holy pro- 
ſſion, and the ſacred cauſe which you thus publickly 
pouſe. We beſeech you by a regard to the comfort 
d encouragement of your- minifters, who are working 
ad labouring continually for your good. We beſeech 
du by the holy Angels, who are witneſſes of your vows, 
d will be the witneſſes of your behaviour. We be- 
ech you eſpecially by our Lord Fe/us Chrift, who 
ved you and gave himſelf for you; whoſe blood 
zanſeth from all ſin, and whoſe grace you know, and 
rofeſs to adore and truſt, We beſeech you above all, 
the greate/t and beſt of Beings, who is rich in mercy, 


therwiſe would have been condemned, and miſerable - 
or ever, We beſeech you by a regard to the A 
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oo in vain, who entertain light thoughts of it, and 


d hath diplayed and magnified his grace to you, who 
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peace and happineſs of your owe ſauls, chat you do n 
receive it in vain. Let your converſation be as b 
cometh the goſpel which you profeſs, and on whic 
your hopes are built. Labour to walk worthy yo 
holy profeſſion, and ſuitable to the deſign of that grac 
which you have received. If you thus comply wit 
the terms of the covenant, its great and ineſtimab 
bleſſings will be yours. Surely it is worth your mt 
diligent labour, and moſt reſolute ſelf-denial to Gen 
them; for eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neith 

have entered into the heart of man, what a 
| 8 for mon that love him. 
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Josmua xxiv. 224 


nd JOSHUA faid unto the couple; Ye are nas . 
yourſelves, that ye have choſen you the Lord, to ferve 
him. And they Jaid, We are witneſſes. 5 


OSHUA, juſt before his death, was endeavouring 

to impreſs and fix upon the minds of the Jraelites, 
a firm determination to adhere to the worſhip and 
ervice of Jehova, the Gop of 1/rael. They profeſſed 
n the ſtrongeſt terms their reſolution to ſerve the Lord. 
But Zoſhua, knowing their fondneſs for idolatry, and 
he many temptations to it with which they would be 
ſurrounded, is here labouring to bring them under the 


minds them of the great obligations they were under 
to Jehovah, their God. Impreſſed with this, they 
repeat their reſolution to ſerve him. Jeſiua aſſures 
them, there was no need of witneſſes in this caſe. 
heir own conſciences, their profeſſion and engage- 
ments, would all join and condemn them, if they | 
proved treacherous, Te are witneſſes againſt your/elves, 
and need no other. To this they readily agree, We 
are ewitneſſes. We ſhall expect divine corrections, and 
ſhall acknowledge the * of them, if we prove 
unfaithful. | 
| Cz + | Our 


moſt ſolemn engagements. In order to this, he re- 5 


. S AC RAMENT AL (MED. 6, 
- Our approach to the Lord's "TEE is a publick, 
| Hips acknowledgment of our reſolution to be the 
Lord's and to ſerve him: to worſhip him reverentl 
and fincerely, and to obey all his commands. It is in 
effect ſaying © we are witneſſes againſt ourſelves if we 

do not.” We there teſtify our allegiance to God as out 
maſter and Lord. We declare our reſolution to have 
nothing more to do with the ſervice of ſin and ſatan, 
We renounce allegiance to the world, and publickh 
profeſs that we will © not follow a multitude to do evil, 
but be blameleſs and harmleſs in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe generation.” We profeſs ourſelves under 
ſubjection to the authority and the laws of Chriſt ; and 
avov our determination to be governed by them in the 
whole of our converſation. We acknowledge, by that 


ordinance, that we are witneſſes againſt ourſelves, i \ 
we act contrary to this determination. We fix upon att 
our own conſciences as accuſers, if we do not fincerelyMl-" 
| ſerve him: and they are generally faithful and dread- Ira 
ful accuſers of thoſe, who act contrary to their diQates, god 
After ſuch a tranſaction, we cannot with the leak agg 

| Juſtice complain, that Gop deals hardly with us, i ceſf 
he teſtify his diſpleaſure againſt our unfaithfulneſsfef 
if he abhor, reje& and puniſh us. Is it not reaſonable, ©*" 
when the bleſſings which he promiſeth are ſo great and Set. 
gilorious, that we ſhould thus engage to be witneſſes a * 
 gainſt ourſelves, if we violate the conditions on which 1 
they are promiſed ? Our fellow chriſtians, who join '* 
with us in this ſervice, the holy Angels, Jeſus the maſter cif 

of our aſſemblies, yea the omniſcient and righteous a 
Gov himſelf, are all witneſſes. But our own ſouls 1 


will be the firſt to convict us. Shame and confuſion 
will for ever cover us, if we prove falſe and diſobedient, 


ou ſcience 
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onſcience will bring to our remembrance the in- 
ances, in which we have opened our mouths to the 
ord and have gone back; and they will ſhame, 
rrieve, and confound us for ever. —* Let this be a 
caution to thee, O my ſoul, that what thou art now 
about to do, be done in fincerity, as in the preſence 
of Gop and my own conſcience. Let it make me 
ſolicitous, not to be © raſh to utter any thing with my 
mouth before the Lord,” but what my heart delibe- 
rately approves and conſents to. Let me now come 
and join myſelf to the Lord in a perpetual covenant _ 


never to be forgotten, and be a witneſs againſt my 
ſelf, if I forme the ſervice of my God. 


5 APTER PARTAKING. 


Wren we have been engaged in this ſolemn tranſ- 
action, and have declared our reſolutions to ſerve the 
Lord, let us attend to the exhortation of Jaſhua to the 
I/-aclites Cv. 23.) Now therefore put away the ſtrange 
gods, which are among you, and incline your hearts 
unto the Lord Gop of Iſrael. — The firſt thing ne- 
ceſſary, in order to our being the faithful ſervants 
of God, is to remove all rivals, and renounce all 
ble, competitors: to put away every fin ; all criminal, dan- 
and g<r0us luſts and pleaſures ; eſpecially coveteouſneſs 
-5 3M ich is idolatry, and to ſay with penitent Ephraim, 
hill © What have I to do any more with idols?“ You have 
join had to do with them too long already. You have 
1 diſhonoured the holy Gop, your rational natures, and 
edu our chriſtian profeſſion too long already. You have 
ſuffered enough by this abſurd, and ſinful conduct. 

Let us narrowly ſearch our hearts, that no idol be left 

C 3 | 4 __ 


1 
; 
f 
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ah no bufineſs, no pleaſure, no ſenſual inclination 
no relative or friend, that may uſurp the place off8$-+- 


| bend them to his authority and will; and uſe all our 


| that Gop would © incline 2 hearts to his teſtimo. 
nies, and not to covetouſneſs.” And guard diligently; 
and daily, that nothing draw your hearts from that 
glorious Being, to whom you have ſolemnly devoted 


ſhall we act, if we place too much confidence in our 


a> — 


Gon; and let us reſolve to be wholly his. Let u 
likewiſe incline our hearts to the Lord Gop of 1/rael; 


power over them, that his ſervice may be our daily 
buſineſs and our daily joy. Pray alſo with David, 


yourſelves. Jaſhua left 1/rael in this good mind; unn is 


der the influence of theſe excellent reſolutions. But he 


after his death, they quickly forgot them. And thus 


own ſtrength; if we do not watch and pray every day, of t 
and labour to be ſtrong in the grace which is in Chriſt Wwhic 


Jeſus. May Gop and Chriſt, and holy Angels, your ner 
fellow chriſtians, and your own conſciences, be all ente 
V itneſſes for you, that your converſation is becomingof t 


the goipel! The concurrence of ſo many witneſſe 


will be a ſource of unſpeakable honour and joy. {WW Our 
May Gop confirm every pious purpoſe of our hearts, ¶ tem 
and make us faithful unto death, that we may obtain deat 


the crown of lie! ; 5 ſpir 
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MArTRHEW ix. 12. 


ah; Jeſus ſaid unto them, they that be whole Foy not 
" a phyſician, but they that are fick. _ 
ty; \H I $ is the reaſon which Chriſt gave for eating 


with publicans and finners, for which he was 


ted enſured by the Phariſees. It intimates to us, that 
un · in is the ſickneſs and diſtemper of the ſoul, and that 
Butte Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the only phyſician, who can 
hu eſtore it to health. May we not from hence naturally 


ake occaſion to conſider the Lord's Supper, as one 
df the moſt important and uſeful of thoſe means, 
hich Chriſt hath appointed for the eſtabliſhment and 
increaſe of the ſpiritual health of his diſciples? By 
entering into this thought, we ſhall ſee the excellency 
of that ordinance; with what views we ought to attend 
it; and to what purpoſes we ſhould improve it.— 
oy. Our great buſineſs at the Lord's Table, is to con- 
rts, WM template the ſufferings of Chriſt, and ſhow forth his 
ain WY death. And if we do this with fixed and ſerious 
peirits, it will tend to p--omote the health of our ſouls, 
and increaſe their vigour and activity in the ſervice of 
Coo. Let us then confider, —- 
Ix the ſufferings of Chriſt we ſee the evil of fin: 
how odious it is in the ſight of Gop, and how greatly 
and juſtly he is diſpleaſed with it. We ſee what 
miſchief it hath occaſioned to rational Beings ; how 
it hath defiled, diſturbed, weakened, perverted, and 
ruined their immortal ſpirits. When we conſider that 
| E "ip 8 8 Chriſt 
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- ſhame on this account, it muſt certainly give us 


bleeding, dying Saviour, by whoſe ſtripes we 
ol gratitude and affection to him, his procuring our 


reſcued from fin and ruin, and to ſerve Tous with all 


objects of his favour. And as his grace hath con- 
trived this method of recovery, we may reſt aſſured, 


of it, and make it effectual to promote our ſpiri tual 
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Chriſt bore our ſins, and ſuffered ſo much pain ab. 


lively idea of their malignity, increaſe our abhorrend 
of them, and our earneſt deſires and endeavours tt 
be ſet free from their guilt and power, 

Ix this ordinance we likewiſe ſee the method of cur: 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, Here we fix our eyes on 
theſe emblems; and faith is directed to a re 


healed; by whoſe blood we obtain redemption. 
we have any ſenſe of his great love, any workings 


health and peace at ſo expenſive a rate, will excite 
us to devote to him thoſe powers, which he hath 


vigour and chearfulneſs of heart. 

TAE contemplation of this method of obtaining 
health and falvation is admirably adapted #0 Promate 
our progreſs in holineſs, It ſhows. us, that Gop is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity; that he is ſo 
holy a Being, that there muſt be a change in pol- 
Juted, degenerate hearts, before they can become the 


that he will give us all needſul aſſiſtance in the uſe 


health and vigour. — This ordinance tends to weaker 
and remove the diſeaſes with which our ſouls are ne 


affected, and which, in the beſt of us, are not perfectly by 


cured. —Covetouſneſs and the inordinate love of pre- fo 


| ſent things, is an evil diſeaſe, (Eccl. vi. 2.) which cleaveth pr 
Faſt unto. us. When we ſee ſuch an example of content- 5 


ment and moderation i in Chriſt, and how chearfully us 
he 
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he ſubmitted to poverty, ſhame and pain, it will 
abate our fondneſs for the riches, . honours, and 

pleaſures of this life. It will ſhow us that theſe 
things are by no means neceſſary to our happineſs; 
but on many. accounts dangerous to our ſpiritual 
intereſt. Thus by the croſs of Chriſt, the world 
will be crucified to us, and we to the world. And 
on that account we have reaſon to glory in his 
croſs. — Pride is ſtill working in our hearts. Now 
what tends more to mortify it, than to conſider how | 
many infirmities yet remain in us; that every degree 
of ſpiritual health which we enjoy, is from divine 
grace in Chriſt Jeſus, and that for our health and 


al be a better cure for impatience, fretfulneſs and diſ- 
a content, than contemplating the low circumſtances 
and various ſufferings of Chriſt ? He pleaſed not 
noel himſelf, and endured the contradiction of ſinners, and 
oi the pain and ſhame of the croſs; and hath * called 
ſo us to patience, leaving us an example that we ſhould 
ol follow his ſteps.” — By this ordinance we are excited 
the to obedience, the moſt acceptable return for divine 
love, and as that to which we are bound by every 
ed, WH folemn engagement. We are here likely to feel the 
powerful influence gf the love of Chriſt, conſtraining 
us to live unto him. — We ſee at this ordinance, how 
we obtain thoſe. influences of the Spirit, which are 
neceſſary to make us whole and healthy ; namely, 
by the ſufferings of Chriſt. He was made a curſe 
| for us, that we might enjoy that great bleſſing, the 
th promiſed Spirit. Here we have much encouragement 
t- to expect his continued aſſiſtance, in order to cleanſe 
1 us from all filthineſs, to enable us to mortify the 
| OE C 5 | * Ceodu 


ſalvation he became obedient to death? — What can 


it hath in fact been found, that this ordinance hath 
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deeds of the body, and to rengthen every/ good 
| principle and diſpoſition in us. Agreeably to this, 


| greatly contributed to the cure of diſeaſed hearts, 
and to the vigour of ſpiritual health. 
Tnixx then, O my ſoul, (let us each ſay) what 
* ample, gracious proviſion is made for thy reco- 
© very and ſalvation. Think of the happineſs of 
© having a cure begun, and carrying on. Think 
© how far this deliverance extends; even to raiſe 
© thee to that world, where thou ſhalt be for ever 
© free from all thy diſorders, and all the unhappy 
© conſequences of them. Confider how this is ac- 
* compliſhed; even by the abaſement and agonies 
© of the Son of Gor. Think cloſely on what he 
© felt, and then judge, whether the remembrance of it 
© ought not to awaken thy tendernefs and gratitude. 
© Think how many fooliſhly and madly reject this 
method of cure, while thou haſt been brought by 
* divine grace to make uſe of it. Be thankful on 
thy own account; and be thankful for others, 
e Rejoice that ſuch a remedy is offered to all, who 
© enjoy the goſpel, and that ſo many have received 
© benefit by it. Rejoice that ſo many are perfectly 
© cured, and arrived ſafe at the heavenly Zion; and 
„that ſo many more are under cure; that they feel 
* the regularity, harmony, and health of their ſouls 
* increaſing, and have ſo joyful a proſpe& of complete 
« felicity : and all thro' the bleſſed Redeemer. Let 
* his love fill thy heart and employ thy tongue. And 
for ever, and with the warmeſt gratitude, adore 
his father and Gop and thine, by whom this 
* proviſion is made for thy reſtoration to health, and 
1 advancement to eternal glory. 
| .  Aprer 
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AFTER PARTAKING, 


© Wer there not ten cleanſed ; but where are the 
ine?” ſaid our Lord, concerning the ten lepers 


eturned to give him thanks. (Luke xvii. 17. It 
intimates, how baſe and abominable their ingrati- 
ade was, after they had received a perfect and in- 
antaneous cure of ſo dreadful a diſeaſe, by his power 
and compaſſion, | — — © T hope I have been thankful for 
the means of ſpiritual health : that my heart hath 
been riſing in gratitude to our great deliverer, and 
renewing its reſolutions to ſerve him with all that 
health and vigour of ſoul, which his ſkill, power 
and grace have reſtored to me. Let me proceed with 
holy caution. The ſeeds of moral diſorders ſtill re- 
* main, and fin dwelleth in me. I have many bad 
examples around me, which are infectious. Satan 
ever watches to gain an advantage over me. Let me 
© look well to myſelf, and guard my hands and 
tongue, my eyes and thoughts, leſt I contract freſh 
* diſeaſes, and ſuffer again the agonies of a wounded 
* conſcience. Let me live by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
keep myſelf under his care, diligently follow his 
© preſcriptions, and earneſtly and daily implore the 


his Spirit, And then Gop is faithful, who will 
t © cllabliſh me and keep me from evil; and © having 
d © begun the good work in me,” the cure of my ſpi- - 
e ritual diſeaſes, © he will perform it until the day of - 
s our _ 1 en Sh 1 
d 


"\0s un 


hom he had reſtored” to health, only one of which _ 


* purifying, ſtrengthening, quickening influences of 
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Sor 

f P8ALM cxvi. 7. | | | anc 
5 2 unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath 4 no\ 
| bountifully With thee. | me 
hi. 

; O would think that theſe were the | delightfy - 
words of a ſoul juſt arrived at the heaven nei 


world; looking back on the many difliculties he had 
\ ſurmounted, and the many dangers he had eſcaped; 
looking round on the bleſſed ſociety to which he waz 
admitted, and the glory with which he was encom. 
| paſſed; and looking forward to the proſpect of an 

everlaſting abode in that world of happineſs. And 
indeed, wherever a ſoul is led to ſay this 2 
and devoutly, with a due ſenſe of the goodneſs and 
all-ſuffciency of Go, its heaven is already begun. 
This is a proper ſubject of our meditation at the 
Lord's Supper; as it naturally leads us to conſider, 
how bountifully God deals with his ſervants, — and 
| how reaſonable it is, that they ſhould return to An 
and * themſelyes | in him. 


1. LzT us reflect 8 bountifully ly Gov. deals with his 
| ſervants. 

Tux pooreſt chriſtian in the world hath read 
to acknowledge this, — Particularly he pardons all 
their ſins. He takes the burthen of guilt and fear 
from their minds. And that he might do this 
in the moſt honourable and gracious manner, he nc 


| appoint- 


i 
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appointed his own Son to become a ſacrifice for them. 
Thus he gave a publick teſtimony of his diſpleaſure 
againſt fin, and prevents his act of grace from being 
abuſed, and the purity of his law diſregarded. His 
Son came to ſeal that covenant, in which pardon | 
and peace are offered to penitent believers. And 
now Gov is merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and re- 
members their iniquities no more. In conſequence of 
this, pain, ſickneſs and death are no longer a curſe, 
but rather a bleflirg, as they promote the ſeriouſ- 
neſs, health and vigour of the ſoul. — Further, Gop 
deals bountifully with his Tervants by communicating 
ed; his ſpirit to them; as a ſpirit of /upplication, 
Was teaching them to pray, and ſo aſſiſting their devo- 
om. tions that they become comfortable and edifying, 
an He is beſtowed as a ſpirit of adoption, to bear witneſs 
\nd BY with their ſpirits that they are God's children, and 
rely WH to fill them with lively and chearful hope. As a ſpirit 
and of purity, he enables them to mortify the deeds of 
un. BY the body, to aſſert and maintain the ſuperiority and 
the Wl dominion of the ſoul over the appetites and inclina- 
ler, Wi tions of the fleſh. As a ſpirit of love, he makes them 
and to abound in kind affection to one another and to all 
lim men. As a ſpirit of conſolation, he ſilenceth the tu- 
mult of grief and fear, which ſometimes ariſeth in 
5 their breaſt, and fixes them in a ſtate of tranquility. 
his Ee brightens the evidences of their title to a better 
| world, and cauſeth them to abound in hope. Go 
ſon takes the holy ſoul under his paternal care. He 
all acknowledges the relation of a father, and will be- 
ear WO flow on his children the moſt valuable favours, and 
his Wl ſuffer them to want no good thing. He that ſpared 
he not his own Son bt gave him up for them, will with 
Nte | | him 


| ſhall be opened, and the foul filled to the utmoſt of 


/ 
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him alſo freely give them all things.” Having be. 
ſtowed upon them this unſpeakable gift, he cannot 
think any thing too good for them. — And finally 
he will at length beſtow upon them eternal glory. He 
- hath given them the promiſes, the aſſurances, and 
the earneſt of it. He hath advanced his own Son, 
their head and forerunner, to a ſtate of the higheſt 
dignity and felicity; and they ſhall at length behold 
and partake of his glory. Here they have but a taſte 
of divine bounty; in the other world all its ſtores 


Its capacity. Thus bountifully Gop deals with them, 


2. Ler us now reflect how reaſonable it is that 
Gov's people ſhould return to o him, and "GR then 


| ſelves in him. | - 
| Wro ſo well deſerves your high regard? 90 you na 
delight in creatures, in which there is any thing ami- to\ 
able and lovely? And will you not reſt and _ delight | wh 
in Gop? Is there ſweetneſs in a drop, and none in nit 
the fountain of good? Doth a faint ray of benevo- of 
lence engage your regard, and ſhall not the whole MW br 
glory of the Father of Lights? Whatever we are or ar 
have is owing to his undeſerved bounty. We are each «i 
indebted to him for numberleſs benefits. To whom MW th 
then ſhould we return, in whom then ſhould we reſt WF dc 
and rejoice, but in him? Here alone we ſhall find WF ch 
real, ſolid pleaſure, Here alone we can enjoy our- re 
ſelves: and without this rational, ſublime ſelf-enjoy- 18 

ment, were all the treaſures of the earth in your 

poſſeſſion, and all its princes your devoted ſervants, 
you would be mean and miſerable creatures. Thus I 
mer 


alone can you * and * and taſte that plea- 
ſure 


ED. 7. | 
re which ariſeth from a ſenſe of his favour, aud the 


dur hopes deceitful; In this conſiſts the very life of 
eaven. The heaven of a rational creature, is being 


d being conformed to his image. A man might as 
don reliſh the beauties of nature without the Sun, as 


lled with theſe devout regards to the Father of Lights. 
hope the ſearcher of hearts, knoweth, that you are 


Gov, that he allows me to repoſe myſelf in him; 
| to delight myſelf in the eſſential perfetions of his 
on nature, and eſpecially in his bounty and goodneſs 


mi- towards me. I would rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, by 


pht WF whoſe blood I, who was once ſo far off, am brought 
in WF nigh. He hath given me the moſt amazing diſplay 
vo- WF of the divine bounty. He hath ſet before me the 
ole WF brighteſt example of an entire devotedneſs to Gov, 


or and the higheſt delight in him, even in the mot 


ach WF diſtreſſing circumſtances of life. I would approach 
om this ordinance, to renew my view and taſte of the 
reſt We bounties of my father and Go; to have his love 
cheriſhed and ſtrengthened in my heart, and to 


£ exerciſes of delight in him.“ 


„ PARTAKING. 


Ir is now proper to renew our devout acknowledg- 
ments of the ens and kindneſs of Gov, and con- 


_ der 
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pectation of his everlaſting mercy. . Without this 
-yout regard to Gop, all your religion is vain; all 
ly conſcious of the approbation of the great Goo, 


e glory of heaven, unleſs his heart be poſſeſſed and | 


ach, with fincerity and affection, ſaying, * Return 
nto thy reſt, O my ſoul.— I would attend the 
ſacred, table with my heart full of gratitude | to 


repeat the dedication of myſelf to him "__ — 45 


11 
* 


ful, pious diſpoſition in our hearts. — Let us rer 


is aſſiſtin g our faith and ſtrengthening our gratitu 


7 


to us. He hath diſplayed and illuſtrated that att 


the centre of its felicity and joy. Let us delight t 
reflect on the bountiful proviſion of his goſpel, ani 
the amazing diſcovery of his grace and mercy therein, 
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ſider how we may moſt effectually preſerve this grat 


our devout acknowledgments of divine bounty a 
goodneſs ; as he cauſeth it at this ordinance to about 


bute, which is the ſupreme glory of his nature, a 


by theſe emblems. If he hath taught us to ſeek 9 
reſt and happineſs in him, the warmeſt praiſe become 


us: for by the grace of Gop we are what we * 
How many painful ſtruggles have we had with o *. 
| earthly hearts, before we could bring them to tz "5 

ſuch a deyout complacency in Gov! Let the de blig 

of our ſouls be to him, and let him have the f 8 
place in our affection, who hath dealt ſo bountifuli 3 
with us. Let us often contemplate his perfectiot wy 

as diſplayed in the world about us, Let us tra > ho 
that almighty power, unſearchable wiſdom, and in Hao. 
exhauſtible goodneſs, which ſhine in his works. See c 
what amazing order, harmony and variety there aon 

in them. Obſerve the regard he hath ſhown t di 

ſinful man; and the bountiful proviſion he hailhat 

made for his ſupport and comfort. He made th 3 
| human ſoul ſor himſelf. He implanted in it a ſen. 
of good and evil, and a power of reflecting upon i. O n 
ſelf, and its own actions, compared with his law nee 


that it might be uneaſy till it returned to its Gov 


© He there commendeth his love to us, in that while 


we were ſinners Chriſt died for us.“ Keep up a view 


of a AG dying Saviour, and thence learn and 
| fee 
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el how good the Lord is. Think much of the 
erlaſting covenant, which his blood hath ſealed, 
xd the promiſes and bleſſed hopes which it contains. 

Finally, let us pray for the aſſiſtance of the Holy 
pirit, to mold our hearts to the devotional temper 
the Pſalmiſt, and to ſhed abroad the love of Go 
them. Our heavenly father hath promiſed to give 
is Holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk him ; and never doth 
> deal more bountifully with us, than when he fills 
s with his Spirit, — If we cloſely meditate on this 
zbjet, and abound in ſuch devout addreſſes, we 

all ſee more and more of the excellency and glory 
WF our covenant-Gop. We ſhall be ſo ſenſible of our 
bligation to his bounty, that we ſhall be aſhamed 


eturns for his favours ſo unſuitable to their greatneſs 
nd excellence, By ſuch devout exerciſes we ſhall 
e led to long for that bleſſed world, where we ſhall 
now more of God and his bounty and grace than 
e can here do; enjoy his favour without interrup- | 
ion, and be fixed for ever near to the centre of per- 

ection and happineſs. No ſooner ſhall we arrive at 
hat world, but with hearts full of rapture, we ſhall 
de diſpoſed to ſay, as ſurely no words are more ſuita- 
dle to ſuch an advancement, * Return unto thy reſt, 

O my ſoul, for * Lord hath dealt en, with 


hee.“ 


MEDI. 


nd humbled, that our love is ſo languid, and our 


_ _- and reafonable claim to his beſt ſervice. He acknow- 
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MEDITATION vur. 


. xvi. 2. 


O my foul, thou haf Jaid unto the LORD, Thos nf 
my Lord — OLI ne 


1 EN David was in diſtreſs, ready- to Aout |; 
| whether he had in fincerity dedicated himſel 
to JxHovan, and whether Gov had accepted the ſu 
render, he reminds his own ſoul of the ſolemn tranſac 
tions which had paſſed between it and its Gop, The 
his doubts began to ſcatter, his comforts to return, and 
his faith to triumph. The words, O my ſeul, are n eate 
in the original, but are properly ſupplied. For hi 
evidently deſigns to remind himſelf of his covenant 
_ tranſaQtions with his Gop, Let us confider the mean- 
ing and import of the expreſſion, and — with what 
. temper we ſhould adopt it at the Lord's Table, 
As to the meaning of the expreſſion; it is evident 
that David acknowledgeth Gop's property in hin 


ledgeth Gop, as his Lord and maſter, whom he Wm 
bound to ſerve and obey, and to whoſe honour he was 
to conſecrate all his powers, ſubſtance, authority an 
influence. It is the language of choice and deſire; 
| preferring Gop to every other being ; deliberately 
chuſing him as his portion, and expreſſing his willing: 
neſcs to ſacrifice all other intereſts to his, It W 


. pet 
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ſuaſion, that Gop was infinitely good and merci- 
„and ready to accept the ſurrender. - He had choſen 
acl as his people: they had choſen and acknow- 
loved him as their Gop. David had done this for 
nſelf and ſolemnly entered into covenant with the 
2rd, In this time of difficulty he repeats the acknow- 
ugment and renews the ſurrender, as an encourage- 
ent to his own heart to expect the divine favour, and 
a motive to diligence and perſeverance in his ſervice. 
Let us thus ſerioufly recolle&, what profeſſions we 
wwe made of this kind, and what engagements we are 
nder: how often we have ſaid to the Lord, thou art 
y Lord; that we may ſee whether our behaviour hath 

en ſuitable to ſuch profeſſion and obligations, and 
ith what diſpoſition we ſhould renew the acknowledg- 
ent,—Nothing ſurely can be more reaſonable, than 
nat it ſhould be repeated, frequently and ſeriouſly re- 
eated: for we are in danger of forgetting it, tho the 
rofeſſion hath been made with the greateſt ſolemnity. 
he impreſſions produced by ſuch acknowledgments 
quickly wear out. Worldly concerns and pleaſures are 
pt to efface them. We ſuffer a ſenſe of the divine 
avour and of our obligations, to grow weak and lan- 
uid, and forget thoſe duties, to which we ſhould be 
quickened and animated by them. — We are alſo ex- 
poſed to many temptations and afflitions and they are 
ometimes ſo formidable, tedious and heavy, that it 
s hard to believe that JexHovan is our Lord; that we 
have any relation to him and intereſt in him, or ought 
o entertain any comfortable expectation from him. 
o repeat this profeſſion and acknowledgment with 
eriouſneſs and ſolemnity, tends to ſtrengthen our 
faith, and give” us clearer and more delightful con- 


per- 1 vidion 


tive to the diſcharge of it. It will recall our roy 


everlaſting portion of his ſervants. When we d 
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viction of his kindneſs towards as. — It will likei 
make us more ſenſible of our duty and more atte 


thoughts, bring our wandering ſpirits back to Go; 

their reſt and happineſs. It will animate us un, 
every ſuffering, give us a lively taſte of the powers 
the world to come; and be a happy preparative 
that ſtate, where God will be the ever-preſent. joy a 


voutly repeat this acknowledgment, we ſhall take 
freſh view of the bleſſings connected with an ent 
devotedneſs to God. We ſhall ſee ſuch a value, ui 
ableneſs and excellence in them, as will engage 


to purſue them with unceaſing diligence, and che <"s 
fully to give up every thing, that would render to 
' unworthy of and unfit for the poſſeſſion of them. Go 
Tun is no time more proper to repeat ſuch ll be 
declaration, and impreſs my mind with the imp ſuc: 
© tance and advantage of it, than at the Lord's Table wo! 
There I. commemorate the everlaſting covenant, Lo 
© which God hath promiſed to be my God; and tal to + 
© blood of Jeſus, by which it was atteſted and ſealei po! 

© Jn that covenant the Lord engageth to pardon, aft wh 

* accept and ſave me, upon my fincere repentance] ac| 
faith, and obedience. I profeſs my faith in the deati_hf me 
and ſacrifice of Chriſt, by which Gos reconcileth ail ab 


© guilty world to himſelf, and becomes the Gop-0 
© thoſe who were once afar off, and were not his pet 
ple.“ I drink of that wine, which repreſents thi 
blood of Jeſus. By that blood I am brought nigh u 
Gop, admitted into ſo endearing a relation to hin 
and have a claim to all the ineſtimable bleſſings 0 
the everlaſting covenant, In this view let me partake 


_ 
6 
6 
6 
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f the ordinance with a fixe, a grateful heart, and 
ncerely and chearfully renew my devotedneſs to 
ob, ſaying to the Lord, Thou art my Lord,” and 
n effe declaring to all about me, that I am, and : 
ver will be the Lord's.“ 


AFTER 0 


Ler us now take a ſerious review of what we ths 
en doing, and each adopt the language of David, 
O my ſoul, thou haſt again ſaid unto the Lord, 
thou art my Lord, — I entirely approve what I have 
done. Wouldſt thou, my ſoul, unſay it, recall thy 
enge gements, and break the bonds thou art under 
to be the Lord's? No, thy vows are upon me, O 
Gop, I will render thanks unto thee. —I would 
ach be thankful to divine goodneſs, that admire me to 
| ſuch a privilege as this; which allows a ſinful 
worm of the duſt to lift up its head and ſay, 
Lord, thou art mine. It tranſports even the Angels 
to enjoy ſuch a privilege. And ſhall not ſuch a mean, 
polluted, guilty creature as I am, adore the grace 
which permits me to uſe ſuch language? —I would 
acknowledge divine goodneſs which hath inclined 
me to ſay this. Tho? nothing can be more reaſon- 
able, delightful and advantageous, than thus to 
avouch the Lord for our Gow; yet ſo worldly am 
I, ſo much under the influence of fleſh and ſenſe 
and preſent things, that I am ready to ſay to al- 
moſt every thing elſe but Gov, thou art my Lord 
and my portion. I praiſe the Lord, who hath di- 
rected my thoughts to himſelf, and fixed them upon 
him; who hath united my roving heart to fear his 
© name, * taught me to nen deſire and rejoice - 


© In 
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© in his favour above every thing elſe. me woul 
© hambly acknowledge my unworthy behaviour | 


_ © him, notwithſtanding ſo many obligations and e the 
« gagements. I have ſaid, often ſaid, unto the Lon Th 

© Thou art my Lord. But have I acted accordingly thy 
Have I loved him with that warmth, ſerved hu Th 
with that zeal, appeared on his fide with that up 
© ſolution, which | ought to have done? Alas! Ik lat. 

« a thouſand defeds; and would mourn over n 
« paſt conduct, as having been very ungrateful au led 
treacherous to my Gop., I have uſed him in ma 
inſtances, as I ſhould have been aſhamed to han loy 
uſed an earthly ſuperior, benefactor and friend. JM * 

I would renew my reſolutions to act better for . L. 
future. I have, I hope, formed them deliberately = 


© andin an humble dependance on divine grace, wid 
© out which I expect no ſteadineſs in them, — Let me 
often remind my ſoul of what hath now paſt. A 
I in danger of neglecting any branch of duty, th 
© buſineſs, pleaſure, idleneſs? Let me recolle& wt 
© I have now faid unto the Lord, and act confiſe and 
« with it. Am I tempted to engage in crimin 

« pleaſures, or to exceed in lawful ones? O my foul 
© thou haſt ſaid unto- the Lord, thou art my Lord 
© and wilt thou ſuffer other lords to have dominiot 
© over thee, obey other maſters, and exchange ra 
© tional, ſublime, divine pleaſures for mean 410 vil 
© ones? Art thou in danger of following the worl 
too eagerly, and loving it immoderately? And wil 
thou, who haſt ſolemnly ſaid to the Lord, Thou art 
* my Lord, ſay the ſame to Mammon, and indulge 
©. that covetouſneſs which is idolatry, or make a goc 
of thy __ | 


=_ 
* 


4 
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Au I in affligion? have 1 loſt or am I likely to 
loſe, any earthly comfort ? that 1s a time to repeat 
the acknowledgment. Thou haſt ſaid to the Lord, 

Thou art my Lord: in thee I have all things. With 
thy favour I can never want and be miſerable. 
Thou canſt and wilt ſupport and comfort me; make 
up my earthly loſſes and teach me to glory in tribu- 

lation, — Finally, when 1 feel the ſentence of death 

in myſelf, it is peculiarly fit to repeat the acknow- 

ledgment, Thou haft ſaid unto the Lord, Thou 
art my Lord; my God, whom I have ſincerely 
loved and ſerved ; to whom 1 have often committed 
my ſoul thro? Chriſt; and I would do it again with 
gratitnde, hope and Joys when fleſh and heart are 
failing.“ | 
Lor us chas 3 in every 8 of life and death, 
emember our covenant-tranſactions, how faithful he 
who hath promiſed, and chearfully expect the bleſ- 
ng which he hath promiſed, If you have ſincerely 
ſaid, and are ſaying to the Lord, Thou art my Lord,“ 
and ating agreeable to and conſiſtent with ſuch a de- 

. Mclaration, let this be your comfort in every circum- 
tance of life and death, that © he hath ſaid, I will | 
never leave thee nor forſake e STE 
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O fooliſh Galatians, ; who hath bewitched you, at or 


ſhould not obey the truth, before whoſe eyes Feſus Chri) 
hath been evidently ſet forth, crucified among you ? 


HAVE. no doubt but when we have been read. 

1 ing and hearing of a crucified Saviour, and eſpe- 
cially when we have been attending the ordinance o 
the Lord's Supper, our hearts have been often much 
affected. They have been filled with ſhame and godly 
| ſorrow for fin; with love to our Redeemer, and a re- 
folution to grieve a and offend him no more. In ſack 
circumſtances we are ready to conclude, that we ſhall 
never forget our ſuffering Lord; never be diſobedient 
to his commands, and never a inconſiſtent with the 
reſolutions we have formed. Yet ſuch is our weakneſs, 
ſuch the remaining corruptions df our hearts, and fo 
many the temptations of the world about us, that we 
too ſoon loſe the ſerious impreſſion, and forget omen! 
ſolemn engagements. Tho' this is greatly to be la- 
mented, it is not much to be wondered at; conſider- 
ing that it was the caſe even with ſome of the firſt 
_ chriſtians. It was ſo with many of the churches in 
Galatia, whom St. Paul thus expoſtulates with, 0 
fooliſh Galatians, &c. As theſe words point out to us 
our _ and e our duty, they may profitably be made 

| the 
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e ſubje& of our meditation at the Lord's Supper. And 
ey ſuggelt to us three thoughts. That obedience to 
e truth is the great thing expected from chriſtians,— 
hat the ſight of a crucified Saviour is a powerful mo- | 
e to this obedience, — and they muſt be under ſome 
retched, malignant influence, who are not led LA 
dedience by it. | 
1. Tux great thing expected * cheificns | is obe- 
ence to the truth . i. e. to the goſpel of Chriſt, which is 

lled the truth. God's word and will as publiſhed 

y Chriſt is truth. His ſayings are all faithful and 

any and worthy of all acceptation. Obedience to the 
uth comprehends the whole of our chriſtian duty; a 

ibjection to all the precepts, laws and inſtitutions of 
hriſt. It is not ſufficient to know and believe and 

rofeſs the goſpel. We muſt heartily ſubmit to it, 
nd ſteadily abide by it. But the apoſtle ſeems here 
d refer to one grand and leading truth, namely, that 


the law.” We are humbly to ſubmit to the righ- 
ouſneſs of Gop, and receive Jeſus Chriſt, that we 
ay be Juſtified and ſaved from wrath by him. And. 

his faith in him, when it is fincere, will, as the 
poſtle plainly intimates in many paſſages of this 
piſtle, be a principle of holy obedience to every 


. ommand, and produee all the fruits of righteouſneſs. 

e la. he apoſtle further intimates, | 
ider- 2 Tas /ight of a crucified Saviour is a powerful mo- 

e fra ire to obedience, © Jeſus Chriſt hath been evidently 
s in ſet forth before your eyes, crucified among you. 


hriſt was crucified, you well know, at Jeraſalem, not 

n Galatia, And the perſons to whom St. Paal wrote 

ould not have been witneſſes of his death, There- 
b 1 13 fore 


we are juſtified by faith in Chriſt without the deeds 


the croſs, the atonement made, and the ſalvation pri 


and deſign of it: that we might publickly avouch ou 
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fore the expreſſion muſt refer to ſomething common t 
all chriſtians: to us as well as to them. Chriſt is eyi. 
dently ſet forth; deſcribed to us, written down before 
our eyes (as the words fignify) and as clearly ſeen, u 
What is painted or written in large and legible charac 
ters; yea as if we had been actual ſpectators of hi] 
death. — Chriſt crucified is ſet forth before our eyes ii 
the g/pel-hiftory. We read the account of his ſuffer 
| Ings in thoſe authentic records. The miniſters of that 
goſpel often ſet this event before us. The dodrines 


__ cured, by the death of Chriſt, are continually preach 
ed to us. But I apprehend the apoſtle principally re 
fers to the Lerd's Supper. This ordinance was inſtit 

ted to ſhow forth the death of Chriſt, and the naturli$ 


faith in it and dependance upon it. The bread br. 
ken and the wine poured out, repreſent to us, in a clea 


and diſtin view, the crucifixion of our Lord, ag: 
manner in which he was wounded, pierced and lainuty i 
The fight of this hath a ſtrong influence to promoii ! ca 

_ obedience, For- it ſhows us the evil of ſin and diſobluſ 
bedience, the greatneſs of Gop's diſpleaſure againſt it ever 
and ſo it addrefleth to and alarms our fears, — It di wor! 
plays the riches of divine compaſſion and love; and {i ſubt 
addreſſeth to our ſenſe of gratitude and ingenuity-i dien 
And it ſealed the everlaſting covenant of pardon ani have 
life; and thus addreſſeth to our deſires and hopes wou! 
heaven. So that we may naturally conclude, accordingly f1dell 
to the apoſtle” s obſervation, i Wore 
3. Tr ar it muſt ſhow the greateſt folly and maduf all 
not to be influenced by ſuch a ſight to obedience, 7 n 
e do 


Well might he call them eeliſb Galatians, and aſk the! 


AY 
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aul vad beavitehed them? They had acknowledged the 
evi.oſpe! to be true, by profeſſing it and receiving the 
fore o7d's Supper. It was therefore folly to act inconſiſtent 

„iin ſuch an acknowledgment. Vea it was worſe than 
re Puy. One would think they were bewitched, under 
hi me fatal enchantment, deprived of the uſe of their 
culties, and forcibly. ſeduced, contrary to the prin- 
ples of reaſon and the views of their own intereſt. 
hey were acted upon by Satan, or ſome other ſubtle 
es of verfary, to contradict their chriſtian principles, pro- 


pro ion and hopes. This was the apoſtle? 3 convincing 55 


ach * poſtulation with the Galatians. f 
y Axp now, my Brethren, what muſt we fay to theſe 
ings? Have we no concern in them? Muſt we not 


runfi&ch lament, that in this reſpe& we © have played the 


ou ol and erred exceedingly ;*'* and wonder what could 
bro fluence us to neglect a hearty, entire obedience to 
eleu e goſpel of Chriſt? What could ever bewitch us to 
againſt, Gon, to pierce his Son, to come ſhort of our 
lainWaty in ſo many inſtances, and wrong our own ſouls?— 
moi cannot recolle& my paſt conduct this day, without 
diſo bluſhing at my own folly. I am grieved that I ſhould 
& it ever ſuffer Satan, that old and cunning ſerpent; the 
t di world, that vile enchanter ; and my own heart, that 
nd (of ſubtle deceiver, to ſeduce me from the paths of obe- 
dience. I have often thought that the view which I 
| an have had of a, crucified Saviour at this ordinance, 
es would effectually and for ever, have ſecured my 
in fdelity to him. But alas! it hath not. I may there- 
fore juſtly mingle repentance, and godly ſorrow with 
adn >! my hopes and joys. Is there one of us, who 
ce, rh not reaſon to adopt this complaint? What ſhall © 
e do to be more obedient for the future? Truly, I 
„ 1 * know 
21 Sam. xvi. 410 E 


i7 3 
4 
17 
T 
: 
: 
4 
F 
1 
a 
if 
N 
F 
ay 
4 
114 
a * 
_ 
17 
471 
5 } 
iT: 
. 
Th: 
Wi 
: 


- 
F 

A x * - — - 
Dr LY: ——— 7 —— 


Eno no better method than to take a freſh, believi 


and forcible motive. Let us then approach this 0 
dinance, and ſee Jeſus evidently ſet forth, crucif 
before our eyes, among us and for us. „Come, 
© my ſoul, and behold this great fight.” Let. th 


K 


3 wavering faith. By this fight, may a more affe@i 


a a A 


and threw down all the images, high-places! and 
Jatrous altars, till they had utterly deſtroyed the 
all. We may derive a hint of uſeful inftrdRion fr 
hence. When the religious exerciſes of a Lord's 05 


- over, are finiſhed, we muſt' not think that our wa 


" indignation againſt ſin in ourſelves and others. 
comforts we have enjoyed at the Lord's Table, and! 
ſolemn engagements we have tliere renewed; ffiould 
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view of a crucified Saviour, and keep our eyes fixe 
upon him. This the apoſtle reprefents as a fron 


elements help thy weak conceptions, | and 'fix th 


ſenſe of the love of Chriſt be impreſſed” upon 
heart; as it will promote a deep and habitual ca 
viction of my ſtrong obligation to, obedience! 4 
do thou, my Gop, keep my heart” fixed, white th 


F object ; is before my eyes. eee dega 
obs 71397 416. 64 


. Arr za radar ne 15 es 
. We read in the hiſtory of Hezehiah (2( Chron: xxxi. 
that when the 1/raelires had finiſhed the celebration 
the paſſover, * they all went out to the cities of 


and eſpecially of the Lord's Supper, our chriſtian , 


is then ended. No; then 'the moſt difficult part 
gins; which is to ſubdue and deſtroy every thing 
our temper and conduct, that ig offenſive to God: 
renounce all our idols, and manifeſt a holy zeal 


—. . this zeal in our beats Let us, with this vi 


. confi 
2 1 a 
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ſider that Jeſus hath been again ſet forth crucified 
ong us; not merely to excite ſome preſent good af - 
ions to him, and give us a tranſient pleaſure ; but 
be remembered and felt, as a principle and ſource 
obedience, an engagement to demoliſh every idol 
d luſt in our hearts. Tis impoſlible to deſcribe the 
lly and madneſs of thoſe, who after ſuch a ſight, 
ich a tranſaction, will not obey the truth. Look in- 
d the world, and ſee what men's idols are: what it 
that bewitcheth them. It is che love of money, or 
f pleaſure, It is following the ſinful cuſtoms and 
Eſhions of a perverſe generation. It is neglecting, or 
ldly performing daily devotion, and the publick and 
rivate duties of the Lord's Day. It is entertaining 
ght thoughts of Gop and Chriſt and eternal things, 
r not habitually regarding them. Beware of theſe. 
tal enchantments. Look into your hearts and ſee 
hat hath bewitched you in former inſtances, and 
guard againſt the folly and deceit for the future. 


{94nd carneſtly pray, that you may not enter into any 
the f thoſe temptations. May Gop give us wiſdom to 
| flc-now the truth, hearts to love it, wills ſteadily to 
Di pbey it, and then it will be the power of Gop to 


pur a. n Amen. 
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to Gop for his various favours beſtowed upon us; eſpe 
cially for Chrift and the bleſſings of his Tope and 
dience. It is very pro per on ſuch an occaſion to ſup- 


vants of Chriſt. And how can it be done beiter of 


which he ſpoke to his diſciples, when he was taking 


ing ſeaſon of - approaching this holy ordinance, bring 
us nearer to the cloſe of life and dur entrance on'an 
. eternal ſtate, what can be more comfortable than to 


| were deſigned to animate them and the primitive diſ- 


K 


MEDITATION. X. 


MATTHEW xxviii. 20. 


Aid lo, 1 am with you alway even unto the en 
ow of the world. Amen. | | 


Mott i important part of our F balinefs' at the Lord! 
Table is, to renew the exerciſes of gratitude 


to expreſs and confirm our reſolutions for better obe- 
geſt comfort and encouragement to the faithful ſer 
more effectually, than by reminding you of the words 
his final leave of them, juſt before he aſcended w 


heaven? Lo, faith he, I am with you alway evn 
unto the end of the world. Amen.” While every return- 


think, that Chriſt ever liveth, and will ever be with bi 


church and people? In order to illuſtrate, theſe words, " 
it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that they refer more - 
immediately to the apoſtles and firſt diſciples, — but un- 25 
doubtedly extend to his faithful miniſters and ſervant: 5 
in every ſucceeding age. | | 0 
Tuxv refer more immediately to his apoſtles, and 25 


:  ciples, 
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Iles, amidſt the difficalties, diſcouragements, and 
Ferings, to which our Lord had told them they 
ould be expoſed. He declares that he would be 
ith them ; that is, by the tokens of his ſpecial pre- 
ace, and the influences of his Holy Spirit. He 
ould ſtrengthen, aſſiſt and encourage them in the 
reat work to which they were devoted. He 
ould ſucceed them in preaching his goſpel. Iz 
ould enable them to demoliſh the falſe religions, 
dy which the world had been for ages corrupted and 
eluded; and to eſtabliſh that true, pure and holy 
eligion, which he introduced; and to promote know- 
edge, piety and happineſs thro? the earth. It may 
alſo intimate, that he would carry them with honour 


D. IC 


fog and comfort thro? all their trials and ſufferings, and 
"!{ep enable them to be faithful unto death, = He promiſes 
r o be with them always ; ; all the days, as the original 


is: i. e. every day and in every circumſtance. So that 


/ordy 
kivg hey ſhould never he left alone, but have the ſpiric 
4 nd prefence of Jeſus, their divine maſter, continually 


ith them. — And he promiſes to be with them ever 
nto the end of the world, Undoubtedly this promiſe 
uſt give high delight to the diſciples, and be a noble, 
powerful, conſtant incentive to them to be faithful 
to their truſt, active in their labours, and patient 


rd; the evangeliſt put his joyful Auen to ſuch a declaration, 
and accept ſo gracious and extenſive a promiſe with 
all faith, fervent gratitude and chearful expzCtation. 
Abt Bur doth this promiſe extend to the apoſtles 
alone ? No, undoubtedly; the ſame diſpoſition 
which led our bleſſed Lord to be tender of them, 
di- EINE . weir ſafety and comfort, leads him 
les, | | — 2 | to 


under their ſufferings, even unto death, Well might 


woith all their gifts and graces, and maketh their k 


100 SACRAMENTAL MED, 1 
to a gracious care of his people in all ages. And thy 
expreſſion, always, even unto the end of the world, plain. 
ly ſhows, that the promiſe extends to us; and that 
our indulgent maſter, in uſing theſe phraſes, intendel 
that we ſhould - underſtand it ſo, and take the con 
fort of ſuch a declaration. Chriſt will be with h 
Faithful miniſters in every age. And tho? one ar 
another of them die (for the prophets do not live 
ever) yet he raiſeth up a ſucceſſion ; furniſheth ther 


bours proſperous. It is a great conſolation to ſeriou 
_ Chriſtians, while ſome miniſters are decreaſing, to ſe 
others increaſing, Thus Chriſt ſhoweth his tender 
faithful regard to the intereſt of his church. He wil 
in every age ſupport his own cauſe, repair the waſte 
of time and death, raiſe up a ſeed to ſerve him, m 
his religion triumphant over all oppoſition, and ll 


as the world itſelf. In this view, it is very comfortable * 
to ſee young ſouls joining themſelves to the Lom 
filling up their fathers' places, and likely to-ſupponiiiſ 8. 
religion and tranſmit it honourably to the next gen of 
ration, — Well might ſuch a declaration be uſhered Ic 
in with a note of admiration; © Lo! I am with you ſt 
Behold it. Attend to it with wonder and joy. Aiſuriy 1 
yourſelves of its truth, and venture your ſouls, 7 0 
all, upon it.“ Let us, with the evangeliſt, put « f : 
hearty Amen to it: expreſſing our earne/t defire that ; d 
it may be ſo. * So be it, bleſſed Lord. Be alway b 
© with thy church. Be always with us: and we nee 

| © no more to make us a flouriſhing, holy and *. x 

© ſociety. Let us ſet our Amen to it, as expreſſing ou Sy 


firm expeation, that it ſhall be ſo. They are the words 
of him who is 5 Faithful and true, who is the ſan 


yeſterdsy 
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3 to day and for ever. Amen, Lord, if 
thou be with us, we will decline no labours : we 
will refuſe no ſufferings. We will not fear death 
itſelf, We will not unreaſonably and immoderate- 
ly regret the death of our deareſt, moſt valuable 
and uſeful friends. Thou wilt be with ſucceeding 
miniſters and chriſtians, when we are gathered to 
our fathers. O delightful view and hope! Be thou, 
O my ſoul, ever with him, and exert thyſelf to the 
utmoſt in the ſervice of thy moſt gracious and ever- 
preſent Lord. His church will be ſupported, who- 
ever, or whatever, riſeth up againſt it, He will 
be with me thro”. life and death. He will be with 
all his faithful ſervants to the end of the world; 
till all his ſchemes relating to this earth are accom- 
pliſhed. He will come again to receive them to 
complete felicity. 1 truſt, that I ſhall © be with 
him where he is, to behold his glory ; yea be ever 
with the Lord. To ſupport my faith in theſe 
great promiſes and bleflings, and the expeQation 
of his ſecond coming, this ordinance was appointed. 
la it I fee the evidences and tokens of his con- 
ſtant preſence with his church, and his everlaſting 
love to it. And may he now, by the communica- 
tions of his Spirit to my heart, evidently ſhow me, 
that he is preſent with me of a truth, and remem- 
ber that word to all his ſervants, _e which he 
hath cauſed us to hope!” | 
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: to the Lord, who bought us? But this 'muſt be a 
| Gop pleafeth. What we have been doing will, 
this nature returns, we may be in eternity. Let u 


for that day, which will call us from all mortal enjoy: 


ſucceſſors ; our children, and children's children, and 
with their miniſters, even to the end of the world, 
While they are again and again fitting down at his 
| happier ſociety : and nothing will ever interrupt our 
| while we live, we may live to the Lord; that when 


we die, we may die to the Lord; that whether we 


* we die. 


ED. 


that his taper ſhould be blown out in the ſanRuary; 
and he could eſpecially be glad to die at the table d 
the Lord. And indeed where is it more deſirable u 
meet death, than at that ordinance, when we har 
been commemorating that love, to which we owe ou 
hopes of eternal life, and giving up ourſelves afrel 


hope, promote our preparation for death, and recon- 
cile our thoughts to it. Before another opportunity of 
be ſo careful to improve this, that we may be ready 


ments and all religious ſervices here, to the more 


immediate preſence of our Lord. Let us encourage be 
ourſelves with the thought, that he will be with ou 
fellow-chriſtians, whom we leave behind; with our © 

or 


table, we ſhall be fat down with him in his heavenly 
kingdom, at a nobler entertainment, in a holier and 


conſolation and joy, Let it be our 'daily care that 


live or die we may be the Lord's: and then it 4s 
hardly worth a ſingle * . and where and 
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Ps ALM cvii. 8. 


that men ; veal praiſe the Lox v for his N 7 : 
and for his wonderful * to * clildren 4 


men 4 / 


HE goodneſs of the Wh is the moſt delight." | 
ful ſubje&t that we can contemplate ; it is 
ikewiſe the moſt copious and edifying one. It tunes 


Fe he harps and voices of the bleſſed inhabitants of hea- 
omen; and no topick can be more proper and ſuitable 
auler our meditation at the Lord's Supper. I hope we 


ave been already reflecting upon it, in our prepara- 
ion for his ſervice: and if our hearts have been 


hi | x 
ny armed with the contemplation of it, we ſhall join 
and n the moſt fervent wiſhes, that God, who is good to 


very child of man, capable of obſerving and conſi- 
dering his wonderful works, may give him the glory 
due to his name. We ſhall, with earneſt deſire, adopt 
the language of the pſalmiſt in the words now before 
ind Ius. — Theſe intimate to us, that men have great rea- 
bon to praiſe Gop. — That they are very deficient 
and negligent in praiſing him. — That this negle& 
is very deplorable; every good man will lament 
| it, and wiſh that a e devout ſpirit univerſally | 
I. . : 
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all, may have praiſe and honour from all; and that 2 
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dent: for the earth is full of his goodneſs, and \ 
- hath made his wonderful works moſt apparent to 


children of men. His general goodneſs; the diſply 


_ ſtances, and eſpecially the peculiar appearances g 


obligations to adore and love their benefactor. B 


 lowſhip of his Son Jeſus: eſpecially thoſe who hai 
been taught to receive, comply. with, love, obey 
and confide in, this gracious diſpenſation of divir 
_ - goodneſs, this wonderful work of wiſdom and mercy, 


- equally evident. We ſee multitudes, who are dail 


| 0 praiſe him. The God in whoſe hand their breat 


I. Trar men have reaſon to praiſe Gov is moſt ex 


of it to mankind according to their different circui 


providence in their favour, render a tribute. of pril 
from them his due, and lay them under the ſtronge 


thoſe are under the greateſt, moſt diſtinguiſhing an 


endearing obligations to do this, whom he hath f 
voured with the everlaſting goſpel, called to the ft 


2. Bur that men are very deficient in this duty 


inſulting and provoking their benefactor; and eye 


0 
ſome, who are under the greateſt perſonal obligation let 
to him. The conduct of others, who are not quite ¶ Nch⁰ 
baſe and impious, ſhows that their expreſſions of thanł to 

fulneſs are only the language of their lips, and tha the 


their ſouls are unaffected with the divine bountie- cht 


They want love to Gov, their benefactor, and h 


is, aud whoſe are all their ways, they have not glori 
fied.” In how few chriſtian families is the voice c 
thankſgiving to be heard! Yea, how languid are tht 
praiſes of his ſervants, even the beſt and devoatel 
of his ſervants! 
3. Now this neglect and coldneſs i is bee 
127 70 good man will e it, and wiſh and pra 
= that 
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dat Gop's rational creatures were more devout and 
ateful. He will do this, becauſe he loves him and 
ves them. He knows that praiſe is highly becoming 
ependant creatures; creatures daily and hourly ob- 
ged to their benefactor, in whom they live and 
ove and exiſt. = He knows that they, who are 
ngrateful, are in effect worſe than the brutes, who, 
ccording to their capacities, expreſs ſome ſigns of 
ratitude to their owners and maſters who feed them. 
e knows, that they, who continue ungrateful, will 
t length be deprived of all their mercies, and be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction; and that zheir 
punithment will be peculiarly dreadful, who are 
mngrateful to God for his unſpeakable gift, and all 
he ineſtimable bleſſings of the glorious goſpel. — 
herefore he wiſhes and prays, that men may be more 
enſible of the divine goodneſs, and more thankful. 
for it. He will exhort and encourage them to praiſe 
ob, and ſay, O magnify the Lord wit me, and 
let us exalt his name together.* He will pray, that 
hoſe who are now worſhipping idols, may be brought 
to ſerve the living Gop; and that he, from whom 
they have all good, may have all praiſe. Every true 
chriſtian will wiſh and pray, that all his fellow-chrif- 
tians may have a deeper and more abiding ſenſe of 
their obligations to the beſt of Beings. Vea it will 
be his fervent prayer, that, from the riſing of the 
ſun to che going down of the ſame, the Lord's name 
may be great; that his praiſes may be celebrated 
in the moſt devout and grateful ſtrains, and ſhown 
forth in the lives * all who £46: e to know and 
worſhi P him, 

_ TI norr, 


*.. 
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I noye, my Brethren, that theſe are our pious an{ 
' benevolent diſpoſitions: and as far as they |prevai 
in our hearts, they will be pleaſing to Gop, and ii 
creaſe our own gratitude, That gratitude let us expreſ 
with peculiar attention antl pleaſure, at the Lord 
Supper. Here we ſee more of the goodneſs and th 
wonderful works of the Lord, than in any other plac 
and circumſtance. Yes, (will the chriſtian ſay) m 

* heart is in ſome meaſure impreſſed; O that it wer 
© thoroughly warmed, with the ſuitable and delight 
fal ſubject. I ſee an almighty, holy, and juſl 
offended Being reconciling a ſinful world to hin 
ſelf by Chriſt. Here mercy and truth meet tog 
ther, righteouſneſs and peace embrace. each other, 
and appear in the moſt beautiful harmony. J er, 
indeed, the evil of fin diſplayed in all its defor 
mity and malignity. But that diſplay is deſignel 
to humble me for it, and keep me from it; ant 
to ſhow me my need of Jeſus, as a Saviour. And 
thus, it is an appointment reſulting from, and 
diſplaying, great goodneſs, | ſee Jeſus, whoſ 
name and nature is wonderful, becoming a facri 
fice for ſinful men; and pardon, peace, aſſiſtance 
« and eternal life procured for me by his blood, 
Come then, my ſoul, and view and reflect on the 
wonderful works of the Lord to the finful, help 
leſs children of men. No ordinance is ſo wel 
adapted to fill my heart with thankfulneſs. I have 
found it, in former inſtances, exciting and cheriſh- 
ing the moſt grateful affection to my indulgent 
and merciful Father. Here are not only one or 
two inſtances of divine goodneſs, but a multitude 


JJ)! 8 


„6 
c 
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6 

c 
c 
* 
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of them. Here is a conſtellation of mercies, ſhin-f for 
| | « 1ng 


— 
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ing forth with the greateſt brightneſs, and reflecting 
z luſtre upon each other. Here are the moſt ya- 
Juable favours ever communicated to mortals ; and 
all centering. in this, to make them holy, peaceful 
and eternally happy. I cannot conceive auy'cir- 
camſtance of life, in which thankfulneſs and joy 
are more proper and becoming. No tranſaction 
ſeems better adapted to keep alive the ſacred fire 
of divine love in my heart, and ſo to render all 
the ſervices and acts of religion pleaſant and de - 
lightful to me. Come then, O my ſoul! and, 

whatever others do, with all thy powers Praiſe 
the Lord for his gapdneſs and his wonderful works 
to the children of men; and do it the more fer- 
rently, | becauſe, _ enten its or ue per- | 


form it. 


— * 1 


Arian PARTAKING. 


WEN David had been expreſſing the many dan. 
ers thro' which he; had paſſed, and the goodneſs of 
0D in his deliserance out of them, and the boun- 


ith, © What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his 
eefts unto:meZ (Pſa. cxvi. 12.) This is a queſtion 
hich we ſhould often put to our own ſouls, as in 
e preſence of Go eſpecially when we have been 
dining in this ordinance, where we commemorate his 
onderful goodneſs and works, and the exceeding 


riſh-Miches of his grace in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. But 
gene ought to be very particular in our enquiries of 
e Or ius kind. What acts of obedience are required 


and expected from me? What ſervices can I per- 
form for my bountiful Father ? How can I ſerve my 
— e . * chriſtian 


ful manner in which: he had dealt with him, he 


zhhitely obliged ?' Let us thus frequently conſider wt 
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6 chriſtian brethren „ to whom his goodneſs | alſo J 
© tends;-who are the objects of his approbation a 
© delight f How can I promote his intereſt and gl 
© in the world, to whoſe care and mercy I am it 


we can do for him; carefully watch and chearfull 
embrace, every opportunity of teſtifying the grats 
ful ſenſe we have of our obligations to him, 

| manifeſting how much we are devoted to his 
vice and glory. He hath ſhowed 'us in his 


or 


by his precepts, and by the example of his ſaints, * 
pecially the example of our Lord and maſter, 5 


he expecteth and requireth from us, and with wha 
ſacrifices and ſervices he will be well - pleaſed. 
ing yielded ourſelves up afreſh unto the Lord, |: 
our whole lives be employed for him. Every 20 
tion, word and thought ſhould be, as far as poſlibl 
an act of gratitude, and an acceptable ſacrifice t 
him. n. ſang his praiſes, let us be careful ic 
ver to forget his wonderful works: but 1 
divine ſtrength, that we will ſerve him withou 
flaviſh fear, yea with fervent love, in holineſs | an 
righteouſneſs before him all the days of our lives 
Thus ſhall we at length join with all the ſaved « 
the Lord, in everlaſting praiſes to him for his 
neſs and his I IG) works to the children Wpiri 
. — r 
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MEDITATION XI. 


| Janmman i ill, 19. 
t I ſaid, How ſhall I put thee among 5 children, 


me, ws rock FJ not turn Sy ee Me. 


Congratulate you, my nden that we are again , 
permitted to partake of the Lord's Supper, and 
d appear as children at our father's table. I hope 
e approach it with filial diſpoſitions: that we are 
nſible of the great honour which Gop - hath con- 


im: that we delight in every returning oppor- 
unity of acknowledging our obligations, and re- 
ewing our vows. I hope we come with a chear- 
ul expectation, that we ſhall find it good for us 
us to draw near to Gop; that we ſhall receive 
ur father's bleſſing, and feel the influence of the 
pirit of adoption, ſtrengthening and comforting us, 
ind being an earneſt of eternal glory. That I may 
ſt your meditations, and excite ſuitable affections 
n your hearts, let me recommend to you, thoſe 
legant, inſtructive and comfortable words which are 
how before us. They probably refer to the reſtora 
ion of the ten tribes in the latter day, their being 
— to their * brethren, and all united to the 

* . chriſtian 


DI 


and give thee a pleaſant land, a goodly heritage ef 
the hoſts of nations? and I ſaid, Thou ſhalt call 


Tred upon us, in permitting us to draw near to 
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hoſts of heathen nations then poſſeſſed, but to 
ich the Iſraelitet were to be reſtored. This land 
often repreſented as à type and figure of hea- 
2, which infinitely - better deſerves the name of a 
z/ant land, a goodly heritage.” For it is the“ more 
ediate reſidence of the bleſſed Gov, and of his 
ends and favourites, Where thre is fulneſs of 
and pleaſures for evermore.* For this heritage - 
n were originally —— and when by ſin 
y had forfeited their title to it, Goo purpoſed, 
the diſpenſation of the goſpel, to reſtore them 
the expectation, and fit them for the poſſeſſion 
it. This was the purpoſe, Which God purpoſ- 
in bimſelf, that ſinful men ſhould be made his 
ildren, and enjoy the berter country, that is, a 
_ one. Let us now obſerve, | 
Tu wiſe, gracious, and honourable method, by 
5h this purpoſe was to be effected. The werds 
2w ſhall I do chis, ſuppoſe a kind of difficu}- 
in the way. They do not ſignify, How ſhal{ I 
rſuade myſelf to do it? But, how ſhall I'ſecure 


tent with my juſtice and holineſs, -apd my regar 

the authority and glory of my governmept? 
his ſtrongly intimates, that men ard unworthy of 
Beat a favour; that they have done nothing to 
ſerre it, and have no reaſon to expect it. It 
timates likewiſe the difficulty of contriving a 
ethad, by which this end may be anſwered, and 
e perfections of Gob ſo. diſplayed, as to prevent 
is grace from being perverted and abuſed. — Now, 
„ob himſelf hath found out a ſolution of this difi- 


4 which all the. * and * of men 
and 


y honour in doing it? How! ſhall it be done, con- 
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and angels could never have diſcovered. And d 
is, appointing his Son to die as 4 ſacrißce for 
that he might appear ja, while he is the jufij 
of them that believe in Jeſus; and alſo rr 
ducing a filial temper in the ſouls of his | 
ſlidden creatures. To this the paſſage we are 
ſidering plainly refers, for it is added, and I f 
Thou ſhalt call me, My father, and ſhalt not: 
eway from me. That is, in order to be an ob 
of my favour, and an heir of this inheritance, 
ſhalt return to me and behave as an affeQtiona 
dutiful child, This is a very juſt and inftre . 
view of religion. It is calling Gon father, whi 
includes — a grateful ſenſe of his bounty and | 
—a chearful obedience to all his commands— and 


r 
humble ſubmiſſion to all his appgintments. —It n ha 

be obſerved further, that the words intimate, ch 
divine grace ſhould be exerted, to produce i be 
maintain this temper in the ſoul. Gop unde ar 
takes that ' ſuch ſhall be their diſpolition and at 
duct. This is largely explained in the New Tei hy 
ment; where we are ſo often informed, that 6a. 
| giveth his ſpirit to remove the alienation of g. 
human heart from himſelf; to incline and teach n 
to pray, and to live ſuitable to their . h 
to encourage the expectation of his n t 
and everlaſting merẽ x. * a 
AxD now, my Brethren, let us enter into the p 
inſtructive and delightful thoughts, and  gratefui* x 

_ adore our heavenly Father, that he hath formed ſuWF* x 

' a. merciful deſign, and carries it on by ſuch ſteps, + 
at once diſplay his holineſs and goodneſs, and quai. 


yy rational creatures for endleſs happineſs, .* What 
| „ 
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) my ſoul, can be more kind and gracious, than 
he purpoſe to make rebels friends, yea children ? 
s not the method taken to promote and ſtrengthen 
filial temper in them, as happy for them as it 
; honourable to God ? I would daily reflect upon 
heſe privileges and hopes; I would never forget 
bat they are enjoyed by means of what. Jeſus hath 
done and ſuffered, and that they are communicated 
by him. Let me never forget the apoſtle's words, 
that we are predeſtinated to the adoption of chil- 
dren by Teſus Chrift, and are made accepted in the 
beloved, It is the ſpirit of God's Son which is ſeut 
into, my heart, as à ſpirit of adoption. And how 
can J expreſs my gratitude, hope and joy in more 
proper and ſublime language, than the apoſtles 
have taught me? © Behold, what manner of love 
| the father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould 
be called the ' ſons of Gop ! Bleſſed be the Gop 
and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who of his 
abundant mercy, bath begotten us again to a live- 
ly hope, of an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled 
and that fadeth not away!” With ſuch devout and 
grateful ſentiments I would partake of this ordi- 
nance, Here I am ſet among GOD I children. I 
here taſte that my father is gracious.” 1 have here 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of his paternal care and love, 
and a confirmation of my hopes of enjoying the 
pleaſant land, the goodly heritage, which he [hath 
prepared for his children. May his Spirit not y 
© witneſs With mine, that 1 am indeed a child of 


God, and be to me an og 1 of the purchaſed 
poſſe hon! 
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glorious privileges and bleſſings, it is alſo an al 
gation to abound in every filial and every chriſty 


ing. How ſhall I put thee among the childr 
ſaith the Lord 2” The anſwer is, Thou ſhalt call m 
My father, and ſhalt not turn away from me. It 
tranged from his fear and love by any temptat 


be devoted to his ſervice, and diligently. employs 


his children, © but let them not turn again. to 2 


The greatneſs of our privileges and hopes will ag - 


ub. 


An PARTAKING. 


Tris ordinance can neyer anſwer its end, ad | 
improved in a proper manner, unleſs we rememh, 
and ſeriouſly conſider, that while it is a diſplay 
divine love, a commemoration of the ſeal of 
covenant of grace, and an aſſurance of the r 


grace. Let us carefully attend to our duty, as 4 
ſcribed in the words which we have been 90 er 


therefore to be our conſtant care, that we ners 
turn away from Gov; that our hearts are not 


ons, allurements or enemies; that our whole live 
in it. Gop ſpeaketh peace and happineſs, to. 


This would be vile ingratitude, abominable tres 
chery, and the moſt daring, inexcuſeable rebellion 


gravate our diſobedience to our father's, will. Le 
this be remembered for our caution., At the [ſane 
time let us remember, for our .excouragement, tha 


Gop engageth © that we ſhall not turn away. from 
him.“ That is, he will afford zus ſufficient, grace 


ſo that if we exert our . beſt endeavgurs, carefully 


wait upon Gov, and uſe the appointed means, we 
ſhall be faithful and perſevere. This is his co- 
venant, I will put my fear in their hearts, and 
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y ſhall not depart from me,” © Beloved, now are we 

ſons of Gob: And if we be followers of him as 
hildren ; if we cheriſh and improve” in this filial- 
per, we ſhall enjoy the pleaſant Rs, the goodly 
tage aboye. And tho? © it doth not yet appear 
at we ſhall be, yet this we know, that when he 
Il appear we ſhall be like him, ſeeing him as he 
With ſuch an expectation let us always remem- 
the apoſtle's direction, Wherefore, Beloved, 
ing that ye look for ſuch things, be diligent that 
may be found of him in peace, without * and 
meleſs. ä | 5 


ED, 


1 
* 


0 . MEDI 


— Ard thes ſhalt call his name Jeſus: a. he j 


membrance, of thoſe, who have been the deliver 


mankind. Every generous mind, eſpecially 
. who are immediately benefitted by them, will 


done might continue thro' many years and agt 
But Jeſus, tho' he hath long fince left the world: 


and, if we are indeed his people, ſaved us from i 
and hell; yea, he will deliver us from the power of 
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MEDITATION, XIII. 


Marrnzwei i. 21. 


- 


eue his people from their fins. 


T hath been thought proper wal important h 
ages, to record the names, and keep up the 


of a nation from tyranny and ſlavery, or have be 
in other reſpects, great and extenſive benefatin 


ready to pay a tribute of reſpect to the memory WW:ir 


| ſuch worthy and uſeful men. And ſhall. br ver 


name of 7e/us, my Brethren, be ever dear and p 


cious to us? Ever freſh in our memory, — ever ll { 
lightful to our ears, — ever welcome to our hear per 
No one ever did, or could do, ſuch great and e th 
tenſive ſervice to mankind as he hath done. Oe, 


benefactors and ſaviours ſoon died, and their . 
vices ceaſed ; tho? the good effects of what they 


gone to the Father, ſtill continues to ſerve us. 
hath freed us from a ſtate of ignorance and darkneli 


Pi 


A 
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ve, and raiſe us to immortal life and glory, He 
till by his Word, his Ordinances, and his Spirit, 
ying on the work of ſalvation in us, and train- 
us up for the perfection of it in a future ſtate, 
w careful ſhould we be to keep up the memory 
his doctrine, his obedience, his ſufferings and ſav- 
> benefits! With what gratitude, ſhould we com- 
morate his name and his love at this ordinance, 
ich was appointed for that purpaſe! What more 
rious and excellent could be ſaid of him than 
s, that © he ſhall ſave his people from their fins ?* 
hat more honourable to him? What more com- 
table to us? He ſhall /ave them, ſaith the ange- 
k meſſenger. He ſhall not only attempt it; even 
> attempt would have been kind; but he ſhall 
ually do it. —It is intimated in this declaration, 
at he ſhall hawe a people to ſave: Some, yea many 3 


thouſands and millions, who ſhall embrace his 
or WWE rine, obey his commands, and truſt his ſaving 
ot er. His labours of love and his ſufferings nil 


be vain. So it was foretold by. Iſaiah, He 

ll ſee his ſeed, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall 
per in his hand. He ſhall give eternal life to 
that the father hath given him. — Again, he ſhall 
e, completely ſave, all who are his people; all who 
cerely believe and truſt in him and obey him. 
e hath ſaved many of them already. Multitudes 
every period of the chriſtian church have been 
livered from fin and hell, and conducted to glory 
him, and are now the monuments of his ſaving | 
Ver and grace. Many that we knew, eſteemed 
om id loved; yea many, who have often partaken with 


r of of theſe memorials of his death, are now with 
gra Fo  {- Ain 


| ſhall be accounted to the Lord for a generation, 
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him, evjoying his bliſsful preſence, and adoring hi 
ſacred name. He is ſtill carrying on his ſaving 
deſign. We ſee ſome effects of it in many ſoul 
around us: the work of religion, beginning, pn 
ceeding and greatly advanced, in our fellow-chr 
tians. I hope that we feel his ſaving grace in o 
own ſouls; that we find the habits of ſin weakene 
its power gradually declining, and the habits « 
piety, holineſs and love, confirmed and firengthene 
| He will ſave thouſands who are yet unborn, a 
to the remoteſt ages have 4 ſeed to ſerve him, wi 


| any | 
Finally, if we continue faithful to him he will © - 
plete our ſalvation. For, as the apoſtle teacheth ui. | 
to argue, If when enemies we were. reconciled ic. 
God by the death of his Son, much more, being toc 
conciled, ſhall we be ſaved by his life.” What Lo 
hinder the complete ſalvation of his faithful people gal 
Is he not Jeſus, a divine Saviour? Emmanuel, Gol: ing 
with us? 80 united to the ſupreme Gop and Fat he: 
of -all, that the perfections of the Moſt High ae ſor 
in eſfect his, to bé employed for their ae © {al 
Can Satan, can the world, can life or death, . * 
things preſent, or to come, deſtroy any one of dl © W 
whom Jeſus will ſave? He hath hitherto been 2. bs 
ro ſave, able to ſave zo tlie uttermaſt; and no. foe in 
ever was deſtroyed, that was one of his poor "FR 
And hath he. loſt his power ? Are his grace ac he. 
faithfulneſs leſſened ? It is impoſſible. — With wh | 
- gratitude and joy doth it become us to celeb tn 
his love, and welcome him with our moſt chear . er. 
hoſannas, who comes on ſo kind a deſign, to fi 


his * from cheir uns? Some illuſtrious PN 
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nd warriours: have been called Saviours, on account : 
f the liberty and happineſs, which they procured 
or thoſe, in whoſe cauſe they were employed; and 
heir names are honourably recorded in hiſtory, and 
ill venerable. And ſhall we not glory in the name 
f Jeſus and the ſalvation he hath effected? If it is 
begun in our own ſouls, and we are experiencing 
ts gradual advances, ' we ſhall ſay with the warmeſt 
ratitude, © Hoſanna! bleſſed be he that cometh 
n the name of the Lord; even he who is meek 
ind having falvation!* — Nor would I willingly ſay - 
ny thing to damp your devout pleaſure on this oc- 
aſion, did not the experience of my own heart give 
me too much ground to ſuſpect, that- you alſo have 
auſe for humiliation before Gov. Alas! I have 
too much reaſon to bluſh and mourn before the 
Lord, that I have not attained greater degrees of 
* ſalvation from fin, when nothing hath been want- 
ing on the part of Jeſus to produce them, I have 
* heard and read much of him. I have long had 
* ſome acquaintance with him and his goſpel of 
ſalvation. He hath been evidently and often ſet 
forth in this ordinance, crucified before my eyes. 
Why then am I ſo much in love with fin? Why 
* are there ſo many ſad and painful remainders of it 
in my heart? Why have I ſo, little activity and zeal 
in his ſervice? Why ſo little care to prepare my 
heart for religious ordinances, eſpecially this? Why 
am I ſo cold and, formal in my ſupplications and 
' thankſgivings? Why am I ſo fond of earth and 
* creatures, and ſo averſe, at leaſt feel ſo much 
reluctance, to think of heaven and die to go to 
Jeſus, which 1 cannot but acknowledge to * far, 
| E 2 %%% 5 wu. 


oO 


us from all iniquity. Let us abſtain and fly fron 


ſpiritual enemy. This ſacred name ſhould be me! 
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« yea, infinitely better? * Whoſe heart doth not | 
ſentiments, and in effect utter. complaints, like theſe 
Such thoughts and reflections are very proper at thi 
- ordinance: for he who thus humbleth himſelf hall 
 exalred. He ſhall receive more grace from Chriſ 
= ſtrengthen him againſt remaining imperfectiot 
and temptations, and to eſtabliſh his heart in th 
ſervice of his divine maſter. While we are thu" © 
humbled for fin, let us think of Jeſus the Savior 
Let us thankfylly partake of theſe memorials of hi 
death : that the work of ſalvation may be ie 
on in us, and we may be more than e 2 
over every corruption and r es thro? him hu 
| hath _ us. | 


1 PARTAKING. 


Tr is a moſt: important, amiable and inftrogin 
view, which the apoſtle giveth us of the goſpe 
when he calls it, à doctrine according to ' gadline 
(1 Tim. vi. 3.) The grand deſign of it is to fant 
us from ſin, and 1 us to live godly in ]eſi 
Chriſt. It ſhould be our care to behave as thoſ 
who reverence and love the name of Feſut, aul 
think it -our honour and a reaſon for great thankful 
neſs, that we are his diſciples, He died to redeen 


it with the greateſt reſolution. Let us act as Gov 
. redeemed ' ſervants, and glorify him in our bodies a 
ſpirits which are his. In order to this, we ſhould g 
forth to our chriſtian warfare in the ſtrength of 
ſus, and in his name lift up our banners againſt eve 


_ tioned and pleaded in all our addreſſes to the thron 
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grace. The recollection of the methods by which 
ſus ſaves us; even by his doctrine, his death and i in- 
rceſſion ought. to keep us habitually humble, watch- 
, and faithful. Let us fincerely wiſh well to, and 
ily pray for, the ſucceſs of his ſaving deſign ; that 


nd let us labour to ſave the ſouls committed to 
care, and all others to whom our influence can 
bien tend. Thus we, in our humble ſphere, ſhould be 
orkers together with him. Think frequently and 
ioully of the heavenly world, and thoſe thouſands 
thouſands who have been redeemed and ſaved by 


lebrate his praiſes, The hope of being united to 
e grand company of the ſaved of the Lord, ſhould | 
cite us- to the greateſt diligence to grow more 
fect in every, good work. And it ſhould comfort 
id encourage us under the unayoidable imperfec- 


the redeemed, in aſcribing ſalvation, and glory, 
d bleſſing and praiſe to him that fitteth upon the 
one, n Amen. 


he would add to his church ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 0) 


ſus, whoſe hearts are filled with his love, and who 


"ns. of the preſent ſtate, May we at length join 
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MEDITATION XIV. 
Isaran „ 2 5 


But they that avait upon the IL ORD hall renew thit 
Frength: they ſhall mount up with wings as tagli 

they ſhall run and not bt weary, and Fg "—_" 
ans rot 2 8 + 


* . 


175 1s the nen of chriſtians to have the hope 
1 of glory ſet before them. It is the privileged 
| fincere and Ready chriſtians to feel the good effelt 
of this hope, in ſupporting and animating their hear 
amidſt bodily infirmities, and the other afMliQion 
of the | preſent ſtate, Nothing is better adapted t 
eſtabliſh the vigour of the ſoul, and increaſe 2 
frengthen the hope of glory, than a diligent ca 
to wait upon Gop, in the uſe of all thoſe meat 
which he hath appointed. With this. view, I hop 
and believe, you are approaching to this ordinanc 
And to aſſiſt your reflections, and encourage yo! 
expectation of divine aſſiſtance thro' a mediator, | 
me recommend to you that comfortable promiſ 
which Gop by the prophet 1/aiah giveth 1 in the word 


not 
ſence 
2. 


before us. In meditating upon it, it will be natt 3 
ral to conſider, the duty recommended, — the en * 
couragement given, — and then ſuggeſt the reaſon 6 


we have to depend vpon it. 32 


. =” Tut 


\ 
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1. TRE duty here recommended is waiting upon 
Lord. This expreſſion may include many acts 
the mind: but the connection of the words ſhows, 
at here it principally refers to prayer. The pro- 
et had ſaid, that Gop * giveth power to the faint, 
id increaſeth the frrength of the wweak:” that the 
puths, however. vigorous and active, if they truſt to 
eir native ſtrength, and forget their dependance 
bon Gop, ſhall not only * faint and be weary, 
t utterly fall.” Vet he adds, They that wait 
pon the Lord, ſhall renew their Arength. Waiting 
the Lord then implies, a ſenſe of our own weak - 
ſs, and our need of divine help. It alſo im- 
lies a perſuaſion of the power and goodneſs” of 
30D ; his readineſs to ſtretch out his almighty hand 
8 help us, amidſt the difficulties, infirmities and 
mptations, to which we are expoſed. It implies, 
hat divine help is to be ſought by prayer; that we 
atly wait upon Gop with our fervent requeſts for 
ie guidance and defence. And if we hope for his 
nterpoſition, we are to be diligent in the uſe of 
hoſe means, which he hath appointed, and to which 
te hath promiſed his bleſſing, We are to exert our 
oft reſolute endeavours to ſupport and help our- 
elves. And it may intimate, that we are patiently 
o perſevere in the way of duty, even tho' he ſhould 
not -1mmediately appear for our aſſiſtance * de- ; 
fence, Let us alſo attend to, | 

2. Tas encouragement given; or the promiſe an- 
nexed to thus waiting on the Lord. Such devout, 
humble ſouls ſhall renew their frength. They ſhall | | 
grow more ſteady and eſtabliſhed ih religion. They ; 
mall "wr a \ ſopply of divine Mp. proportioned to 
Tut | E <4} + | their 


D. 


trations of the fleſh, and the many other difficul a 
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kheir trials. As their work and their difficulty | 
renewed, ſo ſhall the vigour of their ſouls be n 
newed: and as their day is, their ſtrength ſhall bd 
How far this ftrength ſhall operate, and what no 
effects it ſhall produce, may be ſeen by the folle 
ing words. They ſhall mount up with wings as eagly 
Eagles are remarkable for mounting upwards ;| buill 
ing their neſts on high places, and moving with 
ſwift, ſtrong, ſteady flight. Thus the devout ſerva 
of Gop ſhall move onward in their chriſtian courſe 
mount towards the heavenly ftate, without bei 
unduly influenced by the enjoyments and temptz 
tions of this world. They ſhall ſurmount all t 
_ oppoſition and difficulties which they meet wit 
They ſhall run and not be weary; and they ſhall u 
2 not faint. They ſhall proceed ſteadily in a cc 
of obedience, without fainting and tiring, Te b 
thall chearfully and conſtantly preſs on towards d 
glorious prize, notwithſtanding the burdens and. 


which they have to contend with. Thus it” is pr 
miſed, © The righteous ſhall hold on his way, and h 
that hath clean hands, a pure diſpoſition of foul 
and a heart elevated above ſenſual enjoyments, * ſhall 
grow /tronger and ſtronger. — But it may be aſked, 
can we depend upon ſuch an encouragement as this! 
We daily feel that we need it. May we be aſſurel 
that this will be our own caſe ? 1 noe undoubt 
_ edly : For, 
3. Walrix e upon Gov hath in iſelf a 22 
tendency to eſtabliſh and ſtrengthen the ſoul. IF u 
pPromoteth that humility, which is our greateſt ſecu- 

rity, and reſtrains that pride, which goeth before a 
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tt n. 1c will 2160 lead us to {exert Gur beſt, endex- 
e , and put forth all bur on ſtrength ; ae 


11 oald not be chargeable with the guilt of affront- 
noh Gov, by aking his help without them. 
oll he ature) of the: bleſſed 'Gop firengthens this en- 
gl orzgement. Therefore the-iprophet” had ſuggeſted to 
bail this thought; Cv. 28.) that The everlaſting 
vith oo, the Lord, the Wan the ends of the earth, 
u inteth not neither is weary;” Hi power is vaſt and 
nbounded, and nothing is too hard for him. His 
nderſtanding: is inftite; there is no ſearching it. 
herefore he can never be pazzled with any diffi- 
olties, but muſti know how, in every poſſible caſe, 
o deliver the godly ont of their temptations. T0 
he faint! and them that have no ſtrength of their 
wn, he giveth © power;' how low ſoever they may 
brought; even to the very brink. of deſpair; — 
onſider alſo his promis and his covenant : Promiſes 
any, exceeding great and eres gen and all deſign- 
d to give us ſtrong conſolation. His covenant is 
ordered in all things and ſure. He hath given us 
is dear Son, and with him all things. Inexhauſ- 
ible treaſures of grace and ſtrength are lodged in 
his hands, out of whoſe fulneſs we may receive 
very needful ſupply. He hath: appointed his Sup- 
per, to direct our thoughts to the ſeal of that co- 
venant. It is a ſolemn atteſtation af + the, grace of 
he goſpel, and all its bleſſings on Gop's part. On 
ur's, it expreſſeth our deſire” of his help, and our 
ü derotedneſs to his ſervice, Let our ſouls: therefore 
ER wait upon the Lord, and in his word let us hope. 
ecu· And doth not your own experience, Chriſtians, con- 
re rm this reaſoning F Yes, will you ſay, bleſſed be 
fall, | | 5 3 | © Gop, 
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« Gov, it doth. I have often found my ſtrengt 
renewed; and have acted moſt vigorouſly in h 
ſervice, when 1 have moſt ſincerely, and Row 
„ and humbly waited upon him. I have often be 
nin circumſtances, in which I have been ready: 
4 conclnde, that I ſhould be quite ſunk and 

© borne by temptations, and afflictions; or tha 

_ © ſhould loſe: the poſſeſſion” of my own my 
© cauſe I loſt ſome valuable earthly comforts. - 

_ £'Gop- hath wonderfully ſupported me. He ha 
been better to me than my fears; and I ha 
© ſeen reaſon to adopt the -apoſtle's language, 
I am weak, tlien am I firong.”: : When I have dee 
moſt ſenſible of my own weakneſs, moſt -« 
of myſelf, and moſt confident in God, I have 
perienced much inward vigour, and been carrie 

«. thro? difficulties, ſeemingly unſurmountable. Ih 
his faithful . promiſe, that this ſhall ſtill and 
ways be the caſe. I would therefore encoura 

© myſelf in the Lord, my Gop. I would come 1 
n this ordinance with a firm faith in his promiſe: 
ratified and ſealed with the blood of Chii 
And as the beſt preparation for it, I would n 
o boldly to the throne of grace, in the a l 
2 faithful, compaſſionate high prieſt, that I mz 
© obtain mercy, and find —— to 1 in ever 
time enn! ide * Aan 
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WIT on the Lord, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, be d 
- good courage, and he walt e thy heart 

wait, I ſay, on the Lord. (Pſalm; xxvii. 14. 


8 This we have been doing with . wa: 
: j 


\ 


2b. 14. MEDITATIONS. WE 
at it is to be the buſineſs of every day, No ex- 
ortation can be more important. No one would 
we a greater influence to ſtrengthen the divine 
fe in our ſouls, if it were duly pratliſed. Let me 
rge you to live near to Gop, in the exerciſes of 
rely faith, and humble fervent devotion. And 
hile you are ſo doing, ſtrive to keep up your 
durage. Let not your hearts ſink under the diffi- 
ulties and burdens of life. For in the Lord ; 
£Hovan there is everlaſting ſtrength :? and he is as 
eady as he is able to make all grace abound to 
ou, — Let me urge this duty upon the young, who 
ave lately given themſelves unto the Lord, and 
re ſetting out in religion. Remember what the 
rophet ſaith, © The yourhs ſhall faint and be weary, 
nd the young men ſhall utterly fall. Thoſe that 
re confident in themſelves, who truſt to the ſtrength 
of their own endeavours, and the firmneſs of their 
den reſolutions, will faint and fall. But the ſoul, 

nich maintains a humble ſenſe of its dependance 
upon Gop, and continued need of his aſſiſtance, and 
fervently implores it; the ſoul which is ſtrong in the 
grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, will not faint. Or if 
he ſhould ſometimes be weary, he ſhall not utterly 
all, = Let me urge this duty upon the aged and 
infirm. Providence, by ſecluding you in à great 
meaſure, from the buſineſs and amuſements of the 
world, calleth you to be more frequent in the ex- 
erciſes of devotion, to ſerious, habitual ejaculations, 
de oi and to keep Gop and heaven more diligently in 
ean your eye. Let me exhort you to continue in prayer, 
14. and abound therein with thankſgiving, All other 
pity, rien graces are nouriſhed by devotion, The 


% 
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x SACRAMENTAL men, v 
practice of every other virtue is ſupported and mad 
eaſy and agreeable by it. It is the beſt refuge of 
human frailty. It is the greateſt ſupport of bes 
_. venly perfection. Wonder not therefore if I imitate 
the pſalmiſt, and again and again fay, Wait on 1 

| Lord. Be anxious about nothing, but in even 
thing by prayer and ſupplication with thankſyiving 
make known your requeſts unto Gop'; and his 
peace, which paſſeth all underſtanding, ſhall' keep 
your hearts and minds thro' Chriſt Jeſus.” Amen, 


D. 
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F 
MEDITATION xv. 


 Hennaws ix. 13. 


1 for this cauſe he is the mediator if the New 

Teſfament (or covenant), that by means of death, for 
the redemption of the tramſgreſſions that evere under 
the firſt teſtament, they evohich are called might re- 
ceive the promiſe of eternal inheritance. | 


T is proper ſometimes to remind chriſtians, that 
the leading deſign of their aſſembling at the 
ord's Supper, is to commemorate the death of 
nriſt; to recollect and impreſs upon their minds, 
e ends for which he ſubmitted to it, and to che- 
h thoſe diſpoſitions, which are ſuited to the obli. 
ations they are under to him. The view which 
he apoſile gives us of the deſign of Chriſt's ſuf- 
rings, in this paſſage, is very inſtructive and com- 
rrtablez and therefore proper to be the ſubject of 
ir meditation, He had been Rating the diffe- 
nce between the ſacrifice of Chriſt and the ſa - 
fifice of beaſts under the Meſaic law, and ſhowing 
ow much more excellent the former was than the 
atter. He then proceeds, in the words now before 
s and in the following verſes, to compare the 
Id and the new covenant. And here we may 
bſerve the view given us of our _ 8 1 
ud of the ends of his death. 


| Gop. The Father's appointing him to be median 
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| I. Lav us attend to the view here given us ( 

| Chriſt. He is the mediator of the New' 7. eft ament | 
covenant, Under the former covenant, which 
here compared with the chriſtian covenant, My 
was the mediator, interpoling between Gov 
Jrael; who were parties in the covenant, when : 
law was given at mount Sinai. The apoſtle te 
the Galatians, that it was ardained by angels in M ef 
| hand of a midintor. (Gal. iii. 9.) The new covena 
is better than the former, as it was eſtabliſhed upalWWoſi! 
better promiſes. It was, more properly than the fo 
mer, a covenant of grace, and was tranſacted th urch 
a greater and more excellent mediator, even Chril 
He is called in this epiſtle, he ſurety of the bety 
covenant. Now both theſe titles intimate to w 
that He hath not only interpoſed to make peace ar 
eſtabliſh a friendſhip between Gop and man, bl 
undertaken and engaged that the agreement or {i 
pulations on both parts ſhall be fulfilled. He hai eace 
diſplayed the holineſs and faithſulneſs of God. 
the promiſes of the covenant are yea and a! 
faithful and ſure in Chriſt Jeſus, to the glory d 


and accepting his ſacrifice, of which he gave ſuf 
cient proof by raiſing him from the dead, are con 
vincing evidences of the mercy of Gop and Mrivi 
faithfulneſs to his engagements, Chriſt is alſo f 
mediator on our part; as he is the head of d 
church, acts in the name of his people, ſuppli 
them with all neceſſary aſſiſtance, and will beſtot 
eternal life upon all who comply with the terms d 
the covenant, Thus is Jeſus the mediator of thi 
new covenant, _ 1 So 
| | . LI 


.15˙ MEDITATIONS. 97 


2. LEr us now take c brief viem of tie end. of 
death. And they were, to obtain the pardon of 
and eternal life for mankind * two of the greateſt 
efings which they needed, as guilty, immortal 
eatures. He died For the redemption of the tranſgref- 
1 that were under, or againſt, the firſt covenant; 
deliver men from the guilt of their former tranſ- 
efions, and that ſentence_of condemnation, which 
y againſt them in conſequence of theſe, The 
oſtle - plainly / intimates, that their. tranſgreſſions 


liver the ſinner from the final judgment of Gop 

another world. In this reſpet, the blood of 
ulls and goats could not tale away fin. It only 
anctifed to the purifying of the fleſh, It made 
eace for the offender with the government under 


„ with the extraordinary government of IEHñOVAU 
king of 1/rael. It furniſhed him with a pardon, 
hich might be pleaded againſt any proſecution, 


ourts of juſtice, or againſt any. excluſion from the 
rivileges of the temple, for ſuch offences. This 


ion. It alſo confirms the apoſtle's reaſoning, con- 
erning the ſuperiour excellency of the ſacrifice of 
hriſt; ſince that tended to purify the conſcience, 


nd ſaves all who are penitent, from the ſentence 


f Gon, as the moral governor of the world; even 


to 


duld not be redeemed ; that is, the pardon. of them 
urchaſed and obtained, by the former covenant, or 
y of its rites or ſacrifices. Theſe were never inn 
nded to expiate offences to ſuch a degree, as to 


hich he then was, for offences not capital; that 
hat might be commenced againſt him in their 


'ou will endeavour to keep in mind, as a thought. 
wich throws great light upon the Mo/aic diſpenſa- 


from everlaſting condemnation, Thus Chriſt is ſaid . 


— 


were propoſed as the reward of obedience: - But 
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to die to tale away our fins, to bring us to G0] 
and to deliver us from rl wrath to. come. 
other end of Chriſt's death was, to | obtain eter 
life for mankind. That all who are called, mig 
receive the promiſe of eternal inheritance.” 155 
covenant, that at mount Sinai, had no direct n 
rence to this; only to an inheritance in the l; 
of Canaan and to other temporal bleſſings, whi 


great promiſe and motive of the goſpel is eter 
life; An inheritance incorruptible, undefiled : 
that fadeth not away, reſerved for them in the he 
vens.* This is infured to all fincere Believers 
the death of Chriſt, That great event confirmed i 
covenant, in which it is promiſed. His reſurredii 
from the dead ſhows the efficacy of that atonement 
by which it was purchaſed, and ſecures the reſu 
rection of all his faithful followers to eternal liß 
For theſe important ends Jeſus Chriſt died. A 
how can our thoughts be more ſuitably employed i 
this ſolemnity, than in ſerious and devout :medity 
tion on the death of Chriſt, conſidered in 
light? | h 
IB thankful, O my ſoul, (mould na of | 
«* ſay) for ſuch a Redeemer, ſuch deliverance, ſuck 
« promiſes and ſuch hopes. Rejoice in him, | 
whom thou oweſt thy proſpects of pardon,  pead 
add ſalvation. There was a time indeed, - whet 
'© theſe appeared to thee no ſuch conſiderable. 
valuable bleflings. * When -1. was immerſed i 
* worldly cares, minding earthly things; when I 
ready to make light of ſin, and thought it ſuſl 
cient to n from n ee ons © of _— 


Bf and 
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nd keep up ſome forms of devotion and godli- 1 


eſs. But ſince I have ſeen what a bitter thing 
n is, how glorious and holy the Lord is, and 
zow neceſſary repentance, converſion and purity 
ff heart are to my final acceptance and ſalvation, 
now eſteem thoſe bleſſings of vaſt and infinite 

mportance. My heart is riſing in gratitude - to 
hat Goo and to that Saviour, who have loved 

e and given-me- everlaſting conſolation and good 
ope thro* grace. I now- venerate and love this 

ordinance as a memorial of that blood, which 
ealed the covenant of grace; as a ſolemn token 
f my accepting the goſpel, and of the divine 
favour and eternal life, upon my cordial accept- 
ance of it and obedience to it. I would-come to 
it with a penitent and a grateful heart. I would 
heriſh that holy fear and tenderneſs of conſcience, 
vaich the contemplation of | Chriſt's ſacrifice is ſo 
well adapted to promote. And I defire that thoſe 
hopes of the eternal inheritance. may be ſtrengths | 
ened, to which I am begotten. by the death 
reſurrection of my Saviour. I would be 1 
cularly careful to conſider. this hope, as a moſt 
powerful motive to abſtain from fin, from all ap- 
be * 


1 


* 


pearances and occaſions of evil, n 
in all manner of converſation. ' 


AFTER PARTAKING. 


We have been commemorating. the death of brit: 
the ſeal of that covenant in which pardon and 

eternal inheritanes are propoſed to our accept» 

nee, and confirmed to all that comply with the 
emands of that covenant. How reaſonable and 
| weighty 


— 


| doing ? Having, therefore, theſe promiſes, dearh l 


ſo honourable and pleaſing to him, and the fy 
dation and ſupport of holy obedience, Let 
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60 D. (2 Cor. vii. 1.) The end of Gop's enty 
8 ing into covenant with men, giving them ſug 


condeſcenſion, and that fervent. gratitude for 4 


animated by that reverence for God, as the ſupren 
Zovernour, and eſpecially that veneration for ! 
: goodneſs, as the Saviour of them that believe, why 
is ſo reaſonable in itſelf, and will produce thiſ;:c« 
a glorious effects. Let us deeply impreſs upon ot 
memories and our hearts, thoſe words of the apoſti 


| MED. bs 
weighty doth that exhortation of the apoſtle appe 
at all times, eſpecially after what we have be 


lowed, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthingſ; 
fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear 


precious promiſes and ratifying them in ſo. ſolen 
and ſo endearing a manner, 1s to make us ' unive 
ſally pure and holy, It is particularly deſigned 
adapted to excite that high admiration of di 


bleſſings of the goſpel, which is a temper at 


labour to preſerve upon our minds worthy though 
of the goſpel - ſcheme; a juſt ſenſe of its nature u 
deſign, Let it be daily conſidered as a doctrint a 
cording to godlineſs; centering in this, to engage | 

to abſtain from the appearance of evil, and 
wy holineſs in the fear of Gop. Let it quick 
us to preſs after the higheſt attainments in religion 


© Every man that hath this hope in him,” of bein 
like Gop and ewe him as he is, e e him/il 
even as he is pure,” 5. 
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den Barnabas came to Antioch, and had ſeen the 
grace of GOD, he was glad, and exhirted them 
ll, that wwith Ts 7 heart they would cleave 
* the Lor 4. . | meth 


Violent perſecution having diſperſed | mod of the 
firſt (chriſtians from Jeru/alem, ſome of them 
me to Antioch and preached Chriſt to the heathen 
ere; and thro* the hand, or power, of Goo, a 

eat number believed and turned to the Lord. The 
urch at Feruſalem, hearing of this, ſent Barnabas 


re told what he ſaw — how he was affected with 
—and what method he took to ſupport and en- 
durage theſe good beginnings. 


w the grace of GOD; that is, the effects of his 
race or favour granted to the converts. The ſacred 
itory informs us, that a great number had believed 
d turned to the Lord; that is, to Chriſt, as their 
ord and Maſter, with humble faith and ſubmiſſion. 
hey had received and embraced his religion, and 
hanged a vain, carnal, ſenſual life, for a ſerious, 
oly, religious one. Barnabas ſaw the wonderful 
ad happy eo which the goſpel had, not only 
upon 


ither to further this glorious work. And we are 


1. LET us attend to what Barnabas er wrd. He : 


a Tho' others had been the inſtruments of beginn 


th work, He exhorted- them all; the word { 


Tord; © ſteadily to adhere. to chriſtianity z- not | 


„ - his with Purpoſe of heart ; that is, wich a delibe- 
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upon their profeſſion, but their temper. and | 
our. And this the hiſtorian, with great propn 
aſeribes to the grace or favour of GUT ler 
further, + ] 

2. How he was affeed with this fight. He | 
glad. For (as it follows) he was 4 geo man; | 
rejoiced to ſee the goſpel ſucceſsful in that la 
flouriſhing, but very wicked city. He was glad 
ſee the prejudices of ſo many removed, and to 
them receiving Chriſt and walking in his way 


and furthering this divine work, inſtead of envyi 
them, he, like a good man, rejoiced in their ſuccel 
And he was delighted to ſee ſo great a num 
added to the church, and to have ſach an encourt 
ging proſpect of the ſpread of the goſpel ia d 
populous place. Once more 'obſerye, 

3 WHaT method he. took to ſupport' and 22 


fies both to exhort, and to comfort or ent 
Thus when Barnabas is called the ſon of con 
it is the fame-werlk e is: wid noe; tht in 
' ferent form. He exhorted them t cleave. ta 


forſake their religious - profeſſion and practice, 
account of any temptations addreſſed. to their hope 
or their fears; any allurements or any terrors. H 
exhorted them not to decline in their zeal or affe 
tion; but to improve in their acquaintance will 
the goſpel, in their love and obedience. to eg 
live a life of dependance upon Chriſt and. devot 
neſs to his ſervice. — And he exhorted them to « 


ur 
h 
r ate 
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firm reſolution, founded on ſerious. confidera- | 


t religion which they | had embraced, and the 
efity and advantage of a ſteadfaſt adherence to 
He exhorted them to exert the moſt active, 
ous endeavours to- oppoſe every temptation and 
improve every religious opportunity and advan- 
e.— The expreſſion may farther import, that he 
raged them to do this. He ſet before them the 
cious promiſes. and. glorious hopes of the goſpel, 
order to animate them to endure to the end. 
aſſured them of all needful aſſiſtance from hea» - 
„ and of that crown of glory which ſhould be 
en to all that were faithful to death. 

xp now, my Brethren, you ſee how much uſe- 
baden this paſſage of ſcripture contains, and 
w ſuitable that inftraction- is to the preſent ſer- 
I may-addreſs you as thoſe, who have believed 
goſpel and turned to the Lord. Vou are ready, 
am perſuaded, to aſcribe this to the grace of 
OD: With great thankfulneſs to give him the 
ry, who made ſerious: impreſſions on your hearts, 
ted you to turn from {ſin and folly to the love 
d ſervice of the Redeemer; and -hath thus far 
| you on in the way of religion. This good work 


2 evident token of divine favour. Your minifters, - 
te Barnabas, are glad to ſee the effects of this 
ce; much more than to ſee you healthy, proſ- 
tous and comfortable for this world, tho” in that 
they rejoice... To ebſerve your readineſs to join 
urſelves to the Lord, to receive you as members 
his church and meet you at the Lord's Table, 

e 58 e gives 


\ of the divine authority and the / excellency of 


your ſouls is the effect of divine operation and - 
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gives them great joy. And if you haye that ch 
tian temper, which we hope and believe you ha 
you yourſelves will be glad to obſerve the regt 
rity and holineſs of your fellow-chriſtians. - 
you muſt allow us, with good Barnabas, till to 
hort you avirh purpoſe of heart to cleave to the l 
It is an exhortation which the beit of you ng 
Obſerve, it is ſaid that Barnabas exhorted th 
ALL; as he knew that they were all expoſel 
many temptations from without and from with 
Your temptations alſo are many; perhaps more 
gerous than theirs; as we are more likely to bu 
ſlide and decline amidſt the ſmiles, than the froy 
of the world; and to forſake Chriſt, while 
churches have reſt, than when they are perſecu 
Suffer therefore the word of exhortation, and cl 
to the Lord with purpoſe of heart. Enter into ſeri 
_ conſideration of the reaſonableneſs, the wiſdom, 1 
comfort, the advantage, of being ſteadily religia 
Be daily ſtrengthening your good purpofes and 
ſolutions, by devout meditation, fervent prayer, 
_ renewed ſelf-dedication. Eſpecially do it att 
_ ordinance, 
© Yes, ſaith the Chriſtian, glad am I to expi 
and confirm my determination to cleave to | 
Lord. For I find my heart bent to backlli 
and have innumerable temptations to lead 
aſtray from him. 1 ſee at this ordinance « 
divine engagements; the aſſurances of para = 
aſſiſtance and everlaſting happineſs to all fteadi 
chriſtians. And I would remind myſelf of, 
renew, my engagements to act as one of the 
I have here many forcible motives to Readfaftn 


; 6 ' 
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t before me. I ſee the grace of GOD illuſtri- 
ally diſplayed in the gift of his Son, and in all 
he abaſement and ſufferings to which he ſubmit- 
d for my ſalvation. I view his obedience unto _ 
eath, and his love which was ſtronger than death. 
view a repreſentation of that precious blood, 
hich made an atonement for fin; by which 1 
raw near to Gop, and which opened a way 
ato the holieſt. Since Goo hath appointed his 
zon to be the captain of our. ſalvation, thro? 
hoſe ſtrength I can do all things, I comfortably 
argue his readineſs to help me in my chriſtian - 
ork and warfare, and chearfully ſpring forward | 
o encounter all the difficulties which lie in my 
I can encourage myſelf with the hope of 
ag afliflawens of the Holy Spirit, to make me 
perfect in every good work; ſince they were 
obtained for me by a ſuffering Saviour, and are 
belowed by an exalted one. I would draw near 
to this ordinance with a true heart, with full 
purpoſe to cleaye to the Lord, And having ſuch 
a high prieſt and mediator, would © come e 
to the throne of grace, that I may obtain mercy ? 
to pardon my "paſt unſteadineſs, and find grace 
o help in every future time of need. 


4 
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ST Fohn ſaith, I have no greater Joy than to hear 
at my children walk in the truth. It is the greateſt . 
y of chriſtian miniſters to obſerve the churches, 
er which they. preſide, cleaving to the Lord, and 
chaving as becometh the goſpel, This is what 
2 naturally and ann expect from thoſe, 

| 5 who 


and vowed in his preſence, would deſervedly | 


” ever and ever. Amen.“ | 5 
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who have given themſelves. unto the Lord. Dilg 
point not, we entreat you, their pleaſing expe 
tions from you. Not to cleave to the Ling. o 1 
what you have ſo frequently and ſolemnly promi 


upon you juſt. reproach, and aggravated guilt. 0 
it will expoſe you to greater ſhame and puni 
ment hereafter, than if you had never experient 
the grace of Gov, and never known he way 
life. It would bring upon your miniſters. g 
grief of heart, than if you had never. made t 
publick * profeſſion of religion and. entered into « 
munion with the church. And. this thought IL 
perſuaded will have ſome weight with you. For i 
| ſake of Gop then, who. hath given you his gra 
for the ſake of Chriſt, who ſhed his precious ble 
for you; for the ſake of your miniſters, who ſpend u 
are ſpent for your good; for the ſake of your 
"eyed ſouls, which muſt be happy or m 
for ever, according as you are, or are not 
I once more exhort you, with purpoſe of — 
cleave unto the Lord. And * May the Gov of 
grace, who hath called us to his eternal glory 
Jeſus Chriſt, make you perfect, eſtabliſh, ftrengris 
and ſettle you; to him be glory and | dominion 
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Jona xv. 5. 


in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth Ain 
ruit : for without me. e. cas 4% nothing. 5 


Lord, ſaith David, ſhall: flouriſh in the 


his houſe, and he hath made ample proviſion 
promoting it, by the means of grace which he 


te of them; and 1 hope we ſhall approach it with 


litation' on the death of TR That this end 
y, by che divine bleſſing, be anſwered, tet our 
jughts be directed to the words now. read. In 


| true * chriſtians — Their duty in conſequence. 
this union— The happy effect of practiſing this 
y- and the neceſſity of the means to the end. 

1. LeT us attend to the anion betaucen Chriſt. and 
chriſtians, It? reſembles that between the root 
2 vine and its ſeveral branches. This intimates, 


erery particular believer: that they are all, in 
language of the New Teſtament, implanted and 
fred into him; chat is, en to him by true faith 

F. | and 


_— 
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the vine, 1 22 2 Pitt: "eb biduk 


HEY whe are vlanted in the houſe of the | 
ts of our Gop.* He expects fruitfulneſs in every 
1e from his ' ſervants, -. who enjoy the privileges 
\ inftituted, The ardinance of the Lord's Supper 


Lan Hi and a chearful expectation, to have 
fruitfulnels increaſed, by ſerious and devout © 


ich we may obſerve, — The union between Chriſt 


t Chriſt is the ſupport of the whole church and 


- 


- 


ſome which abide and are fruitful, and others wh 
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and ſincere love; and that they all , derive ſpix itual! 
and vigour from him. 1 mention-a union Fim 


true faith and ſincere love, becauſe he afterwards dif 
guiſheth between living and dead branches; beta 


are barren and ſhall be cut off. He Plainly i 
mates, that there is a wide difference between 
who make a general profeſſion. of the "goſpel, | 
thoſe who are influenced to fack « a temper and 
duct as it requireth. 1 * 644 ane 
2. Hers is rhe duty of 4065 ako. are. \unitgd 

Chriſt: that is, to abide in him; which ſign 
both adhering to him — and depending upon 
— Tt ſignifies adhering to him: maintaining the 
feſſion of our faith in him before the world, 
by thoſe acts and ordinances, which ſhow ot 
lation to him: Continuing grounded: and! | fotthd 
his religion, and holding faſt the, beginning of 
confidence /feadfaft unto the end. It includes lik 
à correſpondent and conſiſtent behaviour 
he adds, If ye. abide in me, and ay, av i 
in you: if you; remember them, dad then 
act agreeably to them: if my inſtructions, cams 
and promiſes: abide in you, and appear to T 
and govern and quicken you in your: Whole e 
verſation. Whatever trials, difficulties and of} 
tions you may, meet with, you aye. ſtill to ele 
to me, and continue faithful in your obedience 


my commands, — The expreſſion may likeyaſe, He 
nify depending upon hits + regarding him as; our 10 ete. 


from whom we derive nouriſhment or. ſpiritual 
fluence, to make us fruitful: habitually, exerci 
fanh in _ aud love to N on (as * erf 
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it, v. 9.) continuing in his love: maintaining” 
donate regards to him at all times, as the ſup<' | 
of the divine life in the ſoul,” and , ” | 
ply of ſpiritual aſſiſtance from him. 
. We have the happy conſequence of thus abiding: 
hriſt, He will abide in us, and we ſhall bring 
much fruit. He vill abide in 4. 'by the TRuy 
it, which he hath given us, and whoſe gracious 
tance he will ſtill afford, as our cireumſtances 
y require, By theſe we ſhall be enabled to 'bring 
th fruit, yea, muck fruit; more than any other 
actions and diſpenſations can produce, or than 
it they who negle& Chriſt can expect. By com- 
my of life and grace from. him, hanger 
„ thrive and increaſe in every virtue. And 
i a great and moſt valuable bleſſing. Every 
ich that beareth fruit he purgeth, pruneth, and 


ri attending them, advance the chriſtian in the 


© By theſe are the iniquities of Gop's people 
S and this is all the fruit, /o tate away n. 
r Lord here ſuggeſts a moſt important thought 3 
t the beſt reward Gop can 'beſftow on his ſer- 
s for their fruitfulneſs in religion, is to make 
n more fruitful. This contributes greatly to the 
of God, to the honour of their profeſſion, to 
good of others, to their preſent conſolation. and 
r eternal advantage. Let us obſerve, once more, 
Tur neceſſity of thus abiding in Chriſt is here 
ted. Without me, or (as in the margin) ſeyered 
ſeparated from me, ye can do nothing. Without 
= 3 *' — 


ſeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit, His 
ed and ' Ordinances, and the influences of ; "VE 


ne life. Yea afflictive providences anſwer the ſame 


55 * life in us, as the branch hath upon the . 


e eee e Wiktims 


Es that will be acceptable to Gop and onna 
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adhering to me and depending upon me, yo o 

de fruitleſs; as a branch will ſoon wither; and | 
. and become worthleſs, if it be cut off from the n 
It is here plainly intimated, that we have as ot 
2 and neceſſary. a dependance upon the grate ulllif 
it of Chriſt, for the ſupport and yigour of iill'®" 


- "oa 


for its life. and, . fraitfulneſs z or as we 4 
the common providence of Gop, for the c 


we can do nothing; nothing in religion ; not 


our final happineſs. We ſhall loſe all our fpi 
- attainments and comforts. . We ſhall fall into 
become the ſport of eyery temptation ; | and cop 
} quently be cut off from Chriſt, as *withered branch 
which diſhonour and injure the tree; and ſhall, WW © 
them, be caſt into the fire and barnt. ni 
 AnÞ now, my Brethren, theſe important chot 
ſhould excite us all, whatever our age or 
in the church, and whatever our religious 
ments may be, to be deſirous of greater Fraieful 
and ſolicitous to attain it. ws 
Mar not each ſay, © Gop well sen 
© thou, my ſoul, knoweſt, that there is much n 
for improvement; and evident need, that frequ 
© admonitions and encouragements to aſpire . 
© it, be laid before thee! I ſee and feel my Wa 
= fruitfulneſs. I lament it daily before Gop. W**2! 
© defire to be found in the uſe of all thoſe mei a 
* which he hath preſcribed for my een 
8 Mit pars T. defire to watch againſt ſelf-confic 
© and ROO. truſtivg in my own frength. 


© wo! 
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ould endeavour to keep my faith in Chriſt in 
ively exerciſe, and continually to depend upon 
im. While I have ſach a Saviour, ſuch a ſource 
f vital influence, I would not deſpair of gaining 
victory over remaining corruptions. When ſuch 
roviſion is made for my increaſing fruitfulneſs, I 
ould labour to grow in grace. I know that Chriſt 
ommunicates his influences in, and by his Ordi- 
ances, He hath appointed this in particular, as 
means of- deriving nouriſhment from him. | I bleſs 
op that I have, in any degree, experienced the 
lvantage of it already. I hope that I have found 
ny heart quickened, my reſolutions confirmed, my 
lerotion made more ſerious, and lively, my obe · 
lience more chearful, my - patience more perfect, 
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t expreſſeth to all around me, my abiding in | 
Qhrict by an external profeſſion, may it be attended 
rdent love to him! And may he now communi- 
e his ſpiritual influence to me, that my faith may 
faule row exceedingiy, and my love increaſe more and 
ore in all knowledge and judgment! Thus may I 
w, bound in all the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are 
5 F ͤ A Ion 


h 
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my | warn the Philippians. had ſent. the apoltle Paul a 7 
ob. Nreerous preſent, during his confinement, as a pri- 
mea at Kome, he commends their piety and charity; 
nent be adde, (Phil. iv, 17.) Not chat I die a fur- 

ßen 27/7, but 1 deſire fruit that may abound;to pour 
geb. Nat. In like manner your miniſters, . my Bre- 
« wlll | * 1 | _ thren, 


2 conſequence of this ſacred tranſaction. While 
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thren;! do not deſire to make a gain of you, or to ſe 
any ſecular ends by their exhortations and int 
ties; but they defire fruit that may abound to you 
count. It is indeed a great pleaſure to them to ſeey 
ſteadfaſt and advancing in religion. It encouray 
them in their work, and makes their labours « 
paratively eaſy and pleaſant. You cannot cal 
upon them a greater favour, than to be fruitfal] 
holineſs. ''Let me exhort you to labour after 
and diligently to attend the means of religious | 
provement. Frequently and ſeriouſly examine, 
fruits of righteouſneſs appear in me; — What | 
* preſs do I make in religion; — What ſerious reg 
© to Gp and: my own edification is there, in 
private prayers, and my attendance on publick u 
* ſhip and chriſtian | ordinanees 3 — What rule gag 
obtained over my own ſpirit; — What : 
over the ſins that moſt eaſily beſet me 7— Andy 
eure to lead others, eſpecially my family and fi 
by my addreſſes to them and prayers” for ſore 
„and by thy" good wee Storify our 1 rut! 
Which is in heaven.“ Your miniſters urge and 5 
for this, out of concern for the intereſt of rip 
and its ſupport and honour in the next generati 
But eſpecially, out of a ſincere love to your { 
Vour own peace, comfort, hope and happineſs, May! 
depend upon your fruitfulneſs in religion. In pro 
tion to it will be your honour and joy on earth, 
your reward in the kingdom of heaven. This d 
fore we wiſh, even your perfection. Thus you wil rael 
bid in the love of Chriſt, and be the objects of Werot 
everlaſting complscency. Thus will the joy of CMBial; 
weiin in you, and your own joy e 


— 
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* my faints together unto me.; ; thoſe that have 15 
"made a covenant with me by ſacrifice. - 


| HE Lord's Supper is ſo frequently adminiſ- 
tered in our religious aſſemblies, and thoſe 
jo attend it are fo often reminded of its nature 
d deſign, that it is not needful, on every occa- 
n of this kind, to enter into a particular account 
it. But the beſt of us often need to be remind- 
, how our thoughts and affections ſhould be 
raged and employed, while attending upon. it. 
me paſſages of ſcripture, which do not direQtly 
ate to this ſervice, may properly be uſed and 
Juſtrated, at the celebration of it. For they ma, 
ggeſt matter for pious meditation and uſeful in- 
ruction. Thus they may ſubſerve the intention of 
ir joining in it, and direct our future conduct. 
hat which is now before us, is pertinent to the occa- 
on, as it hints to us the character of Gopy's people 
and the command given concerning them; which 
ay naturally be applied to the caſe of chriſtians, 
1. Here is the character of good men. They are 
unt, — and they have made a covenant with GOD 
y ſacrifice. = They are ſaints, Under this title the 
raclites, as the peculiar people of Gop and his 
leroted ſervants, are ſpoken of in ſcripture, eſpe- 
ally in the bleſſing of Moſes. Thus chriſtians are 
alled ſaints; and we read of © the churches of - the 
g „ £ Jain, 
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| moſt inſtructive title. The word is ſometimes u 


| relation to Gor, have been dedicated to him, 
They are conſecrated to his ſervice, as a royal pr 


none are truly ſaints, but thoſe who are made re: 
By this expreſſion, ny ſaints, Gop claims a p 


aid, they have made 4 coumans:wyith. him, by faorih 


Indeed almoſt all the covenants, between. God 


confirmed by them. God's people under the goſpd 


their ruler, and portion; and given up all 


dance upon other objects, and all expectation fron 
them, in the great concerns of their ſouls and n 


all his directions and diſpoſals, And they n 
naturally be ſaid to have done this by /acrifonl 
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faints. This is at once a moſt honourable and 


concerning angels, as well as men; and fipni 
holy Beings, devoted to the ſervice of Gov. - 4 
applied to men, it ſignifieth perſons, who prost 


are ſeparated from the pollutions of the world. 
hood, a holy nation and a peculiar ll i 


holy, ſanlified by the Word and Spirit of 2 
and who employ themſelves faithfully. in his ſerv 


in them, and expreſſeth his care of them and l 
to them. — Of Gop's people and ſaints, it is | he 


The jewiſh ſacrifices were a covenant · tran ſaction by 
tween that people and IB HOVaR heir God., Th 
were the ſigns and ſeals, of their, agreement. al 


finfal men have been 1 with ſacrifices. ; 


diſpenſation have ſolemnly entered into - coyenal 
with him. They have taken him to be N | 


ligion. They have devoted themſelves to him, 
his covenant-people; to be obedient to his law 
zealous for his intereſt and glory, and ſubmiſũve 
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ad believing regard to the death of Chriſt, 25 the 


at /acrifice and propitiation. The goſpel is cal- 


| a new covenant, the covenant of grace; which 
as ratified and confirmed by the blood or : ſacrifice 
f Chriſt. This ordinance is a commemoration. of 
lat facrifice. - Hence the wine is called the new 
ovenant in Chriſt's blood; and he is ſaid to be 
onſtituted ſhepherd, lord 4nd; head of the church, 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant. * Chriftians 


hen may properly be ſaid to join themſelves. to 


he Lord, or to make à covenant with him, by the 


xcrifice of his Son. By partaking of this ordinance, 


ey engage in covenant · tranſactions with Gop ; put 
1 a humble elaim to the many -promiſes which he 
ath made to his ſervants, and ſolemnly bind them 
lves to the practice of thoſe duties, to which their 
riſtian profeſſion obligeth them. Now, it is our 
uſineſs at the Lord's Table to remember the cove- 


ant which Gop hath made with us, and the blood 


f Jeſus by which it was confirmed; and to renew our 


gagements to be the Lord's, 0 over the memorials | : 


f his death. : 6 ern 441 
2, Haun is the n Don concerning. 60.D's 

tints, Gather them together unto me. This is 
poetical repreſentation of the people of 2 be · 
g ſummoned to anſwer to the charge, which Gop 
al againſt them, for proving falſe to his covenant, 


nd truſting to their ſacrifices and offerings, While 
tey neglected the weightier matters of the law. 

Put we may naturally apply the words to the. cir- 
mſtances of chriſtians; and conſider them as 2 
Wonnmand from Go to his miniſters, to invite his 
zints to come together. This command they are 
Fg! | * 


 ſuade ſo few, comparatively, to attend | this.; ſacrel 


1 — and happineſs to be gathered with hi 
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often — and enforcing. And it 18 [painful 
to Gov's meſſengers to obſerve, that they can pen. 


ſervice, and recollect and renew their covenant-e. 
gagements by it. It is deſirable that many ſhoull 
be gathered: together to partake of in ordinance 6 
| happily adapted to promote their edification in ever 
' chriſtian grace, and their conſolation under the 
| troubles of life. It is defirable, - that they whg 
have been joined to the church, ſhould not omit 
any opportunity of renewing their covenant with 
the Lord. It is defirable likewiſe, that thoſe wh 
 _ conſcientiouſly attend this ſervice, would ſerioul 
. confider the nature and ſolemnity of their covenant 
tranſactions, and in every circumſtance and ;relatic 
act in a beautiful Si fl with them," Ee. u 
| be our care. 
LIE it be thy care, O el! 1 heels 


people; and to have fellowſhip with the Fathe 
and his Son Jeſus Chriſt. This is the main thing; 
© the ſource of my chief joy. I have alſo the 
*. privilege, of having communion with. my : fellow W 
© chriſtians in that ſervice. This circumſtance & anſ 
il peculiarly pleaſant; much more ſo than to eaſe 
0 this bread and drink this wine in private, the ve. 
in commemoration. of Chriſt, and in the moſt « op 
© yout manner. TI bleſs Gon, that I am gatheroiyt, w 
wich his ſaints, and united to his church; af 
that I do not live in the conſtant or general negl«W! hot 
© of this ſacred inftitution. - Lam willing and 4 olle 
. © ful to be laid under the moſt ſolemn engagementiſWbo! 
to be tke D, _ often ha recollect and re Heart 


6 ne) 
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new them. {x know that my treacherous heart 

needs every tye, to bind it more cloſely to Gop 
and its duty.) J would come, deeply humbled for 
paſt violations of my engagements, and with the 
renewed exerciſes. of: repentance and faith, T 
would take encouragement from the gracious in- 
ritations of the goſpel, to repeat and confirm 
thoſe engagements: I would deſire to have my 
heart impreſſed with the ſolemn manner in which 
the covenant was ſealed, even by the blood of 
Jeſus; and to remind my ſoul at once of the 
bonds and the bleſſings of it. I would devoutly 
praiſe the Lord for the mercies contained in the 
everlaſting: covenant, and eſpecially the promiſe of 
eternal glory. And J deſire and hope to have my 
faith ſtrengthened, and my comfort promoted by 
this ſervice. Lord, I come, to join myſelf to thee in 
a perpetual covenant, never to be forgotten ; with a 
believing regard to Jeſus Chriſt, the great ſacrifice, 
there ies Ou as crucified before my eyes. 55 ; 
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Wrar bande can be more ſuitable, after the 


elves, left ye Forget "che covenant: of - the Lord your 
OD? It may juſtly be feared, that thoſe forget 
t, who never partake of this . ordinance ;, and thoſe 
Iſo who - frequently neglect an attendance upon it. 
hoſe do in effect forget it,, who do not often re- 
olle& their ſolemn engagements at this table, and 
Wbour to keep them continually impreſſed upon their 
22 Thoſe eſpecially A the coyenant of their 

} F 6 Go» 


anſaction in which we have engaged, than that of 
Mojes to Iſrael, -(Deut. iv. 23.) Take heed unto yours 


| Places, the moſt obſcure and the moſt remote : ufer 
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Gov, who act inconſiſtently with it; who are 
upright, watchful and ſteadfaſt in fulfilling eng . 
gagements. Let us tale heed unto ourſalues, leſt x 
one of theſe characters ſhould be ours. We lan 
need of this caution, becauſe many ſeem to ſotz 
it. We are liable to forget our engagements, amidl 
the cares of the world, the temptations of Saut 
the enticements of pleaſure, and eſpecially the ex 
amples of indolence and neglect, which we ſee aroul 
us. Let us remember, that Gop doth not fore 40 
it: that he is ever mindful of kis covenant, anl 
perfectly knows whether we fulfil ours. He remet 
bers the covenant, to beſtow upon us all the ble 
ſings comprehended in it, if we are faithful to it 
or to execute the curſes and threatenings of * | 
we are unfaithful and diſobedient. Let this t 
be our affiduous care, that our hearts may be 11 

 awith hin, and that we may be ſteadfaſt in his cou 
nant, Conſider, there is a day coming, when d 
ſummons, which we have been illuſtrating, ſhall | 
* ſent forth and executed by the angels, Gather n 
ſaints together. They ſhall all be gathered from al 


15 


brought to the preſence of their covenant-Govp ai! 
Father, who will applaud and reward their fidelity Fact, 
© I beſeech you therefore, Brethren” (in the apoſtle 
language) © by the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chrif, erla 
and by our gathering together unto him,“ that 90 
be ever mindful of his covenant, and pay that which 
you have vowed. Then will you be gathered wr N 
His ſaints and ſervants, and be numbered _ 


in > glory I * Amen, 3 
MED! 
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MEDIT ATION XX. 
1 K1nes X. 9. 


And a, queen of Sheba faid to Solomon]  Blefſid | 
be the Lord thy GOD, which delighted in thee, to 
7%. thee on the throne of Iſrael; becauſe the Lord 
ble vet 1/racl for ever, therefore made he thee ting, 
o ii 40 Judgment and Je 

it, if | 
HEN. the. queen of Sheba came of Blk * | 
ſouth to hear the wiſdom of Solomon, and 
his buildings, proviſions; miniſters and ſervants, 

22 made him a very eloquent ſpeech; and among 

er things ſhe ſaid, * Bleſſed be the Lord thy _ 
30D, Kc. She acknowledgeth and praiſeth Jeno- 
n, as the author of Se/omon's advancement. She 

zul bſerves, that it was an evidence of Gop's ſpecial 
gard to him, that he was ſet on the throne of 
ral, God's . peculiar people. And ſhe further 
blerves, that it was a token of Gop's great and 
erlaſting love to Iſrael, that ſo wiſe and pious a 
ince was ſet over them. With much more juſtice 
lay theſe words be applied to our Lord Jeſus 
kriſt, whom Gov hath * ſet as king, on his holy 
il Zion: And we may ſay with humble and de- 


"ne 


11 
c 
1 
11] | 
1 
N 


elity, 
ſtle'y 


ur Lord. 1 Chriſt, which er in him to 


EDI make 


but praiſe, © Bleſſed be the God and Father of | 
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make him head and king of the church. Becau 
the Lord loved mankind, and was deſirous to 
them for ever, therefore he made his Son+ king, 
do judgment and juſtice.” Let us ſee how 1 
words are applicable to Chriſt, — and what reaſ 
we have to bleſs Gov for ſo wiſe and gracious 
appointment. 
1. TRR deſignation or appointment of Chil 

be head and king of the church, was an evide 
inſtance of Gov's delight in him. — Thus a m 
honour was conferred upon the Son of Gov. 11 

an honour to be any way employed for Gov. | 
this view the work of chriſtian miniſters is honow 


able, and it becomes them to magnify their off hi 
It is an honour to the angels to be the mini fur 
of Gop and do his Pleaſure. But fignal hon z. 
was conferred upon Chriſt, in being inveſted wire 
ſo great authority, exalted to ſo extenſive a domi. 
nion, and having all things put under his fd wriſt 
This Was an evidence that he loved righteouſs iden 
and hated iniquity, that Gop thus exalted - hin p 
For nothing but ſuch a diſpoſition can 8 ig 
rational being a real excellency and ſuperiority Wr:io 

| bove another. —A very great truſt was repoſed in th th 
Son of Gov : and that ſhows Gop's approbation ( ppar 
him and delight in him.— This truſt was no leſs H Vorle 
recovering Gop's fallen, ſinful creatures to their di rec 
and allegiance; promoting the glory of the great Lo t 

of all, and making ſo con ſiderable a part of the f n FLO 
telligent creation holy and happy. The Father loves 
bis Son, and hath therefore given all things into Mons 
hands. — Again; by this appointment, tie glory 1 * 

ult 


J of the Redeemer were advanced. Every for 
brougi 
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ught into ſubjecion to him adds to his revenue 
praiſe and honour. He ſees of the travail of his 
and is ſatisfied. This was the joy ſet before him. 
hat ſuperiour honour can Gop confer on any being, 
in to make him an inſtrament of communicating. 
at, extenſive, and laſting happineſs to many others ? 
is is making ſuch a being, in an eminent de- 
e, like himſelf. Chriſt hath a large ſphere of 
vice for the glory of Gop and the ſalvation of 
ls, There is joy in heaven whenever it proſ- 
s: and when the whole redeemed are preſented 
ultleſs before- the preſence of the divine glory, it 
be to the exceeding joy of Chriſt himſelf; and 
higheſt evidence of God's e N in him. 8 
further obſerve, | 
2. Tus appointment of Chriſt to be kiog of the 
arch, is a remarkable inſtance of GOD's love to 
bn. Becauſe he loved the world, he made Jeſus 
hriſt king, to do juſtice and Judgment. It was an 
dence of Gop's love to men, that he appoint- 
| prophets and teachers to inſtruct and reclaim 
ignorant, idolatrous, ſinful world. But in pro- 
ortion to the excellency of the perſons commiſſioned 
this warns will the divine love and grace be 
pparent. It is a mercifa! ſcheme, to reſcue the 
orld from ignorance, ſuperſtition and vice; to 
req 2 ſpiritual kingdom in it; to deſtroy the works 
the devil, and to deliver men from the worſt 
lavery. But to manifeſt his Son for this purpoſe, 
as an aſtoniſhing inſtance of mercy. The perfec- 
ions of his nature, and eſpecially his moral excel. 
encies, qualify bim for this work. His example 
| ira and recommends | Hts TY" and he is 
| able 
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8 able to beſtow every blefling which we can 
to deliver us from every thing that would | 
or leſſen our happineſs, and confer and conti 
every thing that will promote and ſecure it. 
Ho pertinent and uſeful are ſuch relledion part 
| theſe in this connection? © Did the queen of $i 
bleſs the Gop of 1/-ael for appointing Solomm 
be king over it? And ſhall not I ardently j 
him for exalting his Son to be a Prince and 
Saviour? I would conſider from what a flat 
he redeems us; from i ig norance, errour, and a thi 
ſand irregular luſts and paſſions. He redeem | 
to GOD, brings us into a ſtate of likeneſs to hi 
and friendſhip with him. He hath made effedi 
proviſion, that we ſhall not again be enſlaved, 
we will ſtand faſt in our liberty..-T1 would ft 
conſider, how wwi/ely and graciouſly he governs i 
His laws are all plain, reaſonable, wholeſome, ex 
cellent; enforced by the moſt powerful ſanction 
and gracious allowances are made for our w 
neſs and imperfection.— I would conſider alfo 
what a fate F glory and happineſs he will raiſt 4 
his faithful ſubj ects. He will bring them to li 
heavenly courts, fix them beyond the reach 
enemies, ſorrows and dangers; in a ſtate of pe 
| fe& holineſs and never-ending joy. How a 
nately and gratefully ſhould my ſoul magnify WW. 
Lord for this unſpeakable, gift !— The deſign . se 
this ordinance 'is to bring ſuch truths as one | 
© my remembrance, and keep alive upon my ! 
© a quick ſenſe of my chriſtian privileges, hope 
and conſequent obligations. It tends to 
F and * * for the bleſſings of ü 


* 


, K. 
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goſpel, which is the ſureſt and beſt ſource of 
all holy obedience, Let me draw near and com- 
memorate theſe bleflings. And O!] may my heart 
be filled with thankfulneſs, while I behold and 
artake of the. memorials of divine love! 5 
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„n on his wiſdom, proſperity, and the happineſs 
his ſervants, and, praiſed Gop for making him 
vg, ſhe gave him much gold, Jpices and precious 
wi, This was a token 'of her high veneration for 
, and gratitude for the favours ſhe had receiv- 
from him. Thus, when we have been .comme- 
rating the goodneſs of Gop in exalting his Son 
be the ruler and Saviour of has people, it be- | 
mes us. to offer our preſents to him, He requi- 

th not, he needeth not, gold and ſilver and pre- 
us ſtones, He requireth, that we yield orf, 
him; that we give him our. hearts, and teſtify 
r allegiance and ſubjeRtion, , not by this ſerwice 
iy, but the obedience of our whole lives ; that w 
bmit to his government, and ſtudy to promote 
intereſts of his kingdom. We have at this or- 
nance engaged to do ſo. This is what we can 
ve; what we ought to give; what alone be will 
cept, Let us be faithful and obedient to this 

6 ince, while we truſt in this Saviour; and having 8 
zin in effect ſworn allegiance to him, let us per- 
2 its, and * his Tae, a 8 


iI 


9 


MEDI. 


Wazn the queen of Sheba had 3 So- 
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MEDITATION "x oi - 
Dan Int: 6, 7 p 81 apa) Tx 


Is the be of the frranger, hat juin bel, forn 
" the LORD, to ferve him, and to love the nant 
the LORD, to be his ſervants, every one 
 heepeth the Sabbath yo polluting _ it, and tak 
bold of my covenant © \ | 
Even them will 1 Bing” to my holy ee, ' 
male them joyful in my houſe of prayer : their bin 
Ming, and their ſacrifices ſhall bt accepted 1 
mine altar; for my houſe Hall be called an a 
of proyer for all „ my 


4 words are Lak of laren . 
1 us ſome ſuitable meditations, while attend 


upon the Lord's Supper. They deſcribe the di 
of God's people under the chriſtian diſpenſatid 
and the bleflings they were to expect from hu 
For theſe words, the ſons of the ftranger,” 

to the Gentiles, whom the Jews always conſiten 
under the idea of ſtrangers. It is added, my ho 

mall be called an hou/e of prayer, which is 4 
ritual and chriſtian idea; not an houſe of fa. 
fice, as the jewiſh tele properly was. It is ul 
ſaid to be an houſe of prayer for all pg 
not for the Jews only, but for all the Gentile 
Theſe words are quoted by onr. bleſſed Lord, 
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argument why that court of the temple, which 
as allotted to the Gentiles, ſhould not have been 

rofaned. This famous text then, is a clear prophe- 
y of the call of the Gentiles into the Church of 

hriſt. Let us attend to this deſcription of thoſe, 
ho are the objects of the divine favour, and enti- 

ed to the privileges and bleſſings of his houſe. | 

Trey join themſelves to the LORD. T his ſuppoſes 
former diſtance and alienation from him. But that 
removed by humble repentance and returning to 
e Lon b, in that method which his word preſeribeth. 

t includes, renouncing all their idols; forſaking every 
n, every thing contrary to the nature and will of 
ob; a deliberate choice of him, as their portion 
nd felicity ; and of his people, as their friends and 
ſociates, — The defign of their thus joining them- 
elves unto the Lord is, to /erve him; to worſhip him 
ly, and in ſincerity and truth; to attend to all the 
timations of his will, and to obey all his com- 


” 


5 ande. This is further expreſſed in the phraſe fr 
ef his ſervants: not only to ſerve him occafionally, 
for a while, but perpetually : to adhere to him and 
C's ways, from a deep conviction, that nothing can 


more reaſonable, important, and advantageous, 
han to hear what he ſaith, and to do it.— It is 


dded, and to lowe the name of the LORD. Their 
ard to Gop and their ſervice of him, ariſe. from 
2 e, from an babitual ſenſe and grateful reliſh of his 
an oodneſs. From hence they take delight in his ſer- 


ice: they perform it, not from fear, and with a 
ſrvile R du e a x fincere' d Arong affection. 
entile . Ter 


rd, . Dy. Bud's Sermons at Lie, . p. 476 bc. h 
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They love his name; that is, they love TOY, his "0h 
| ſhip and his ways, and purſue his work with deligit 
It is. oppoſed to narrow, ſelfiſh, mercenary view 
which render the ſervice leſs acceptable and co 
fortable. They eſteem it their mop and din 
do his will. Thy” 
AnoTaes thing expatiod. from 8 people i 
that they keep his ſabbath from polluting it. This 
an eſſential character, a diſtinguiſhing mark, of f 
men. They reverence the impreſs of Gob up 
that holy day. They conſecrate it and ſet it 
part to his ſervice. They purſue no buſineſs a 
ſeek no pleaſure, that would be inconſiſtent wi 
the holineſs of the day, and hinder their faith 
improvement of it. Thoſe pa/lute the ſabbath 
make no diſtinction between that and common an 
Who perform their uſual buſineſs upon it, or { 
it in recreations, amuſements, and Ane 
verſe. Whereas it ought to be employed in att 
ing publick worſhip, retiring afterwards for readi 
meditation and prayer, and converſing on religio 
ſubjects. Sabbath ; ſanctification is a neceſſary qu 
lification of Gop's people; and they ſpend t 
whole of it in ſuch a manner, as hath a tenden 
to improve their own ſouls, and their families, 
knowledge and goodneſs, and train them up, i 
glory. To this alſo we are in a eee manner | 
bind ourſelves... Once MOR. i :5; 


4 


Gop's people take hold of his . vi "The 
enter into ſerious, deliberate; ſolemn engagen 
to obſerve and keep his laws, in order to obtal 

the bleflings which he hath promiſed; and whid 
in ſo doing, they” cently expect. The, tale hi 


it: which WA: a d hearty e to Gop's 
ms, a chearful approbation and acceptance of 
m and delight in them. It likewiſe implies,” a 
ady reſolution... They take hold of it, as thoſe 
jo are unwilling and determined not to let it go. 
hey labour to be ever mindful of it, to abide by 
and retain it, as what is neceſſary to their 6. 
ity, repoſe and everlaſting feli city. 
Tuksz, O my ſoul, are thy duties. I am very” 
ſenſible I ought to perform : ſome of them at the 
ord's Table, and to bind myſelf there to perform 
the reſt every day. I have peculiar advantages 
for doing this in an acceptable, edifying manner 
there. I come to recollect and acknowledge my 
being joined to the Lord, as one of his people; 
to expreſs and cheriſh- my love to him; to re- 
new my hold of his covenant, and make a freſh 
ſurrender of myſelf to him, as my covenant-Gop. 
| come to commemorate the death of Chriſt, 
which was the ſeal of this covenant, and entitles 


bleſings of it. I come to engage myſelf anew to 
ſerve the Lord, to be his faithful, obedient, per- 
petual ſervant: to cheriſh a ſincere, warm affection 
to every thing that is divine; eſpecially to keep 
his ſabbaths, and love his ordinances, and chear- 
fully comply with every divine inſtitution. Come 
then, O my ſoul, and again join thyſelf to the 
Lord in a. perpetual covenants m hath never 

de forgotten. 


* 


Arras 


me and all penitent believers to the ineſtimable' - 


| 
; 
| 
k 
i 
; 
| 


fincere deſire to comply with its demands, and 


hath promiſed to thoſe who do ſo. — He will 
their ſervices, as he did the burnt-oferings a _ 


the bleflings. we have ſought, and improve our 
ces by the religious exerciſes in which we have e 

_ - gaged. There can be no better evidence that Ge 
accepts them, than to find ourſelves made. better 
them; more faithful, reſolute, and chearful in f 


grace. A ſenſe of weakneſs, dependance and gui 


lighten our, burthens, take the load of guilt an 
grief from the mind, and fill it with joy and hop 


: commemorate the * of Chriſt, by which the n 
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We fine bins afreſh joining ourſelves to the 1 
to love and ſerve him, and to keep his fabbaths, 
have been again taking hold of his covenant, with WF" ho! 


chearful hope that we ſhall partake of its ineftin 
ble bleſſings. And now let us comfort and encouny 
ourſelves with obſerving and remembering what Gi 


facrifices of the pious 1/raelites, which were ofen due 


upon his altar. Our ſacriſces of prayer and pi Se. 


are pleaſing in his fight. He will beſtow ure a * 


ving GoD, and doing good to our fellow-creatures, 
Our religious ſervices will be comfortable to ben: og 
Gop will make his devout worſhippers Joyful" in | 
houſe of prayer. God's church is a houſe of prayer 
Our great bufineſs there is to ſupplicate mercy al 


if expreſſed before Gop with humility, repentan 
and faith, will no way hinder our holy joy. It wil 


Nothing ſo much tends at once to chear and impront 
the ſpirit, as devotion ; eſpecially the ſocial exerciſe 
of it: particularly when at the Lord's Supper, v 


covenan , 
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wenant is ſealed, and we are brought under the 
nds, and entitled to the bleflings of it. — And 
t us reflect, that all this is an earneſt of ſomething 

tter hereafter. Gop will bring all his ſaints 2 
s holy mountain above, to the heavenly Zion, the 
ws Jeruſalem; ſo called, in alluſion to the place of 
jewiſh ſolemnities. That is indeed a holy moun- 
in, None but holy men, ſhall poſſeſs it. There is 
p bufineſs, no entertainment, no delight there, but 
lat is holy. Thither Gon will bring his faithful 
wants out of this land of abſence and captivity; 
ducting them thro* innumerable difficulties and 
ingers, thro?: legions of formidable enemies; 

the valley of death itſelf. Thither he vill | 
me them, and fix them as pillars in that houſe of 
yer, to go out no more. There will he maſte chem 


e e 

Gi of with a rational, manly, divine and everlaſtin 
bor In his preſence there is fulneſs of joy, 
Wy au his right hand are N af erermore. 
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= them by an aſſurance, that the Meſſiah, Er 


temple, and that Gop would fill it with gli” 
Theſe words will ſuggeſt ſome ſuitable meditati 
on this occaſion, The glory here ſpoken of » 


at the temple; which was à greater glory to it tl 


the heavenly doctrine which be preached and yi ies 
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| HEN the. Jews: ws acts Gow: ; 

.Y Y || captivity in Badylas, returned to Jene 
and eee diſcouraged. from rebuilding the t 

there, by their low circumſtances and the viola" 

of War enemies, the prophet Haggai 


1148 


the defire of all nations, ſhould come into t 


not any external ſplendour, pomp and beauty; 
in this reſpect, the ſecond temple fell vaſtly ſha 
of Solomon s. It muſt therefore refer to the projet 
of Chrift, his perſonal appearance again and agy 


any external ornaments could poſſibly be. Yet it riſt. 
not the mere bodily preſence of Chriſt, which ma ut 


the ſecond temple more glorious than the firſt; 


miracles which he wrought there; the pains he to 
to reſcue the divine law from the corruptions of | 


I 
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vin teachers, and eſpecially the ſpiritual bleſſings 
hich he ſo freely offered to all, who were willing 
receive them. It was, in one word, the manifeſta- 
n of the good will and mercy of Gop made by him, 
d the influences of his Spirit, which accompanied 
; preaching and miracles, to turn men from dark- 
to light, and bring them to repentance, faith 
d holy obedience. | This made his preſence. the 
ory of the ſecond n Now from uur it is 
tural to infer, | | 
Tuar the brighteſt ornament and tend Shiny of 
y place of gy worſhip, is the /diritual preſence 
Cirip in it. Or in other words, the influences of 
Spirit, accompanying the means of grace, to make 
em effectual for the edification and comfort of the 
als of men. The plaineſt and meaneſt place of 
rſhip, in which there are the preſence of Chriſt and 
e beauty of holineſs, is far ſuperior to the moſt 
tely building, the moſt curious paintings:and deco- 
tions without it. From hence we may further in · 
, that the great thing we ſhould be ſolicitous about, 
z chriſtian church, is, that we may have the ſpe- 
| and gracious preſence: of Chriſt with us, to fill 
houſe, where we aſſemble, with glory. The evi- 
nces of this preſence are theſe. . When the mem- 
rs of a chriſtian church are regular and careful in 
tending upon all the ordinances and inſtitutions of 
briſt, —When their behaviour in the houſe of Gop is 
cent, ſerious and devout. When they worſhip the 
aher in ſpirit and in truth. When they ſing his 
uſes with underſtanding and lively devotion. When 
cir attention to divine truths is fixed and their affec · 

nn _ feel their whole ſauls fil-. 

led 


Tf 


_ 


5 
| 
3 


led with a ſenſe of the important doctrines and faty 
' which they contemplate, - and entirely bowed 10 d 


their thoughts are fixed upon the ſufferings ahd | 
of Chrift, and their grateful affections excited 
Wards him, who hath loved them and given hi 
| to all their fellow'-chriſtians. It ſhould be « 

' earneſt prayer, my Brethren, that this may be 

15 more of the power and glory of Gov in bis dada 
couragement to hope; that this will be the caſe « 


| ers and churches alavays 0 the end of the-world:* 
_  thered together in his name he will be in che mi 


be my care, by a reverent, ſeripus, devout bebe 


vantages for having my thoughts directed to Chit 
and fixed upon him. I fee him here evidently i 
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authority of *thoſe laws which they hear explained u 
enforced. — Particularly, when at the Lord's Tak 


for them; and when their ſouls are filled wich 
and more the character and honour of the church 1 
which we ſtand related: That we may ſee and f. 
and may each of us be a glory to it. We have en 
us, ſince Chrift bath promiſed to be with Js mi 


hath promiſed that his Spirit ſhall abi with then 
for ever, and that Wherever two or three are 


of them. I rejoice, let us each ſay, in theſe gra 
© ous promiſes, and am thaykful for them. It ſal 


our in.his houſe, and a holy, juſt, e- | 
conduct every. where elfe, to invite his prefe 
] would be continually ſolicitous to avoid every thin | 
that would be likely to deprive me of that preſence, itude 
© rob me of my brightek glory, the only valuable 
glary of the houſe of GOD. I would be thankfe 
for this ordinance, where I have ſome peculiar at 


c ſorch, As n A * ee. The bend 
I © whid 


v.20, MEDITATIONS. 23 


which I, and my fellow-chriſtiane, enjoy by his 
death, are ſo great and ſo valuable, ſo numeroas and 
ſo laſting, that, if I know any thing of their worth, 
and contemplate them witk a devont ſpirit, he 
cannot but be the defire of my eyes, and the object 
of my ſincere veneration and love. Here I have 
peculiar encouragement to expect his ſpecial pre- 
ſence, and to ſee his glory. This is what I ardent- 
ly wiſh and pray for. Nor do | wiſh it for myſelf 
alone, but for all my fellow-chriftians ; eſpecially 

thoſe, who may aſſembie with me in his houſe, 
and join with me in this act of gratitude and alle- 
giance, May he fill his houſe wich his glory, by 
bling all our hearts with joy and peace in beliey-- 
ing, ſtrengthening and condrming our reſolutions 
for his ſervice, and making this ordinance the 

means of promoting our progreſs in holineſs, and 
our nm ſor the heavenly world 1 
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© How amiable are thy tabernacles, O nber 3 
oſts!' ſaich the devout pſalmiſt. I hope this is 

ften our language, when we are going to the houſe 
f Gop, when we are engaged in the ſervices of it, 
id when we are returned from it. We have reaſon 
d ufe this language with peculiar pleaſure and gra- 

itude, after we have been at the Lord's Supper. 
a Gop this day filled his houſe with glory? 
ave we found ſuch compoſure of thought, ſuch joy - 
1 devout meditation, while we have been comme- 
norating the death of Chriſt ; and ſuch warm reſo. 
ations for all holy obedience, as are the conſequence 
nd reſult of his preſence with us? Our ſouls ſhould 
| G 2 "OP 


impreſſions upon our hearts, and ſhow in our x 
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N. the grace of Gop, who granteth us | | 
invaluable ' favours. Let us ſtrive to cheriſh the; 


_ converſation, that we have not enjoyed the-preſe 
of Chriſt and received the grace of Gop in | 
Let us ſo behave, that He may be with us ins 
 Family-worſhip, and in our ſecret devotions ; ii 74: 
our houſes and our cloſets may be filled with gf 

Vea, that his grace may always be with ou? ſhi 14 £ 

to enlighten, purify, and elevate them more and n | 

To encourage us to ſeek further manifeſtations of E 


preſence and grace, and excite us moſt carefully to a 
every thing that would deprive us of ſuch a bleſi 
let us frequently direct our views to Gopꝰs houſe ab 
to the heavenly temple, where Jeſus Chriſt p 
dwelleth, and diſplayeth his brighteſt other, [1 
contemplate that nobler ſcene of worſhip and enj 
ment, where all his ſaints ſhall be-with him, to 
hold his glory; where they ſhall ſerve him and 
his face, and reign for ever. Let the hope of be 
joined to that blefſed ſociety; engage us to put 
ourſelves as Chriſt is pure; that when he n appe 
we RING ws; _— him as he in. 
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The life which I now live in the fleſh, 1 ma 
Y the faith of the Son of G 1 who loved me, 
74 er ber for me. 


HEY who have 8 che fndifjing 
effects of the goſpel upon their on hearts 
hich I hope is the caſe with all who approach the. * 
s Table) will not wonder that I recommend 
* 2 conſtant care to maintain the exerciſes. 
faith in Chriſt, and to live daily under the in- 

nee of that ſacred principle. It is ſuitable to 
character and office of a miniſter of Chriſt ; and 
table to the deſign of that ordinance. Indeed a; 

r wiſn can ſcarcely be formed for you, than 
Aer may be able in ſincerity to adopt theſe 

ls of the apoſtle. Let us meditate — on his tem- 
and conduct, as living by the faith of Chriſt, 5 
i- the reaſons which led him ſo to live. 

1. LeT. us: conſider what the apoſtle means, when 
ſpeaks of living by tlie Yaith of the' Son OD. 

ow this plainly ſuppoſeth one leading, aa 

ntal act of faith, by which the ſoul is com- 
ned to Chriſt. An awakened Gnner, being ap- 
henfive of his miſery and danger, of his need _ 
2 Saviour; being ſenſible of the power and 1 
Ke of Chriſt, and earneſtly deſirous of ſalvation + - 
. him, believes and receives the report of be 
[ED | „„ 1 | 


% 


renews his views of Jeſus Chriſt, and lives in d 


| deed, do all in the name of our Lord Jeſus Ch 


| SACRAMENTAL ub : 


| edel concerning him, puts his ſoul under his p 
tection, and feeks pardon, ſanctification and ſalrat 
thro? him. — But the expreſſion of living by the f 2 

of the Son of GOD, implies what is the; 4 
temper of his ſoul; the continual exerciſe 4 fa 
conſequent upon that ſolemn tranſaction at the & 
converſion of a ſinner. The true chriſtian dal 


exerciſe of that faith which centers in him. 
regards him as the object of his confidence; — u bi 
atoning ſacrifice thro! whom he obtains/ pardon;s 
as his advocate with the Father; — as the'guarda 
of his moſt important intereſts; — as his head 
influence, from whom all his ſpiritual want 
ſupplied. — He hath a continued regard to Chil 


as his example and lord, the object of his i degr 
and obedience. This is conſequent /upon a a ure 
faith; or rather kn eſſential branch of it. tres 
chriſtian habitually regards Chriſt as his teachef f in 
pattern, and governor; whoſe inſtructions he i i 82 
ſtudy, whoſe ſteps: he is to follow, and whoſe Pore 
he is to obey. He heartily conſents that Ch obet 
ſhould ſtand in theſe relations to him; 1 20 i 


defire and care to act ſuitably to them. I 
his whole life is conducted by the 1 0 
faith. This high and noble principle actuates d 
chriſtian continually. This is agreeable to what d 
apoſtle commands, Whatever ye do in word or! 


And it is agreeable to the apoſtle's own 

© I live by the Faith of the Son of Goo“, 

2. Ler us conſider the reaſons which led the apoll 
thus to live, or the arguments here ſuggeſted to c 


” 
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he us to ſuch a life, — Perhaps one may be ineluded 
in that phraſe, © in tlie ſn. We are in fleſh ; we dwell 
mortal bodies. The preſent ſtate is a ſtate of im- 
xerfection and temptation, of affliction and mortali- 
Now the beſt ſapport under theſe evils is faith: 
ith in a merciful high prieſt, who knows our frame, 
ho is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
and will make his grace ſufficient; who hath the 


nanſions for ns. What is better adapted to encou- 


jur temptations, comfort us under our aMidtions, 
nd reconcile us to the views of death ? — But thete 
þ a ſtronger: argument contained in what follows, 
tamely, that Chrif loved us; and that to ſuch a 
degree, that he gave himſelf up to ſhame and tor- 
ture and death for us. This is what faith cliieffy 
ie, apon. And this is both an obligation and 
an encouragement to live by faith. — It is a Sb/i- 
feen to ſack a life, For Chtiſt by his death hath 

purchaſed a peculiar right to our truſt, hothagC add 
obedience. And he who feels the love of CAAR In 
d heart, will not be unmindfal of his conflafic 
concern with him, and will never negle@ te live 
to him. — It is alſo an encouragement to live by 
faith, * Did Chriſt, give himſelf for - me? Surely 
' he will not be difpleaſed, that 1 fl te confidence 
' of my fout opont him, and feek diy s 
' of grace and ſtrength thro” his hands. I Will 
not caſt me out, when I come to him. He W 
' not difappoittt me in thoſe hopes of fabvation, 

which he hath raifed and ebuflftmed by Wis death 
and refurrection 5 "kad is confirming 6 ine da 

3 — . 


3 


«| 


keys of death, and is gone to prepare heavenſy 


nge us under our imperfections, ſtrengthen us under 
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by his word and ordinances.” | The Inſtitution a 
before us, is of ſignal uſe to promate and chen 
this life of faith. * Here (will the chriſtian (© 
© I ſee the ſon of man lifted up. Here, as 1 
© in the fleſh, are ſenſible ſigns to fix my ata 
tion, to aſſiſt my devout meditation, and he 
my faith, Here I ſee, in the moſt firiking pai 
of view, how Chriſt loved me and gave him 
for me. I am ſenſible that my immediate bu 
© neſs at this ordinance is to. remember Chritt; 5 

remind my ſoul of his death, and of my i imme 
bobligations to him, for his great love in giti bo 
© himſelf a ranſom for me, I am well. pleaſed wit * 
* and thankful for, an inſtitution, which calls 1 
my remembrance, and tends to impreſs more deep 
© ly upon my heart, the claim which he bath 
my perpetual regard; to a whole life of gratiu 
and affection, of obedience and zeal, Here t 
views of Chriſt, which are adapted to __ 
and increaſe my faith, are ſet before my mind 
„and they will, I hope, leave ftrong , and laſt 
. impreſſions of my obligations to my affeQtiona 
© Saviour, my dying Lord, and engage me to | 
ow A w- Kin. i: „ 


Arrzx PARTAKING. 


| Ws have. been, I hope, gratefully ms devon _ 
 Femembering Jeſus Chriſt, who loved us and g. 
| himſelf for us. And it ſhould be our concern eye 
day, to retain and ſtrengthen that remembra 
to reflect often and very ſeriouſly on what he hat 
done for us, and what a dependance we have apa 
him. Did we live more by the faith of the 


.a a 4a a 


5 
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Gop, we mould feel a more ardent love to the 
fed Gop, for this unſpeakable gift, this method 
alvation. We ſhould be more ſerious and lively 
all the duties of religion; more indifferent to 
is vain world ; more circumſpect and holy in all 
r converſation ; more uſeful in our ſtations; more 
aritable and benevolent to our fellow- chriſtians, 
d more comfortable in our own ſouls. Let me 
this connection ſolemnly caution you againſt an 
or, too common among chriſtians, eſpecially in 
e preſent age; namely, imagining that they have 
tle to do immediately with our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
e is to be the object of our conſtant regard, eſpe- 
ly as our teacher, propitiation, and advocate 
ith the | father; and as our ſtrength, thro' whom 
can do all things. Let us endeavour: to live 
ore by that principle, . wh ich animated the great 
olle to all his labours and ſufferings, and made 


im ſo brigkt an example of the moſt eminent vir- 


ve and goodneſs. To this faith he aſcribed all his 
tainments. in piety, holineſs and benevolence; his . 
periority to all the allurements and terrors of the 
zorld ; his ardent zeal to ſave ſouls, and his rea- 
lineſs to ſuffer affliction, perſecution and death, in 

e cauſe of his great maſter. And 'let us daily 
ray for a ſupply of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, 


attract our hearts to him, and to fix our views 
upon him. And may Chrift duell in our hearts by 


aith; and may this faith be a principle of fincere 
bedience, a ſource of perpetyal' conſolation, and 


an aſſurance and earneſt of our PE dee 


in nun ever vn che Lord! | 
G 2 Ms MEDI 
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| 305 the LORD, O my feat; and all * ii Ait of. t 
me, bleſs his holy name. — Bleſs the LOR D, 0 an 

Kl. and forget not all 15 benefits, the 

dre 

HE Lord's Supper hath been called by ſere tin 

ral names. By the ancient chriſtians amo our 

the Greeks, it was called the Fucharift, or the thanks the 
giving; becauſe our Lord, when he inſtituted i eve! 
gave thanks to his father; and chriſtians, when they nat 
partake of it, join in a ſolemn act of thankſgiving ord 

to Gop for the bleſſings repreſented and canfirmel i fea! 
by it. There is no diſpoſition more proper at that Dæ 

._ erdinance, than a grateful one: none better ſaicelM inh 
to its nature, or more likely to make it comforts! for 
ble to us, while we partake of it, and of greater ten: 
advantage to us in the courſe of our lives. Le mir 
me therefore now. exhort you to adopt the, derou our 
and grateful language of Devid in the words be nc 
fore us; where he calls upon kis ſoul, and all iu laſt 
dba within him, all his powers and affections, wi bef 
Bleſs the holy name of the LORD. I would ſugget]F' par 


a few thoughts to aſſiſt your meditation and exciuf pen 
your gratitude at this ordigance. | ' ord 
A | «© BTI; 


1 . 


„ 
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« Buzss the Lon, O my ſoul, for his pity and 
hoe to the finful children of men: that while 


who lay in wickedneſs. Behold the goodneſs and 
ſeverity of God: to them, awful, but righteous, 
ſeverity: to us, undeſerved goodneſs. It might 
have been quite the reverſe: goodneſs to them, 


ſoul, for ſending his glorious Goſpel to rhis part 
of the world; formerly a dark and brutiſh part; 
an inhoſpitable and barbarous nation; deſpiſed by 
the Romans and other civilized nations, as the 
dregs of the human ſpecies: That he hath con- 
tinued | this Goſpel amongſt | us, and appointed 
our exiſtence to begin in a happy land, and in 
the happieſt period of time, which that land 
ever knew: That we are not, like the heathen 
nations, ſtrangers to Chriſt and his bleflings and 
ordinances, eating the facrifices of the dead, 
fealting at the Table, and drinking che cap of 
Demons, and defiling ourfelves with cruef and 
inhuman facrifices. — Bleſs the Lon b, O my ſoul, 
for this ordinapce, and liberty and ability to at- 
tend upon it and join in it: an ordinance, ad- 
mirably fitted to help our devotion, to enflame | 
our loye, and to quicken us to all holy obedi. 
ence: an ordinance, in which we ſee that _ever- 
' laſting covenant ſealed and ratified, as it were 
' before our eyes; which giveth the affurance of 
pardon, peace, and eternal life to every bumble, 
' penitent believer. — Bleſs the Lon p, that ſuch an 
1 was 'inftiruted ; chat it hath been tranſ- 
G6 mitted 


he paſſed by thoſe nobler beings, the angels ST 
fell, he had compaſſion on a world of mortal then, 


and juſt ſeverity to us. — ZBleſs the Lox p, O my 
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© mitted down to us, and not loſt in ſo many ages oil woul: 
© darkneſs, tumult and contention. Let us bie tage 
2 him that we enjoy it in its purity: that it Wit wi 
not turned into an idolatrous ſervice, nor rep « gr: 
* ſented to us as a charm, nor an indulgence ro- 
the neglect of our duty. — Bleſs the Lon, ff own 
1 my ſoul, for the publick liberty, which thou uM fear, 
thy fellow- ſubjects are favoured with: that acce} 
© canſt, by the laws of our country, and under u fince 
protection of our governors, celebrate this as bi 


© nance in our ſolemn aſſemblies, without N 
« death, impriſonment or fine. Bleſs the Logo, d 
© thy lot is caſt in peaceful times, in which tho 
* canſt go to the Houſe and Table of the 
and perform the ſervices of both, in that mante⸗ 
which ſeems to thee moſt agreeable to the primi 
tive inſtitution, none making thee afraid. — Blef 
the Loxd, O my ſoul, that no. domeſtick calamity 
no painſul affliction, confines thee from this ordi 
© nance; that I do not look upon it with con 
_ © tempt, or even indifference, and live in the neg: 
lect of it as too many do: that. I do not omit 
© my attendance upon it, when providence gives me 
an opportunity of obeying this command. of my 
« divine maſter. Bleſs the Lon b, that I have, a 
© Ezra expreſſeth it, a nail in Gon's holy place; my 
lot among his ſervants. and people, and that I eſteem 
it my great privilege and honour, as well as du- 
* ty, to walk in all his ordinances, as far as may 
be, blameleſs, — Bleſs the Loxn, O my foul, 
© that. I do not come to this ordinance with the Muni 
' © terrors, of a ſlave; that wy heart is, not filled Wane 
* with bitterneſs, ſuſpicion, or © e fear, which {kno 
— would 
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would deprive me of all the pleaſure and hs | 
tage of an attendance upon it: that I can attend 
it with the affection, dutifulneſs, hope and joy of 
2 grateful and obedient child. Or, tho* I ſhould, 
thro! a miſtaken notion of the ordinance or of my 
own character and. ſtate, come with weakneſs and 
fear, yet there is ſufficient ground to hope for 
acceptance, if my heart is fight with Gop-; if I 
fncerely deſire to yield myſelf to him, and io walk 
as becometh the goſpel.. 

«I wouLD bleſs the Lon p with all that is within me, 
for thoſe that join auith me in this ſervice: that 1 
meet ſo many of my brethren. and chriſtian friends. 
at his Table, joining in the ſame act of homage, 
ſelf-dedication, love and hope. Let me bleſs the 
LoxD,. that he addeth to. his church ſuch. as ſhall be 
red: That I can look with pleaſure on any 
young chriſtians, coming to fill up their fathers? 
places ; entering into their ſervices and labours, and. 
joining themſelves to the Loxp in a perpetual co- 
yenant never to be forgotten. How delightful a 
ſight to all the real. friends of Chriſt and religion l. 
And what an encouragement doth- it give me to 
hope and believe, that he will ſtill have a ſeed 
to ſerve him, in the place where I have ſo often 
remembered and adored. his love, and had. reaſon 
to ſay, © It is. good to be here!” 

ThesE are the benefits which we mould recolleRt 
nd celebrate at this ordinance, And if. there be 
y thing particularly merciful in our private cir- 
mſtances and connection, or in the ſtate and 
ame of our own ſouls, it will be proper to 
mnowledge it before Gop with. real gratitude, 


© keeping this feaſt to the Lord, and celebrating | 
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And we ſhould conſider it as a further obligat 
| upon us to be the Lord's; and devote all our p- 
ers, abilities, and enjoyments to his fervice. Let 
enlarge upon theſe particulars in our private med 
tation, while we are engaged in that ſervice, x 
join heartily in a ſolemn thankſgiving to Go» 
all his benefits, * for Chriſt, that unſpeiſſpad d 
* gift. 6 | * | 


 ArTEeR PARTAKING, 2 


1 We read (1 Kings viii. 66.) that after Solomon b 
all Jirael had held a feaſt before the r 

 Gop, when the people were diſmiſſed, * they we 
| unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all 1 
' goodneſs that the Lord had done for Davip his feru 
and for TsRAEL his people.” They traced up all th 
national and religious privileges to God, by 
author of them. They conſidered them as the e 
fects and diſplays of his goodneſs. That goodne 
they had thankfully acknowledged by their facri 
ces and their praiſes. And they went home wi 
joyfulneſs and gladnefs, under a grateful ſenſe ( 
the favours, which had been beſtowed upon them. 
This ſuggeſts to me my duty, after I have bet 


© manifold favours vouchſafed to me. I onght t 
carry away with me a thankful, devout ſenſe of h 

« goodnefs, and to cheriſh and manifeſt religious x 
© © titude and joy continually, If I am truly fer 
ble of my obligations to him for his invaluat 
and innumerable benefits, I ſhall not reſt in 
bare acknowledgment of them, but fhall enquin 
: What mall I render to "ho Lord for all his m 
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_ 
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ies?” I ſhall be careful and ſolicitous never to 
front, negle&, or even forget, that friend, to whoſe 
ompaſſion and love I am ſo highly obliged; that 
ob, who hath given us his dear Son; ſo many 
aluable favours contained in that one; and will, 
vith him and thro? him, give us all things needful 


and deſirable for us. Let me ever bear this upon my : 


mind, that it is my duty to render to the Lord ac- 
ording to the benefits I have received. Let me 
de ſolicitous, and ftrive earneſtly to do ſo. This 
ill ſupport and increaſe my joy in the Lord; and 
it will give me ſome lively foretaſte of that eternal 
glory, in which all the divine benefits are deſigned 
to terminate, and - which will be the >" delightful 
ſubject of my eternal ns 
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Isa1an xxv. 6. 


Jud i in this mountain Hall the LORD of Hots ks 
all people a fraſt of fat things, a feaſt of win 

the las; 2 n een en 
4. leer auell refined. 548 „ 


A ESE words r us a Caitable fubjee 
our meditation at the Lord's Supper. It 
they evidently refer to, and are a Prophecy of, t 
bleſſings of the goſpel and the gracious proviſi 
which Gop, our indulgent Father,. hath. made | 
Jeſus Chriſt, for the ſapport and. conſolation of hi 
people. Our Lord repreſents the privileges and cor 
| forts of the goſpel under tlie ſame image; as a feaf 
a marriage feaſt; particularly one, which a. gre 


the gueſts to partake of his oxen and fatlings, / 
other dainties, which he had prepared. (Mat. u 
1, Sc.) Let us dwell a little on this beautiful d 
ſeription, and may Gop enable us to draw inſtruc 
tion and conſolation from it! In this mountain, 1. « 
mount Sion, which repreſents the goſpel · church, of 
the ſtate into which chriſtians are now brought, thi 

feaſt is made. | pt 

L 


——""_ MEDITATIONS. „ 


Tee founder of it is the Lord of Hefti; the infinite 
| eternal JEHOVAH, who is poſſeſſed of unlimited 
ver over all creatuzes, maketh what uſe of them 
pleaſeth, and is able to ſatisfy the largeſt defires 
his ſervants. He makes a feaſt for them, not like 
vjurrus, to diſplay his magnificence and the glo- 
us majeſty of his kingdom, but to diſplay his 
unty and goodneſs, his tender pity. and love 
ſtarving, periſhing ſouls. Jeſus is the maſter 
the feaſt, who preſides over the entertainment, 
; down, as it were, with the gueſts, to make 
em welcome, and to diſtribute the favours, which 
rine bounty hath prepared, — Let us attend to 
matter or proviſion of tha feaſt, It is here 
ſcribed by thoſe ſupplies for the body, which were 
koned moſt valuable and delicious among. the 
iſh people: fat things full of marrow, wine on 
ke: well refined, that had ſtood long on the lees, 
„ grown ſtrong, and then well-refined. from the 
vs. This intimates, that the entertainment which 
od hath provided for his ſervants, is the beſt of 
kind, the moſt valuable dainties. The expreſſion 
a feaſt intimates, the abundance and variety of 
ce proviſion made; ſuited to the grandeur ang 
ignity of the founder of it, and his kindneſs to 
is gueſts, - New all this refers to the oxdinances, 
mileges and Z's fa the goſpel; to our ad- 


d, 


* 2 


ittance into Gop's family; to the parden of ſin, 
re and reconciliation with Gon: more eſpecially 
the influences of the Spirit, and thoſe afliſtances, 
nſolations and. hopes, which he communicates to- 
ve believers; all of which are to end. in everlaſt- 
7H „% eg ns 108 


ing life and happineſs. The Lord's Supper » 


moſt affecting emblems. It repreſents them, a 
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rally conveys the idea of a feaſt. It ſets before 
thoſe bleflings, as in a rich variety, and nan] 


ficient to ſupply the neceſſities, and ſatisfy the d 
of our ſouls. By a ſerious approach to this « 
+." nance, we may hope to have the lou of 'GOD 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, and to 4 
our love and zeal, our hope and joy ine, 
our reſolutions for the ſervice of Gov eſtabliſhe 


cellet 
nanc 


This feaſt is abundantly more excellent than dh 
mon entertainments, It is a feaſt for the /; nay 
and refined, nouriſhing the divine life, and firenfM:n4 
ening every grace. Here is no danger of exceſs. Mee. 

may feed ourſelves without Har, which to do, it this 
entertainment for the body, is repreſented by ner 
Jiu as the character end mark of d il tl 
abandoned finners; and in all caſes it is x 2 pl 
both to body and mind. To this feaſt al lizio 
invited. God ſends his invitation, not-as men Wii; 

to the rich and the great, or their relations hat 
friends alone; but to the poor, the lame and petit. 
blind, to thoſe who have been enemies and re frm 

It is a feaſt, as the prophet obſerves, for a/l peopſ have 
SGentiles as well as Jews; the poor as well a M grac 
rich. The Lord of Hoſts invites them to come. bose 

he commands his miniſters, by all; perſuaſive feel 
ments, to conpel them to come in, that his ho my 
2 may be filled with gueſts, What his ſervants lll the 
partake of, tho? excellent and delightful in il, ah 


but an earneſt of ſomething better; a foretaſt my 
' 1 5 and 9 — Ez that 


« 1 wou duti 


4 


MEDITATIONS: = 


« | woULD now draw near to this feaſt of love, with 
e deepeft reverence, the higheſt gratitade, and 
he molt fervent love to the founder of it. I would 
ome with holy joy in Gov and in the Redeemer ; 
and, according to the divine command, Keep his 
lolemn feafts 'with gladneſt. I am ſenſible that' a 
zarful dejected ſpirit would he an affront to his 
kind condeſcenſion, and to his - plentiful and ex- 
cellent proviſion. I know that a gloomy counte- 
nance would be uncivil to my fellow-chriſtians, 
vho are gueſts with me at the divine banquet. It 
nay tend to diſeourage thofe, who are younger, 
and in ſome reſpects, weaker than myſelf; and 
eſpecially thoſe, who may not yet have joined in 
this . e but may be ſpectators of our man- 
ner of receiving it. I would endeavoar to baniſh 
ul the fears, forrows and cares of my mind, from 
þ place and a ſervice conſecrated to God, to re- 
ligion and to joy. I defire and labour to approach 
this ſacred feaſt, having on the wedding-garment ; 
that is, with fixed attention, — with a ſpiritual! ap 
petite and longing deſire; — with deep humility, - - 
firm faith, —ardent love, — and chearfal hope. I 
have been labouring and praying, that thefe ſeveral 
graces may be in lively exerciſe at this feaſt of 
love, I hope I feel in my heart, and defire co 
feel more of, a pure and fervent affection to all 
my chriſtian brethren, who are gueſts with me at 
the heavenly banquet, and alike partakers of my 
father's love. It is my defire and concern, that 
my ſoul may be nouriſhed and firengthened by it; 
that I may grow thereby, and be fitted for all the 
duties, . and ſufferings of future life, But, 
| 9 as 
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d as man liveth not by bread alone, but by « 
word of Gop,' or that bleſſing which he « 
* mandeth on our proviſion, I have already. in f 
< cerity ſought his aſſiſtance, and would heartily j, 
my fellow - chriſtians in devout. addreſſes to 
* that he would, according to his promiſe, * bl 
© the proviſions of his houſe,” and Ts our 
7 with the bread of life.“ | 


ArTer PARTAKING. 1 


We read in the hiſtory of Elijah, that hen 
was travelling thro' the wilderneſs, Gop made hi 
a miraculous feaſt. A cake and water were provid 

for him, and we are told (1 Kings xix. 8.) that 

| aroſe and did eat and drink, and went in the firts 
' of that meat to Horeb, the mount of GOD. 
| paſſage may ſuggeſt, ſome uſeful inſtruction to 1 
The true end of eating and drinking ſhould be, 
Gt us for the duties of life, and firengthen us | 
the ſervice of Gop, And all the nouriſhment. at 
vigour we derive from our food, ſhould be faithful 
employed for him. In like manner, the ſpirit 
proviſion, - of which we have- been. partaking, 1 

Intended, and is adapted, to ſtrengthen us for o. 

chriſtian work, for our journey thro” this wilde 

neſs. It becomes us to lift up our feet in the. 
of Gov, and proceed vigorouſly. and chearfully, i 
| the ſtrength we derive from this ſervice.. Let 
_ © gird up the loins of our minds,” and reſolutely an 
chearfully ſpring. forward to all the duties, diffic 
ties, and ſufferings of life. Keep tie mount 
809. the r bill, Mou in a your Fa? 


10. 24. MEDITATIONS. ut. 
continually preſſing on towards it; taking your 
tions and encouragements from the word of 
bo, which endureth for ever, and will make you 
iſe to everlaſting ſalvation. Be continually look- - 
to Jeſus for grace and ſtrength ſufficient for you. 
en. will you at length ſafely and comfortably ar- 
e at the heavenly mountain, and fit down with 
aham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets 
| ſaints at the e e of the W ä 
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MEDITATION xxv. 


2 2 Ennonrecys xv. 15. 3 7. 


4 all Fudak enn! — oaths . had 
with all their keart, and: ſought Aim: with thieis « 
deſire, and he was found of them : any W LOR 
gave them reft round about, | 


E approach the Table of the Lord to m 
| a publick profeſſion of our faith in Ch 
and his goſpel ; to ſhow that we are Chriſtians, v 
no other religious at ſo properly and effedui nin 
proves. It is our intention likewiſe to conſecrate lick 
ſelves again to the ſexyice of God, through this | 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to renew our ſolemn- engageme 
to walk worthy of the. pel, which we prok 
It is proper that we ſhou}d on that occaſion, be 
minded, with what temper this tranſaction ſhould 
performed, and this memorial of the love of C! 
and of our obligations, celebrated. The pal 

now before us, from the Old Teſtament hifi 
may give us ſome aſſiſtance on this point, and 
niſh us with ſome encouragement in what we 
doing. The people of Fadah, under 4/a their ki 
had obtained a glorious victory over their enemi 
and by the direction and encouragement of A 


the prophet, had put away their idolatry, and rent 
ed their ſolemn engagements to ſerve the Goo f.) 
_ ae, and be faithful in Ra his nent 

a 
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er they had offered a large ſacrißce, they en- 
4 into covenant to ſeek the Lord Gov of their 
ers, with all their heart and ſoul, and ſolemnly 
e to be faithful to this covenant, Then the 
ian tells us, that they rejoiced in che oath, and 
s us the reaſon, why they did fo. Obſerve, __ 

„Tus /clewn engagement into which they entered, 
the temper they manifeſted therein. They 
rd themſelves to nothing pew: nothing but 
u they were previouſly obliged to, as the I/ 
Gop ; nothing but what his law required. It | 
to ſeek the Lord God of their fathers: a phraſe 
bending the whale of religion, and eſpecially 
the duties of piety. They engaged to pray to 
b, to give thanks to him, and to ſerve him only 
maintain continued communion, with. him in the 


0 


5 bim, to ſtud and learn his will: to cleave to 
and obey all his laws and inflitutions. —— And 
ſwore to do this, that is, they in the preſence of 
ſolemnly profeſſed themſelves obliged to do it; 
ing that they expected no favour and bleſſing 
u him, if they neglected it. Further, they en- 
d into this engagement with great feacerity and 
great chearfulneſs, With great ſincerity, They 
ut Gop with their <vkole defire, Their ſouls. 
intent upon what they. were about, and entizely 
ted to bim. They ſwore with all their hearts; 
out any diſlembling, or ſecret reſerve in favour of 
idol, any ſin.» And they did it with ghearfulneſs 
joy. They ſwore to the Lord with; a laug veice 
14.) with ſhouting and the found of muſical in- 
nents. Io" were not hackveard to own their 
e 


lick and private exerciſes of devotion: to enquire - 
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relation to him, and their engagements to be 
ſervants. They were neither aſhamed nor 


| that all about them ſhould know, what they | - 
Heved, profeſſed and vowed. They all rejoiced 


the oath; not looking upon it as a grievous b 
then; not eſteeming the work, which they were 
perform for Gop, a taſk and a drudgery, but 
moſt reaſonable and delightful ſervice. Each rej 
ced that he was more firmly than ever bound 
the Lord; and they rejoiced to ſee their brei 
engaged in the ſame glorious cauſe, ad brc 
under the ſame ſolemn vows. - _ 

Wir ſuch a temper as this would T give 


'* myſelf to the Lord. This ordinance is a fac _ 
ment, or a religious oath, by which I ' devote 1 ick 
© ſelf to Gop thro? Chriſt, and profeſs ſubjedi 3 
allegiance, and obedience to him. I am bete 
bound to theſe, as a reaſonable creature, and N 
a chriſtian. But by taking upon me theſe engi dev 
* ments in a publick, folemn manner, I do's pal tor 
© honour to God and the Redeemer. I bear that 
open teſtimony to the reaſonableneſs, equity facr 
©: goodneſs of his precepts. 1 ſtrengthen my o inf 
viction of the obligations I am under to obe poſe 
© ence, and lay in a freſh ſecurity againft my ill 
© temptations to apoſtacy, backſliding and declen vor 
in religion. This important ſervice I would my 
form fincerely and chearfully, wwirh all my h me ; 
and with my whole deſire — ſincerely, as one vena 
©. hath to do with God, * whoſe eyes behold, and nuec 
©. eye-lids try the children of men, who loveth n peſt 
* teouſneſs and beholdeth the upright alone 


* row: = This" likewiſe I am to do chearf 
5 c wit! 
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xithout force or any conſtraint; eaſes to obey 


proof of my love and devotedneſs to.him, who hath 
bought me with his blood, and hath an inconteſtible 
right to my affection, ſervice, and obedience,” Let 
ve conſider. 
2. TE happy . of Judalbs ſolemn engagements. 
The Lord was found of them — He heard their pray- 
m, and granted their deſires. He accepted their 
rvices, and the ſarrender which they had made 
f themſelves to him. He gave them ſome ſenſible 
kens of his favour; perhaps by conſuming their 
ifices with fire from heaven; an uſual fign of his 
probation of ſuch offerings. By the ſecret work- 
g of his Spirit upon their hearts, he filled them 
ih peace, hope and joy, — It is added, He gave © 
im ref# round about ; ſecured them from the attempts 
their enemies, and (eſtabliſhed their national peace, 
Now if I with fincerity and chearfulneſs, again 
devote myſelf to Goo and his ſervice, I have the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurance that he will be found of me: 
that he will accept my body and ſoul, as a living 
ſacrifice preſented to him, He will grant me the 
influences of his Spirit, to confirm my pious pur- 
poſes, and aſſiſt me in the execution of them. He 
will favour me with ſuch proſperity in my chriſtian 
work and warfare, as will be the beſt reward of 
my uprightneſs and fidelity, He will likewiſe give 
me . We are not indeed under a temporal co- 
renant, as the Z/raclites were. Therefore a conti- 
nued reſt from publick enemies is not to be ex- 
pected, except the general character of the nation 
Was | pious and $909. Nor pal * * me entire 
H e 


the command of Jeſus my Lord, and to give every 


. thoſe, who are under the ſolemn obligations of 
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reſt from the attacks and noleſtations of ſpirin 
enemies; for by them the Lord trieth and cout 
meth the righteous. But he will affiſt me in! 
conflicts with them, bruiſe Satan ander my 2 
and make me more than a conqueror. I wall is 
reſt and peace in Chrift, and be filled with j 
hope in believing thro? the power of the'Holy & ho 
He will at length bring me to that 77% awhich f 
maineth to the people of GOD, where there will! 
no enemy, temptation or alarm, but perfect unit 
terrupted peace and everlaſting joy, 'Let me' 
draw near with a true heart, and the. full aſſum 
of faith. Let me renew my engagement to bet 
Lord's with all my heart, and ſeek him with 1 
Whole deſire; and I OY: de aſſured that he n | 
of [bs found of me. 
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. 8 


5 | 13 

WI have been commemorating the death af Chr 
the great ſacrifice; profeſſing before Gov, that 
are his ſervants, and reminding our -ſobils of r 
obligations and engagements we are under 0 
wholly and for ever his. Let me then addreſs 1 
in the words of the pſalmiſt, (I Chron. Xvi. 1 
Be Ye ever mindful of his Covenant. Having 5 


|| me faith without wavering.! Labour to *behave h 


everlaſting covenant, and who know and experien 
its firm ſupport and divine confolations.. Go b 
for our encouragement been pleaſed to enter it 
engagements with us, 1 Permitted and inv 
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b to join ourſelves to him in a perpetual cove- 
unt, never to be forgotten. Let us remember, 
at he will ever be. mindful of his promiſes, and 
hat he obſerveth and remembereth how we fulfil 
17. Let us imitate God, and be faithful to them. 
Shall any gf u act as if we were aſhamed of what 
had done? As if we were deſirous to be ſet 
e from our engagements, or to be tolerated in ' 
e violation of them? Shall we act, as if we 
ought the blood of the. covenant an unholy thing? 
mall we falſify our word, .renounce. what we profeſs 
d efieem all our tration, and declare to be all 
ur defire? Gop forbid! Let us ſhow a becoming 
4 full. confidence, in gur covenant-Gop, in 
ircumſtance of life and death; and be faith- 
1 the end. Then wall we haye reaſon to 
nice in the oath : to rejoice in it amidſt all the 
lictions and ſorrows of life, and under the at- 
cks of death itſelf, For we are aſſured that c his | 


D. 20 


Mark nenant he will nat break, nor alter the thing | 
of ich hath gone gut of his lips.“ We hall haye 
--t0 emal reaſop. fo to. acknow! edge, that not one good | 
rſs ud hath failed 83 all that the * Ar Gop 


ich promiſed to do do for his rere. 
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MEDITAT ded xxVI. 


* 3 : 


5  Aers 3 iii. 26. 


- Unto 1 frft, GOD having 71 ry his 1 es, 
ſint him te bliſs you, in N e every on 
Ver from his . ih ava 


T. Peter is in theſe * ae the ſe 
He had informed them, of ſeveral impom 
5 particulars concerning the condemnation, death u 


reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He had ci. - 
upon them to repent and be converted; encouray ral 
them by an aſſurance of pardon. He had E i 
them of the covenant which Gop made with te. 


fathers, in which he promiſed the Meſſiah, in wht at þ 
they were to be bleſſed. And then he adds, | de 


unte them firſt, GOD had ſent Jeſur, c. HA 
are ſeveral important particulars, which deſerve 0 St. 
conſideration, eſpecially at the Lord's Supper. 6 


raiſed up his fon Feſus. He was the ſon of [Gov 
a peculiar ſenſe ; the only begotten of the Fatih 
ſo as no other being could be. And he was ni mo 
up from the ſeed of Abraham, and out of the WW... 
mily of David, according to the fleſh, as the jet TY 
prophets foretold. He was employed as the litter 
| ſenger of his father's will, and ſent by him! " 


the ** — word raiſe up, 3 to f it 
int 
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terpreters, may refer to his * raiſed from the 

at, tho it is not the word generally uſed for 
at event in the New Teſtament. After he had 
een crucified and ſlain, Gop raiſed him from the 
rad, and thereby declared him to be his Son, the 
tedeemer and Saviour of the world. — Further, he 
ſent to bleſs men. A moſt kind and merciful 
ein! Not to condemn the world as it deſerved, 
ut to bleſs it: to confer ineſtimable favours upon 
. and to make all his faithful diſciples truly 
d eternally happy. He preached the goſpel. of 
lation himſelf, and offered the moſt valuable bleſ- 
ngs to a ſinful world. He preached it by his Spirit 
ſpring the holy apoſtles 5 and that Spirit was com- 
unicated to the church, as a moſt important and 
rable mercy. Jeſus. is ſent likewiſe to zs. We 
e favoured with his word, with the meſſuages of 
vation, with the labours of his miniſters, with his 
ly ordinances; and thus we are bleſſed with 'ſpi- 
tual bleſſings in heavenly things in Chriſt Jeſus. — 
ut he was firſt /ent to the Fewr. To you firſt. ' The 
vipel was, by Chriſt's expreſs command, preached 
t at Jeruſalam by the apoſtles. It was neceſſary, 
St. Paul told the Jews at Antioch, that the word 
f Go ſhould have been fr/# ſpoken to them." It 


G00 i, offered by the apoſtles firſt to the Jews, in every 
Fa are were they came. It was ſurprizing grace that 
N ſhould be offered to the Jews at all, who had ve- 
the Mpaed, blaſphemed and killed the Lord Jeſus, and 


erſecuted his diſciples with the greateſt rage and 
tterneſs ; eſpecially that it ſhould be ſent to them 
ft. But this was wiſely ordered on many accounts; 
it fulfilled their ancient Prophecies, — as they 
| H3 were 


er” 


wo SACRA MENTAL ub. x 
were the beſt judges: of ſome of the evidences pn 
duced: for it, — as they were deſcended from the 
holy patriarchs, with whom the covenant of - gray 
was made ;—efpecially as, by being firſt offered y 
them, encouragement is afforded to * work d 
ſinners to receive and embrace it. — 
Tu grand defign of our Redeemar's coming pro/ 
his death and reſurrection, was to turn men 
their iniquities; or as the words may be Aba 
to Bleſs every one that turnath from his iniquity. 1 
be turned from the love and practice of —_ 
great bleſing. To be turned from out|'own ini 
from the ſin that eafily beſets us, is better . 
greateſt abundance of earthhy comforts. All ot 
bleſſings are connected with this. Communion « 4 
Gob, peace of conſcience,. conſolation under' afliis 
tion, and the hopes of glory, : are all founded 
our being pardoned and. fanQtified. - Theſe arg bl 
ſings, in which all true chriſtians: are intereſiec 
To turn ver aur of you. rere 
bleſſed, that is not turned from iniquity; and e 
_ ſoul that is turned, ſhall inherit the blefing. Eee 
real chriſtian is deſirous to have his: iniquities ſul 
dued, to hate and avoid every fin; 80 that if 
could ſuppoſe, that one was to be allowed an e 
emption from this change, and 10 be tbleraftd © 
the practice of his iniquities, every true chaifiu 
would at once fay, © Lord, I would not be that one 
< I ſhould think ſuch an indulgence the 3 
© lamity; for I already know what an evil and bitte 
« thing fin is.” Let us rejoice in this, that the gol 
W ee to free men from: the don 
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f ſin, and that our Lord was. called ;7e/zs, . becauſe 
; was to ſave his people from their fins, _ 
Taz Lord's Supper is a means by, which he fits - 
the iniquity of his people: both as it is a 
preſentation of his death, and a memorial of the 
wenant of grace ſealed with his blood. — It is a 
wire/entation of the death and ſufferings of Chriſt, 
Ne ſee the ſon of Gop dying for our fins, and our 
niquities laid upon him. What can be more na- 
nal and reaſonable than ſuch a reflection as this? 
Shall I have any thing more to do with ſin? Did 
it pleaſe the Lord to. bruiſe his Son, and make 
bis ſoul an offering for ſin? And ſhall I be fond 
of ſo evil a thing? Shall 1 harbour and careſs 


be bitterneſs in the end? Here I commemorate 
the ſacrifice which Chriſt offered for fin, , and by 
which the influences of the Spirit were obtained, to 
uit me in turning from every iniquity. — Further, 
ie Lord's Supper is a memorial of the covenant of 
ace confirmed by the blood of Chriſt, - I re- 
member that death which ſealed the covenant, or 
grant of bleſſings, with which Gop hath favoured us. 
Hence I derive a lively hope of pardoning merey 
and aſſiſting grace. I profeſs to renounce all ſin 
and to accept "ſalvation upon goſpel-terms. 11 
make no exception. for my unn iniquity... I de- 
lire no indalgence for any. favourite, any long · che- 
riſhed luſt. I reſolve to level my attempts prin- 
eipally againſt that, and to turn from it with 
abhorrence. My devout language, 1 hope is this, 
Lord, I can truly ſay, that it is my defire to have 
every fin ſubdued, and to turn from rr iniquity. | 
| MM H 4. . a 1 have 


the murderer of my Lord, and indulge what will! 


z _ expreſs ourſelves in more proper terms, and fo 
Mast I fee not, teach tion me;  avherein I have dn 


= reſolution, let us keep this idea of fin always i 
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I have found this ordinance in former inſtances, the you 


means of increaſing my deteſtation of that whi 
is evil. I hope this attendance upon it will in 


«A 


prove the conqueſt, which I have already obtainei 
over the power of ſin. I hope that, by freſh view Night. 
c a crucified Saviour, I ſhall gain further dominioſ ure 
over this inbred, this inveterate enemy; and greaz 
x ſtrength and courage and ſuccefs in reſiſting eedfi 
p | 


temptation, and obeying the whole will of Gov. 
AFTER PARTAKING, | 
Warn we have been commemorating the death 
Chriſt, and recollecting the great deſign of it, name 
ly, to turn men from their iniquities, we cant 


a better reſolution, than Job, did, (ch. xxxiv, 33. 


iniquity, I will do no more, To confirm ſuch 


our minds; that it was the cauſe of our Lord 
death. How odious were the characters of Judu 
of Caiaphas and Pilate, who were the inſtrument 
of his death! How infamous would it have be 
for any chriſtian to have formed a friendſhip wit 
either cf them! And is it leſs ſo, to be confedera 
with fin? to nouriſh ſuch a viper in our boſom, and 
not oppoſe and cruſh it with all our might? 1. 
may judge of your intereſt in Chriſt, and title tt 
the bleſſings he hath purchaſed for his people, 
the reliſh you have for this truth, that he came t 
turn men from their» mniquities. If you do not recko 
this a moſt important and delightful truth; if yo 
do not heartily reſolve to do no more ä 


yo 


you do not labour daily, and with all your might 
o ſubdue and mortify every fin ;. you have no part 


righteouſneſs, and have your fruit unto holineſs, be 


redful grace and conſolation, and at length be- 


ſermore. 
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1 theſe bleſſings, But if you do ſo, if you are 
made free from fin and become the ſervants of 


ſured that the end will be everlaſting life. Jeſus 
jill bleſs you yet further in this world, with all. 


by upon you that- _ of page even life for 


good men when they die, do not loſe their exiſ 


|  vance of the moral law and perfect compliance vit 


and ſaved oy his Os" it ſeems 9 to in 
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Rivitarion vii. 14. 


— 10 bs ahep; aokieh came wad ln. triduls 
tion, and have waſhed their _ and * than 
. avhite in the blood of the. Lamb. 


HEN we ſee others calfering ſome r if 
fliction, or are ſuffering it ourſelves, it is 1 
loalars to think, that there is a future ſtate: that 


tence, but are conveyed to a better world, in whici 
their pollutions ſhall all be removed, and no triby 
lation ſhall ever approach them. 80 great is th 
glory then to be conferred upon unworthy creature; 
that St. John, when he had a viſion of it, might 
naturally aſk with ſome. ſurprize, What are th 
which are arrayed in white. robes, and whence can 
they * The angel informs the apoſtle, that th 
came out- of great tribulation, and had waſhed thi 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lan 
Chriſtians owe their future happineſs to the ſuffer 
ings and death of Chriſt, Such expreſſions are nc 
deſigned to exclude his active obedience, his "obſer 


every part of the will of Gop. The whole of hi 
conduct was pleaſing to the Father, and by hi 
obedience, as well as by his ſufferings, we are 


righteous. But when we conſider how mach is 7 : 
of his ſuffering and dying, of our being juſtiki | * 
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port, that peculiar ſtreſs is laid upon this; both 
Mw HH i; the moſt ſignal act of obedience, and as a real 
| ſacrifice, or propitiation for the ſins of the world. 
1. Ws have here an account of the /ufficiency and 
eficacy of his ſacrifice and atonement. . Chriſtians are 
at preſent juſtified: by his blood: that is, brought 
into a ſtate; of favour and privileges. They are 
entitled to pardon, aſſiſtance and conſolation, upon 
their compliance with the terms of his goſpel. But 
the efficacy of his ſacrifice extendeth further. By means 
of it holy ſouls are advanced to the heavenly world; 
for he hath obtained! eternal redemption for them. 
The blood of bulls and goats only cleanſed from 
legal, ceremonial, external pollution. It did not 
remove moral guilt. That is, it exempted tranſgreſ- 
ſors of the law from temporal puniſhment, threatened _ 
ty JzHOVAH, as the Gop of Ifrael and tlieir ling; 
ot from his diſpleaſure, as the righteous governor 
of the univerſe ; for in both theſe reſpects he was to 
be conſidered. But the blood of Jeſus Chriſt clean- 
ſeth from all ſin. He ſaves the chief of ſinners, 
upon their repentance and faith, from the puniſh- 
ment, guilt and dominion of fin, and conducts them 
to a ſtate of everlaſting purity and joy. Further, 
2. Tu words intimate that he be/?. of men ftand 
1 need of this blood to purify them and fit them 


n 
SG 


ww 7 glory. The perſons here ſpoken of came out of 
of % rribulatios. They had ſuffered much affliction 
nd perſecution, but they maintained their integri- 


| held in higher eſtimation by their gracious 

Id and judge, than the virtues of thoſe who had 

m eaſier EE thro life: for my brought more 
H 6 honour 


J. Their virtues were more valuable in themſelves, - - 
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3 e mould not my * be upon 


— * e 


honour to Chriſt, and did more ſervice to his religion. 
Some of theſe diſtinguiſhed perſonages had died 
martyrs for him, and ſealed his truth with their 
blood. Vet it is not ſaid they made their robe 
white in zheir own blood, but in that of the Lamb. 


_ They humbly acknowledged themſelves unprofitable 


ſervants. They relied on his atonement and inter. 
ceſſion for their pardon, acceptance and ſalvation; 


and ſo obtained theſe invaluable bleſſings. Nay | it 


is not ſaid that ſome of them were ſaved in this 
method, but all of them; the pureſt as well 2 


| thoſe who had been moſt polluted: thoſe who ha 


done moſt for his ſervice and glory, as well u 


5 others. All are redeemed and ſaved by the preci- 


ous blood of Chriſt, as a lamb qc 'blemiſh; 
and all are accepted in the Beloved. - 
How thankful ſhould we, my Dragon; be for 
the tidings of a ET: How precious ſhould 
| he be to our ſouls! To have procured glory for 
ſuch a ſinner as I am, by any method, would hare 
rendered him the worthy object of my gratitude 
* and love. But to procure it at ſo expenſive a 
rate, — by his own blood, —this is love ſurpaſlng 
human love, ſurpaſſing knowledge. I would ce- 
lebrate and magnify it. I would adore the wi- 
dom which contrived this moſt wonderful and 
gracious ſcheme. I would pay my higheſt honour 
and thankſgivings to the bleſſed Gop, who ſubject 
ed his Son to pain, and ſhame and death, - He did 
this, that an honourable way might be made for 
my ovtaining pardon and peace now, and being 
brought idto the poſſeſſion of this dignity and fe- 
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he blood of the Lamb, as the dependance of theſe 
glorified ſaints was? I muſt not, I dare not, expect 
alyation thro* the merit of my own obedience, 
or as a reward which my works | have deſerved. 

Alas! I have reaſon to be overwhelmed with 
terror, under a ſenſe of unworthineſs, guilt and 
pollution. If Gop were to lay open to me the 
records of my own conſcience, and particularly 
ſet my fins in order before me from the records 
of his omniſcience, nothing but terror and deſpair 
would ſeize me. But as a penitent believer I am 
accepted, and hope to join this illuſtrious company 
of conquerors,, thro* the worthineſs and grace of 
the captain of my ſalvation. 1 hope I am willing, 
pleaſed and thankful to receive, mercy in this way, 


' [| chearfully ſubmit to the terms, which my moſt 


indulgent father hath propoſed. This will tend to 
keep me humble, to endear unto me the bleſſings 
I want, and excite my moſt fervent gratitude. for 

that mercy which beſtoweth them. | 
Ux ER the influence of theſe ſentiments, and 
with theſe diſpoſitions, I would approach the ſa- 
cred table. My heart, I hope, is purged from 
allowed fin, and an evil conſcience. I hope my 
life is unblameable, and, upon the whole honour- 


„able to my profeſſion ; and that my reſolutions for 


improvement and perſeverance in religion are ſincere 
'and firm, Here the Lamb of God is ſet forth before 


' my eyes crucified among us. I behold the blood. of : 
' the covenant, which the Lord our Gop maketh, with 


' us, and chearfully conſent to all the demands of it, 


' I ſee the tokens and pledges of pardon and peace and 
; 2 Let me dra near with gratitude and 


5 n 


and pleaſure, Endeavour always to wear a che 
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fſianddiity of heart to celebrate and adore that low 
1 which I owe all that I have, and all male 


 ArraR PARTAKING.. 


: Wnes Sims. had been deſcribing the unce 
ty of all things here below, the near appra 
of death, and its breaking-off all the buſineſs x 
ſchemes of the preſent life, he ſays, (Eccl. ix. 
Let thy garments be always white, Endeavour 
live as eaſily and - pleaſantly, . and as free 


d Wa 
anxiety, as thoù canſt. For white garments ve pu 
uſed by the Eaſterns, at ſeaſons of victory, A bala 


and feſtivity. This advice is very proper to 
attended to by us, after the view we have bes 
taking of the grace of Gop and our Saviour, a 
of the ineſtimable bleſſings reſerved for us in i 
future ſtate; and when we have been renewing 
confirming--our reſolutions for his ſervice. Let ! 
garments be always white: that is, 'live comfortabl 
and chearfully. Let every day be a feſtival 
thee. Let thy whole conduct ſhow, that thy Go 
daily furniſheth thee / with a ſource. of conſolatio 


ful aſpet and to rejoice evermore. Labour | 
keep a clear conſcience, and to live near to Gov 
and ſo inward peace and folid hope will. be feel 
red and maintained. Let the proſpect of heaven| 
glory, as obtained by the blood of Chriſt, anime 
the chriſtian to rejoice evermore, yea even in u 
bulation, and in death itſelf. Unbelieving 
will ſometimes be ready to ariſe. He may find 1 
difficult to believe, that he ſhall ever partake of 


Nr ſo "”_ and glorious, ſo far above bi 
deſerts 
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ove, Merts. But when he conſiders it as obtained for 
en thro! the ſufferings of the Lamb, in conſequence 
the wiſe and gracious appointment of his Gop 
d Father, this helps his unbelief, moderates his 
s, and ſometimes raiſeth him quite above them. 
even is not a ſtate too glorious and excellent to be 
netted, when conſidered in this light, How wile 
=: ſhould the chriſtian be to leave this world, where 
our e is daily contracting freſh ſpots, amidſt all his care 
e watchfulneſs, and to enter on a ſtate of everlaſt- 
e purity | If che holy ſopls, who came out of great 
„ bolation, were enabled to conquer death, when 
zpproached them in its moſt terrible form, how 
nreafonable is it for us to ſtart back at its milder 
proaches? We ſhould rather be ready to wel- 
me its ſharpeſt pains,” as opening our way to Gop 
nd Chriſt and eternal glory. Let us often be 
joking within the vail; taking a proſpect of the 
evenly world, and its bleſſed inhabitants, and 
ſerving thoſe in 12328 who have come out 
great tribulation.” © E're long we ſhall know its 
ypineſs 3 not as now, by a diſtant proſpect and 
y ideas taken from earthly princes and conq 
rs, which ſtrike our mind at preſent with plea- 
inble ſenſations;, but in a clear and full manner; 
There let us have our converſation.” Let our hearts 
end affections be much above. And in the proſpect 
this glory and dignity, let us often ſay now, as 
e ſhall at length” join with that great multitude 
n ſaying, Unto lim that loved us and waſhed us 
rem our fins in his \oauns. bleed, and hath” nad. us 
ngs and pricfts wats GOD cen his Father, unto 
15 glory and r and woe. Amen. 
| "Mi EDI. 


. u, and not unto the world? Is not" thine to be 


and the conſequence of this will be, that th 


. { 
an 
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N | Jon xiv. 23. 5 | 


| 2 W and ſaid unto him; I a man Hs ry 

bie will keep my wordt: and my Father vill 

Aim, and we will come wnto _ _ _ our « 
with: him. eee 


HIS is the a bien our * retu 


ed to one of his apoſtles, - who aſked hin 
00 how is it, that thou wilt manifeft thyſelf ui 


publick appearance? To this ' Chriſt anſwers, thi 
whoſoever truly loveth him, will keep his words 


Father will love him, and both Father and 
will come and make their abode with him. Now 

here we are taught, 
1. How our love to. Chriſt is to be e 
and manifeſted. He will keep my words. It 3s 1 
tural to ſuppoſe, that one whoſe character was i 
ſpotleſs and amiable as. that of Chriſt, and who wat 
ſo great a friend and benefactor to mankind, wouk 
be at leaſt eſteemed by all, who hear of him; 
that many would profeſs to love him. But he put 
the ſincerity of that profeſſion on this plain er- 
dence, - he will keep my, words, * He will be deſirous 
to know them 3 ; will carefully examine and ſtudy 
them; 
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dem; and receive them with meek ſubmiſſion of 
ul. He will retain them in his memory and his 
ut, and often reflect upon them. He will always 
t from a reverence to my authority, and with 
humble ſubmiſſion to my commands.“ Where 
al love to Chriſt is, obedience will naturally fol- 
W. This will be a commanding, conftraining 
rinciple. The very thought, this is Chriſt's 
ord; this is my Saviour's command, will be 
nough to engage the obedience of every chriſtian, 
ho loveth him. He will need no other motive to 
chearful obſervance of every ſacred injunction. 
: We have here the happy efe of this love, 
ſidered as a principle of obedience. My Father 
vill love him, and we will come and dwell with 
in—Gop will love the obedient chriſtian, To 
beloved of Gop is the higheſt happineſs we 

an attain, It includes every thing great, and good, 
nd deſirable. It is amazing condeſcenſion and 


ather, ſhould love a mean, finful worm; whoſe 

ie to him is ſo weak at the beſt, and whoſe o 
lence is ſo imperfe@ and defeQive, But this he 
ill do; and love him in ſuch a manner as to be- 
ome his invariable friend. He will love, not mere- 
the moſt eminent ſaints, but every ſincere lover 
f Chriſt, * What a conſolation is this to me? 
may the chriſtian ſay. Let men cenſure and light 
me; yea let all the rage of earth and hell be 
united againſt me; if Gop loveth me, it is enough. 

Nothing can hurt me; nothing can ſeparate me 
from his love. Nothing can prevent my complete 
* — Our Lord , qe ill come unto 
em; 1 2 ao 


ice, that the almighty, ſelf-ſufficient and eternal | 


5 © me for ever; I am ready to ſay, Lord, tl 
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. Both I and. my Father. They, Wh come 
him by the communication of the Holy Wis 
enlighten his mind, to enliven his grace, to hy 
his infirmities, to aſſiſt him in meditation, pe 
and thankſgiving, and in the performance of ey nd 
: duty ; to clear up his evidences, and fill him wi 
Joy and peace. Bleſſed Jeſus! I long for 1 
© gracious viſits. Welcome indeed wilt thou 
thy Father be to my ſoul. There is nothing 
E. deſire; more than this diſplay of the divine lou 
It is added further. Fe uill make dur 
evith. him; dwell ſtatedly with him: not as 2 t 
veller, who turneth aſide to tarry for a night, | 
continually, and with complacency, as at 
This crowns all; as it denotes a conſtant fell X 
mp; a regular, ſpiritual, delightful correſpondent 
And have I not experienced ſomething of thi 
” Had not God been with me 1 had drooped a 

© periſhed long ago; or have continued in that 
© ſettled, formal Hate of religion, in which I | 
the grief to ſee ſo many others continue. Or 
© ſhould fo far have loſt my firſt love, as to ne 
* this ſacred ordinance, on. which I now, attend wi 
5. pleaſure.; I hope and believe he will abide w 


< were happy whom thou didſt viſit in the days 
© thy fleſh. How ſhould 1 have rejoiced in ſuch 4 
_ © honour, have ever loved the houſe in which || 
_ © ſeen thee, the room in which I had converſed u 
© thee! But Chriſt would have anſwered, - a WM 
„did the woman who ſaid, Bleſſed. is the wo ally 
chat bare thee, Yos-.rather. bleſſed. are rage 


* | | 1 E conf 
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vnſtant care. Tllen will he dwell, with me. 
bd Lord, if thou dwelleſt wich me, it matters 
e where, and with whom I dwell. Fhy pre- 
and love will make up the want of human 
nendſhip in its fivecteſt endearments. Lord, 1 
m now going to this ardinance, thau knoweſt, 
ith a heart that truly loves thee; and in obedi= 
nee to thy n command. I am approaching it 
ih a deſire; purpoſe and reſolution; not omy to 
now, but de keep, thy ward. - May I. there en- 
nience that thei art with; me, and may my love 
x ook be cheriſhed and ſrengthenedy,. by the 
ers I am to take of thy amazing kindneſs and 
race to mel 5 < 


AFTER PARTAKINO, 


ir, Pau] concludes his epiſtle to the Eokefrans 
th theſe remarkable words, Grace be with all them 
t love our Lord Jeſus Chrift in fincerity ; Amen : 
lo have a real uncorrupted love to him; a love 


A continues conſtant, & as not to be corrupted 
* "ny of the allurements of the world and the 
by any temptations to which we may be ex- 


* With ſuch perſons grace ſhall be; that is, the 
ne favour, and all the bleſſings which reſult from 
In the aſſurance of this, take the utmoſt pains to 
tinue iz Chriſt's love, and keep his words. To him 
fully devote your time, your abilities, your ſub- 
ice, Daily and fervently pray for larger com- 
nications of his love to your ſouls. Guard con- 
rally againſt every thing, that would weaken _ 
prineiple in you; eſpecially an inordinate, un- 
nable love to any creature 3 an immoderate care 
| and 


fection continually increaſing, as our acquaintan 
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and ſolicitude about any worldly intereſt; and in 
patience and diſcontent under the evils of the | 
ſent ſtate,» Let us look and long for the ting 
when we ſhall get nearer to him, ſee him E het 
know him better, and have nothing to divert o 
affection from him. There we ſhall find . 


with him increaſeth, and as we receive more dire 
and delightful communications from him. He vi 
abide with us for ever, and we ſhall dwell wit 
him and his Father in ern r 
mm Amen.' 1 


v Gor, and entering inte covenant with him. 


articular reference to the awful manner in which 
de law was given to Z/rael at mount Sinai. There 


in do and be obedient.” This was their eſpouſals 
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- 


Jarman ii. 2 8 } f 2 


Thus faith the Lids 1 eh VE the Made 
of thy youth, the leve of thine ER 92 


4H ESE words immediately, telats to the cuſs | 
of the Tfrarlites. It is common with the pro- 
bets to addreſs the whole nation as one perſon; 

id as a perſon paſſing thro' the ſeveral ages and 

riods of life. But this paſſage” is very applicable 
o the caſe of chriſtians ; eſpecially thoſe, who have 

n their youth, made a ſerious and ſolemn dedica- 

jon of themſelves to Gop, particularly by joining 

the Lord's Supper. And here we may obſerve 
the view given us of ſuch a dedication to Goo 
. the pleaſing remembrance: nn Go you 

Let us obſerve, 
l, 1 z view here given us of a ſolemn Secs 


Ir is called their e/ou/als, This expreſſion hath/a 


od avouched | himſelf for their Got, and they 
ruched themſelves for his people, and declared, 
all- that the Lord our Gon ſhall ſay unto us, we 


to 
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to Gon... In conſequence of this contract, diſobedie 
to his law, and eſpecially idolatry, is repreſented 
_. Adultery, a breach of the | 
- dedication of a ſoul to Gov thro? Chriſt, according 
the nature and deſign of the chriſtian covenant, | 


D rea 
very properly be thus deſcribed. ——For it is v2 
contract founded in love. The ſoul is under toing 
influence of a ſypreme love to Gov, a high e :dy 


of his infinite excellencies, and a grateful ſen : 
his innumerable benefits. This contraſt e 
mutual, unalterable engagements. The wut x 5 
itſelf to the Lord; entereth into covenant to 
wholly. devoted to his ſervice and intereſt, and 
admit no rival with him. The great 8 
eth ſuch a ſoul for his; and promiſeth te be, 
God, its father, portion and happineſs. --1 
covenant, like che mzrriage · covenant, is never-t 
diſſolved. It is, in the prophet's language, « 
tual covenant, never to he forgotten. , St. Paul ul 
_ - the ſame figure, when he tells the Corinthian, 
Cor. xi. 3.) I have eſpouſed you io: on Ae 
We away preſent you as g chaſte wing is to; Chrif. 
2. Tur words, intimate, $he., pleaſing remantrffen ol 
. which Gop hath of an early, .dedicagian. 10 
.d «remember the kindneſt of "thy youth... ', 
| WuHen young — . ſet. out well, muſs 
. cere aad ſolemn. offer of their hearts and ſe 
io the Lord, he is pleaſed with it, and grace 
reekons it a maſt. acceptable preſent. What ren 
it ſo acceptable is, that it griſeth from , good: 
noble principles; ja ſeriqus rememhrance of their 
ator, 2 e and oe eacagl 1 185 n e 
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him, and dependance upon him. It is indeed 


an act of Juſtice, giving him his due; yet he is 
aſed to eſteem it an act of Kindneſs, He accepts 


) reaſons 3 — Becauſe in youth the affections are 
| warm «and lively. Voung perſons are capable 
tving him more and better ſervice, than thoſe in 
advance of life generally are, By beginning 
y to ſerve him, they are likely to become emi- 
t chriſtians, -and of greater uſefulneſs in their 
ration than others. — He is likewiſe" peculiarly 
aſed with it, becauſe it is rare and uncommon. 
e are fein their youthful days, Who are ate willing 


the cares or pleaſures of life, and deſpiſe the 
tins of heavenly” wiſdom.” * They are loth to 
e under the reſtraints of the "goſpel, tho? moſt 
pnable and falutary. They chuſe to follow euſ- 
and faſhion, ''and to walk in the way of their 
ts, and the fight of their eyes. To fee young 
dns joining themſelves to the Lord; 'publickly 
fling devoredneſs and ſubjection to him, in this 
u of temptation and hazard, is a ſight pleaſing 
Cob himſelf. And it is pleaſant to all thaſe, 
have a real concert for the fupport of religion. 
will ſhow his kind remembrance of this early 
cation, by the moſt valuable tokens of his fa- 
rin this world, and if they "perſevere to the 
„ by conferring. 4iſtingutthing e U arg n 
lat which is to come. 

Wow may we not hence iufer, "that this is 4 | 
1g motive to young perſons to yield 'themſelves 
Nod? To enter into facramental engagements, 


248 


pouch as double kindnefs. Prineipally for theſe 


ecome eſpouſed to the Lord. They are wedded 


tinue faithful, Gop will remember you for 5 
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as a publick evidence, that they are and, will be 
Lord's. For what can be more defirable than to 
approved and accepted of Gop? What harm « 


the ſneers and reproaches of irreligious men do 
us, while we have this teſtimony, that we ple 


Gop ? — May we not further obſerve, that 
takes peculiar pleaſure in remembering the e . 
piety and continued fidelity of his aged ſeryu vit 
They have great encouragement to hope, yea hun 
be fully aſſured, that having taught them from t t 
youth, and enabled them to continue upon an 
 _ whole faithful to him, he will never forſake | kr 
dat carry on his good work in them, and k Im 
tddem by his mighty power thro' faith unto ſalvati nth 
— Let it be further obſerved, that young | il : 
who have been inclined and enabled to def 
themſelves to Gop, . ſhould be very thankful 1 i 
encourage themſelyes in the Lord their Gon, be | 
ſhould be thankful for the goodneſs, which pen ue 
and invites to ſuch a+ dedication ; for the 2 by t 
which hath enabled them to break thro' 
temptations and diſcouragements to the contri: liy 
Let young chriſtians remember, that he i is not WM” mn) 

righteous to forget the kindneſs and love, « 

- they are manifeſting at this ordinance, Non 
3 d 


| your prayers, as an encouragement to hape : 
_ aſſiſtance of his grace and Spirit, and that your ſt 

ſhall be equal to your day and trial, If _ 
Have any of us forgotten. our eſpouſals to ( 
and left our firſt love? Let his goodneſs humbl 
for our ingratityde, and ſhame us out of 2 
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non ſo baſe and dangerous. For God urgeth this 
jought, in the words we have been conſidering, a2 
motive to 7/rael to return to him from whom = | 
| revalted. | 

Lr me now call upon thee, 0 — ſoul, to re- 
nember thy eſpouſals to Gop, to recalle& them 
with pleaſure, and at the ſame time with deep 
humility that thou haſt not acted more confiſ- 
ently with them. Nevertheleſs, be encouraged by 


acknowledgment, that thou art and wilt be his, 
| muſt not forget, (and if I attend this ordinance 
with a thoughtful mind, I cannot forget,) that 
l my ſolemn tranſactions with God are to be 
carried on in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, and with 


the bleſſings which I expect from the moſt high, 
ue to me thro' his hands. May I be engaged, 
ty the mercies of Gob, and eſpecially by Chriſt, 
that ineſtimable mercy, again to preſent my body 
living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to Goo, which 

l my reaſonable ſervice!? 1 5 


„ N r PARTAKING. 


vorres the word of exhortation, my fellow-chriſti- 
- falſe} chat you remember the goodneſs and loving- 
dneſs of the Lord, and all the obligations and 
dagements you are under to be his. Endeavour 
maintain a quick and habitual ſenſe. of them. 
8 is will be a powerful incentive to the practice of 
amb"? duty, and a ſtrong guard againſt the influence 
every temptation, Let theſe ſacred bonds to Gon 
che Redeemer which you are 8 85 hold you 

a 5 Cole 


this gracious declaration, ſeriouſly to renew the 


: humble chearful dependance upon him. All : 15 


7 the Lord's. We .ought to fuͤffer no day to 5 


of the Lord. Remember, young Chriſtians, | 
humility, watchfulneſs and prayer, are your 
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«cloſe to your duty. We have need often do me 
-ourfelves of them. We ought to ſuffer no 
mental opportunity to paſs,” without making 
publick ee e e that we are, and — 


without voectioning and | devoutly acknowledgi 
before Go, that we are eſpouſed. 'to him, 45 
devoted, faithful ſetvants. It: ſhould give us 
lar pleaſure to ſee young ſouls thus joining m 
gelves to the Lord; for their own ſakes, a8 
improvement in piety, aud their. twppineſs-fo-n 
depend upon it. We ſhould alſo rejoice int, 
giving us the moſt encouraging hope, that 
our aged friends ure arrived ſafe ati heaven, Ch 
will ſtill have a ſeed to ſerve Him, "which" ſhall 
laccounted ts him for a 'genvratiow z ? + whom he 
own, and favour, ''ahd © bleſs, as eſpouſed io l 
The kindneſs of their youth Will afford them 4b 
dant ſatis faction in the review, and tend to it 
them ſteady in religion, . fraitfyl: in dvery 
work, and eminent for- uſefulneſs in the cho 
But let me exhert them to go forth in the ret 


. 0 
bis 2 
ich 
pet! 
Is | 
ined, 


inde 


your only ſecurity againſt leaving 'your "firſt 
- Theſe will be your ſureſt preſervative again 
force of temptation, and the means to make 
-eminently uſeful ànd honourable in the church 


. world. And let us all join to [magnify the L min 
Who taketh pleaſure in the increaſe of his chun” 
"and: in the: e af all his fervans. 17 5 8 
p + a oy 


* 
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28 We EI 
- 


be. "MEDITATIONS. — wn 
Revearion 7 -10. = 


- Be thou faithful unto ceard, and 1 will give : 
e hone. 0 f | 


HAT. more proper words can I nend 


& of your meditation at the Lord's Supper, than 
bis animating .addreſs of our divine leader? In 
hich he | enjoins— a moſt important n e 
zeth it by a moſt forcible motive. | 
1. LzT: us attend to the important. duty here en- 
ined, Be thou faithful unto death. We are com- 
nded to be faithful, and faithful unto death. — 
ſe are to be Faithful. This comprehends the 
hole of our chriſtian work and warfare, But it 
ore eſpecially relates to our duty, as the called 
d choſen /oldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. For there is 
evident - alluſion to military affairs and cuſtoms, 
ro' the whole of theſe epiſtles to the ſeven churches, 
e are to conſider Chriſt as our leader and captain, 
ithfulneſs includes attending to his directions; 


command which he giveth. And this diſpoſition 
mind is to ariſe and to influence us, not merely 
Im a regard to his authority and a fear of his 
rath, but as proceeding from à grateful ſenſe of 
nove and the obligations we are under to him, 

Ho hath, redeemed us from the flavery of fin, and 
. purchaſec 


* 


to , you, my Fellow-Chriſtians, as the ſub- 


ake defire to hear, and a readineſs to obey, every word 
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| Purchaſed us to bimſelf with his own. blood, 
includes following our leader wherever he get 
- imitating his example, and ſubmitting to any 
bours and ſufferings to which he calleth us. 
includes a great and habitual concern for his i 
tereſt, and a glowing . zeal for the ſupport of | 
kingdom and honour in the world. We are 
to be faithful unto death. This intimates to | 
that we are to perſevere in his ſervice to the end 
our lives; that we are to continue patient in , bcit) 
doing, and hold out unto the end, how many u 
how difficult ſoever our trials and conflicts may b. 
But it ſeems more particularly to require our readineliſut 1! 
to give up life itſelf, rather than violate our | 
lity to him. So the connection of the \vards be ind 
mates; Fear none of thoſe things which thi 
ſhalt ſuffer.” Satan fhall perſecute you, and 
ſhall have tribulation.” But be faithful unto de 
© If any man, ſaith he, will come after me 
be my diſciple, let him deny himſelf, take up t 
croſs, and follow me, even to that painful, 
proachful death, if I call him to it. We are 
carry on a ftrenuous warfare againſt the world, . 
fleſh, * and the devil; and to ſay with Peter, tl 
I die with thee, or for thee, yet will I e « lect 
thee.” An important and difficult duty 
But what can be too difficult to Ne wb otiv 
too painful to bear, what too dear and valuable t 
part with, when he giveth ſuch ample ence 
me? Let us then conſider, £ 
2. Tre forcible motive by which this 4 8 are 
ged. Aud I will give thee a crown of life. Thi 
wie may fall in os combat, and loſe not 2 
beri ; 


f, y 
yl | 
ferer 
wed 
dier 


jonit 
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and other earthly comforts, but even life it- 
f, yet Chriſt will amply reward us. The reward 
ul be @ crown of liſe. There may here be a 
ference to thoſe honorary crowns, which were be- 
wed by ancient princes and ſtates upon valiant 
diers. Or it may in general denote the kighe/# 
jonity, as a crown is the greateſt earthly honour. | 
bis crown is infinitely -more valuable, than any 
dich mortals wear, —It includes alſo the higheſt 
city, of which our natures are capable. And 
hen it is called a crown of 11 ife, it intimates the 
nation of the happineſs; that it fadeth not away, 
it i ſhall ſhine with everlaſting and ever-increaſing 
eadoar.—It is an additional circumſtance of ho- 
$ int * that this crown will be given by Chriſt him- 
f: by him who is King of kings and Lord of 
5 who leads his ſoldiers on to the combat, 
xd is a witneſs of their bravery and perſeverance. 
ſhall be given-them before the aſſembled world 
| men and angels, and with expreſſions of his 
pgheſt applauſe. Each circumſtance will add to 
ie honour and n of thoſe, to whom it is 
fen. 
Ax p now, my Fellow-Soldiers, what ſhould 4 our 
lections and reſolutions, when ſo reaſonable. a 
uty is enjoined, and ſo forcible and endearing a a 
tive urged upon us? * Adore, my ſoul, the grace 
of thy divine leader, that he ſhould purchaſe and 
prepare ſuch a crown for thee, and reward the 
eble and imperfe& ſervices of ſo ſhort a war- 
ſtare, with ſuch royal, | ſuch divine munificence! 
Thus to honour a poor worm, who hath ſo of- 
ten * W aps nnn deſerted his 


298 c Ty | 9 . 


1 leader, and taken part with his enemies, - 


5 > 246 8 hand on my unworthy head? It fills my * 
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6 who, had he been ever ſo faithful and refolug 
is but an unprofitable ſervant, what amazing g 
is this! Wonder, O my ſoul, wonder and ag 
for thou never canſt ſufficiently eſtimate the prac 
And is it thy good pleaſure, O my! Lord, 

give me this crown; to ſet it-with thy own. 


with courage and with love. My ſoul glows wit 
earneſt deſire to ſerve thee. I now renew my ref 
lution to be faithful to thee, and boldly to face 1 
* -oppoſition, ' For thee I am willing to labot 
« 'Yea, for thee I am willing to ſuffer. And neithy 


„bonds, nor- affi&tions, nor_death'-in- its more ten be- 

ffying form, ſhall move me. I approach thy a * 

|  *'to give a frech proof of my loyaley to thee, H 

the King of kings: of my fidelity to thee, ks U **" 

captain of my ſalvation- 1 go to -that-ordipane APR 

again to take an oath of allegianoe- and ſiibje the. 

tion to my divine leader. 1e ae ant 

both with fincerity and chearfulneſs; to remembi bo 

ide obligations thou haſt laid me under, and & it 

gain to impreſs my ſoul with a ſenſe of the di * 

| ©'which I owe thee; and of the bleſſings 'which 5 
46 6 | 

may expect from thee.“ # _ 

ArT#z PARTARENG- | A or 

ou engliſh word Sacrament comes from the latin 5 

and originally fignified' an oath; It was uſed among} * 

the Romans for a military cath, or the oath whi ie 

| their ſoldiers took to be obedient to their con ; 5 

ders, and faithful to the ſervice in which — | 0 


| Engaged, Such is "WO" nature of this tranſaction 
= Ds EY: "Nw 


— 
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ſolemn engagement into which we enter, to be 
dient and faithful to the captain of our ſalva- 

It is deſeriĩbed in ſeripture, as the character 
a good man, that he feareth an oati. He 
eth to take it careleſsly and raſhly; and when 
hath taken it, he; feareth to break it. "I i. 
ewiſe deſcribed as his character, that tho” he in- 


; but ſubmits to the inconvenience and damage, 
her than, falſify his oath. I have again opened 
ny mouth, to the Lord, and. I cannot, muſt not, 

30 back. Indeed there is no ſubſtantial reaſon why 
| hould do ſo; why I ſhould defire to be re- 
leaſed from my engagements. Let me then ſay, with 
David, * I have ſworn, and I will. perform it, that 
| will keep thy righteous judgments.” When Il aw 
tempted; tq be. unfaithful, let me pecollect, that 1 
cannot. poſlibly gain any equivalent for the loſy of 
the. crown of life: that the poſſeſſion of it will abun; 
dantly overpay all my laboura, trials and ſufferings, 
tho' ever ſo; many and long. But my warfare, 
lificult) as it may be, will. ſoon. be. accompliſhed. 


with me in this act of homage to our leader, are 
=, diſmiſſed from; the ſeryice; ſet free from all toll 
and pain and doubts, They ſhall no more meet 
Por fear an enemy, or ſee. evil any more. If I am 
faithful, I ſhall ſoon be. with them. Our: reward 
will be great and laſting, and increaſing beyond all 
omprehenſion. Let me then hear and always re- 
0 member the animating words of our leader (Rev: 
lich wen bat, Wera en als thy. crown,” 
I 4 M 'E D I 


m_ ſeveareth to his own hurt, he changeth 4 3 


Many of my, fellow- ſoldiers, who have, often joined 


ful devotion, Having mentioned the happineſs o 
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1 Jou iii. 1. 


Behold, oaks. manner of love the F whe hath be 
flowed upon ts, that We 8 be called the / 


TT is of 8 for us , Frequently 0 det 

the honour which the great God ' confe 
upon fincere chriſtians, in taking them into bi 
family and placing them among his children. 
is eaſy to ſee how our hearts öught to be imp 
fed with ſo ſingular and aſtoniſhing” an e 
divine goodneſs and mercy. This is a very x 
ſubject of contemplation at the Lord's 1 
And O, that we may there feel our ſouls dul 
affected with it! In order to this, let me lead 
your thoughts to a reflection of St. Fohn, 'whic 
breathes a noble ſpirit, and which 1 hope 701 
hearts will at once echo back with the moſt grit 


true chriſtians, who work ee en in being 
born of Gop, he breaks out into a tranſport of 
admiration and joy; ſaying, © Behold, what manner 


of love the Father hath beſtowed upon us,, that west as h 
| ſhould be called the ſons of Gop!* Let us now fi prol 
our thoughts on this intereſting ſubject. my in ſupe 
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order more thoroughly to convince us how great 
and amazing the love of Gov is, let us conſider 
the privilege itſelf— our character — and the a 
by which this Favour is beſtowed upon us. 

1. Tus privilege itſelf is exceeding great and 
glorious ; even to be the children of Gop. — What 
js there grand, noble or deſirable, which is not 
comprehended in it? All men may indeed be cal- 
ſed the children of Gop. For, we have all ore 
father, as. one Gop created us. But the title is 
peculiarly appropriated to good men. When they 
ue renewed, they become the ſons of God. Their 
ins are forgiven, and they are freed from a dread- 
ful condemnation, They become the objects of his 
favour, who is the greateſt and beſt of Beings. They 
ue taken under his guidance, who is the only wiſe 
Cob; and under his guardianſhip and protection, 
vho is the moſt powerful and compaſſionate of Be- 
ings. They have comfortable acceſs to him at all 
times, They can on every occaſion approach him 
with humble hope and chearful confidence, as their 
father, His fidelity is engaged to ſupply their wants, | 
to ſupport their ſpirits, to ſtrengthen them with in- 
ward ſtrength, to ſuſtain and comfort them in all 
their afflictions and in death itſelf, and to give 
them an everlaſting inheritance. Behold, how high 
this love riſeth! how widely it extends! and how 
laſting its effects are! Let us conſider further, | 

2. Our character. Who are ave, that we ſhould 
be called the ſons of God! Conſidering us only 
as his creatures, it diſplays his love. For there are 
ii probably many ranks and orders of Beings, vaſtly 
d in loperiour to us in their capacities and powers and 
der 15 ; „ mon. 


ſelves as /inners; creatures who have offended o. 


| ſure. But upon our repentance and faith, we 
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moral qualities. And we know of no degree « 
rational Beings below us in the creation. Yet u 

us this love is ſhown, and the father of the whol, 
family in heaven and earth dignifies us with t 
title of his children. — Bat this love will appear un- 
utterable and inconceivable, when we conſider: our 


"maker, violated his holy laws, and revolted from on 
duty and allegiance. He might juſtly and eafil 
have conſamed us by one awful frown, and mat 
us everlaſting monuments of his righteous diſples- 


adopted into his family. Gov hath diſplayed " 
condeſcenſion and love in the moſt illuſtrious ant 


aſtoniſhing manner, that while we were yet finners, 4 : 
Chriſt died for us. This leads us to refle&" further | 
3. Tus method by which this favour is beſtowed 7 
upon us, greatly enhanceth its value. Gop gaye hi f + 

' . ſon, his dear, his beloved, his only begotten fon, | 
He gave him for us; gave him to abaſement, ſuf- wo 
ferings and death, that we might be, in an bo- 3 
nourable manner, reſtored to his favour. We who ith 
were once afar off, are brought nigh by the blood ans P 
of Chriſt, A way into Goy's. family and into the 4k 
| holieſt of all, his houſe above, is opened far us * 8 
f ſinners and rebels, by the death of his ſon. Toll © 
of h 
prepare us for this dignity and felicity, Gon hath fulny 
ſeat down his Spirit, to renew the loft image 0 5 
| our Father upon us, and promote and ſtrengthen a s 1 
fllial diſpoſition in our hearts. That we might be- kts f 
come his children, the goſpel was given. For this, "6A 
miniſters are commiſſioned and qualified, For this, hall 


85 8 chriſtian een are a All diſplay his 
| | | Amazing 
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nazing love, and demonſt;ate / how. much his gra- 
ous heart was ſet upon reſtoxing. us to his family, 
utting us among his children, and training us up 
x the dignity, and felicity, of his heavenly palace, 
Ler us recollect theſe, particulars , at this.. ordiy 
ance ; as they axe; peculiarly ſuited. to the, ſolem · 
y itſelf, and adapted. to excite ſoch affeQions in 
Fins, as may make our- attendance. comforta : 
e and edifying.—— Let us thus devoutly reflect. 
' BxHoLD: what manner of love the Father hath 
beſtowed upon me, the unworthieſt of creatures 
and one of the greateſt of finners, that I ſhould 
be called his child! I: have been invited and en- 
couraged.. and am now going, to attend his table: 

to receive a, token of. his paternal loye, an aſe 
ſurance of his tender;,mercy ; and to commemorate 
the ſeal of hat covenant, by which the heavenly 
inheritance is, granted and . ſecured; to me. I be- 
bold with, delight and admiration this amazing 
love. I deſire and hope, that the preſent recol- 
letion of it may increaſe my humility; which is 
the foundation of, the chriſtian temper; and the 
ſupport, of every chriſtian virtue. It is the proper 
frame of heart, in which to pay my acknow- 

ledgment to Gop for paſt mercies, . and to en- 
treat continued e The view I. am taking. | 
of his great love, is, I hope, exciting my, thank-, 

fulneſs. - I feel, ſome. grateful! emotions towards; my; - 

gracious, and indulgent, Father, 1: would; enquire,: 
what ſhall I. render to the Lord for all his bene - 
fits? How ſhall, I give due honour to him, and. 
prove myſelf a dutifal and obedient- child ? How 


hall I, owns, mw in any Pau repay, the im- 
16 e 


TY ili obligations I am under to Jeſus, Who bath 
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« given me power to become a child of God? 
would likewiſe enquire, how I ſhall in my ſphere 

© promote the credit and proſperity of that truly 
© honourable and noble family, to which J have the 
© favour to be allied? I would at his table, with flit 
| © reverence and confidence addreſs him, as my Fu 
ther in heaven, my Father i in Chriſt, And may he 
there, by the gracious influences of his _—_ 
© upon my heart, as a ſpirit of adoption and ce 
1 ſolation, own the endearing ee A | 


Arren PARTAKING./ 


Warn the Pfalmiſt had been Gates Peg d 
goodneſs of Gop in giving him proſperity and 
peace, he faith, (Pſalm xvi. 6.) The lines are fil 
len to me in pleaſant places, and I have a goodj 
heritage.” A reflection, which we have peculiar rea 
fon to make,. when we have been' partaking 0 
this ordinance, under a ſenfe of the divine love 
and amidſt the views of everlaſting felicity. Let us 
then, with David, '* bleſs the Lord who hath mY 
us counſel” and aſſiſtance. Let us labour to | 

deeply and habitually ſenſible of the favours, whict 
be hath conferred upon us, and every day deyout) 
acknowledge the goodneſs and love of our * 
gent Father. What tho' the world knoweth t 


not? What tho' it deſpiſe, hate and perſecute 7 

Let us conſider, the world ' knew not Feſus, H 
was defpiſed and rejected of men, and perſecuted 
and flain; tho' he gave the cleareſt evidences that 
he was the Son of Gop, and commiſſioned by hin 
to be a Teacher and a Saviour. Marvel not then, 
"I * 5 N 5 ; my 
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u Brethren, if you meet with a like treatment. | 
dit let nothing move you from your duty to your 
Father, your ſteadfaſtneſs and your hope. Truſt his 
ze to direct, ſupport and provide for you, as his 
ildren. Never forget your relation to Jeſus, as 


ind interpoſition you enjoy the bleſſings of Gop's 
kmily. Never forget your relation to one ano- 
her and all that bear the divine image, as children 
f the ſame father, brethren of the ſame family, 


let me add, in the words of the apoſtle, © Beloved, 
ow are we the ſons of Gop; and it doth not yet 
ear what we ſhall: be, But we know, that when 
e ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall. 
ze him as he is.“ Let us continually reflect upon 


n that hath this hops in kim,” | coma Caen. 
ſen as he is pure.” | 


Y=Y © 
1 


hen, VVVVVVVVVVVVCV 4:45 5. NEW Js. 


your dear and honoured elder brother, thro* whoſe 


ad heirs together of the ſame goodly heritage. 


is natural and moſt forcible inference, © Every © 


5 phraſe, which ſignifies, I. have. earneſtly delired) 
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MEDITATION: XXX: + 
| Luxe xxii. 15. 5 


- ot Jeſus . unte them, With de 1 7 T7 "UP 4 10 
| to eat this palſover with you before } of Juffer 1. 


Win our Lord was fitting. down... wit 
his twelve apoſtles to the paſchal ſupper 
which was a commemoration. of Gop's delivering 
their fathers out of the land of Egypt, He ſaid 
unto them, with defire I have, defired,* (a hebrey 


eat this paſſover- with. yo before: I  ſuffer., Our 
doubtleſs obſerved; all the / inſtitutions of the law. 

Moſes, Of his obſervation of ſame of them, we, hau 
a particular account. And we have ſufficient, reaſo 
to believe that he paid the ſame regard to the. ref 
H deſired to perform this ſervice, as all other 
from a principle of obedience to Gon his father, whe 
commanded all the Jews to keep the paſſover. Hy 
was deſirous to pay an exact and punctual regan 
to all divine inſtitutions: or, as he expreſſeth it, t 
... fulfil all righteouſneſs. Thereby, he intended to ſe 
before his diſciples an example of obedience, and 
a care to walk in all Gop*s commands and ordi 
nances blameleſs. — He avas deſirous to keep the 
| paſſover, as it was a commemoration of that | great 
deliverance, which Gop wrought for Lraet in bring 


digt 


ing them out of the land of bondage in ſafety and $ : 
peace; when he flew all the firſt-born of the Fg +4 | 
Tias and ſpared all thoſe of the /raelites, Chril vap 
| was ſolicitous to acknowledge that deliverance wit hg, 


W 
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„atude, in the way that Gov had appointed; to 
his part to keep up the remembrance of it, and 
have it improved as a motive to obſerve all 
e other commandments: of the Lord. n 
zur our Saviour lays a particular ſtreſs on th | 
ice he was then performing. This paſſover. No 
ber was ever ſo welcome and delightfal to him: 
"WS: one in the courſe of his life and miniſtry, of 
erich he was ſo deſirous to partake. And the 
ſon was, becauſe he was to ſuffer and die the 
n day. This paſſover was to open that wonder- 
| ſcene, which be had been long preparing and 
) 4 ting for. His defire to eat it was very ſtrong 
= feryent 3 becauſe Gop was now about to be 
coured' in the moſt illaſtrious manner; and the 
ation and happineſs of the world to be promo- 
He was ſo far from being daunted with a 
w of his ſufferings, that he longed for their ap- 
dach, that he might glorify his heavenly Father 
the ſacrifice of himſelf: that he might, as our 
ſorer, be ſacrificed for us; to obtain pardon, 
kce, and eternal life for us. It would confirm 
own reſolution to ſuffer, that thereby he was 
deliver his people from a worſe than Egyptian 
Kage ; the flavery of ſin and Satan, and the 
ninion of death. He was alſo to ſhow his love 
lis diſciples in a more diſtinguiſtiing and affec- 
$Wnate manner than ever. I defire to eat it avith 
TI He ſhowed that love by 'waſking their feet; 
explaining * to them the nature of his kingdom, 
| the deſign of his ſufferings; by inſtituting his 
| ſupper, "which was to ſuperſede the paſſover, 
lis ſo much for the 8 and comfort of 
the 


mme church. He was now to open his heart mo 


| to them and prayers for them. It would alſo er 
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fully and affectionately to them, as we find he di 
at this ſolemnity; and the proſpe& of his ſuffering 
would put peculiar life and ſpirit into his addreſſ 


gage them to pay a greater regard to what paſſed o 
this affecting occaſion, and at this laſt ordinance i 
which they were to join with him upon earth. 
Now here we ſee, and let us admire and ado 
the amazing love of our Lord Jefus Chriſt in e 
ring to eat zhis paſſover, as earneſtly, as if no (uf 
ferings and terrors were to attend or follow it 


So juſtly doth St. John obſerve in this conneQtionf vou: 
that © having loved his own, that were in U vitn 
world, he lowed them to the end, and was willing tet 
to give the ſtrongeſt proof of his love in the la ence 
| ſcenes of his life. What reſolution and ardour off not 
ſpirit did this produce! *« Bleſſed Jeſus, thy lo patic 
was indeed great. We hope that we. feel ſome comf 
© thing of its conſtraining influence: and there WIvlloi 
© nothing we deſire more, than that our love ef af 

© thee may bear a greater proportion to the ſtrengiff af et 
and conſtancy of thy love to us.” ſes o 
FURTHER, we have here an example to direct ade t 
animate us: to ſhow us how our hearts ſhould wor bme 
towards divine ordinances, and with what . earneſtne{MWſave 
we ſhould deſire to partake of them; particular ever]; 
of the Lord's Supper. From obedience to the divin{Wtitle 
command —a regard to the honour of Chriſt— i lieve. 
keep up the memory of his dying love, and — increalWceſſar 
our own edification and comfort. The fervour offffctaſe 

| our maſter's heart in the view of ſuffering and deatſW"y | 
for our — mames our coldaeſs and a Ls over 


Tas 


. 32. 


vre us. The days of darkneſs will come. The 


nage us with warm deſires to come to it. Thus 
would I come, (will the devout chriſtian ſay) and 


teſt diſplay of divine love, which ought to influ- 
ence me to the moſt painful obedience and the 
noſt dutiful ſubmiſſion... I ſee the reſolution: and 


complain of my much lighter ſufferings, but to 
follow his ſteps. - I ſee here the ſting and curſe 


ome degree experienced, what peace and hope I 
ererlaſting covenant are opened upon me, and my 
leve. I may and would learn here, that all ne- 

chaſed for me, and will be beſtowed upon me, by 


wer with my brethren, who are redeemed by the 


MEDITATIONS. us; 
Turxz is one important view in which this paf- 
ige directs us to conſider the ordinance before us; 


amely, as an excellent preparative for afflictions, 
ferings and death. We all have theſe ſcenes be- 


ns of affliction will take hold on us. Our chriſ- 

1 friends are, one after another, removing from 
„ and their places at the Lord's Table know them 
| more. Some, by reaſon of age and infirmities, 
re death in a near view. The expeQation of 
ſhould endear the Lord's Supper to us, and 


vita the juſteſt reaſon ; for here I ſee the brigh- 


patience of my divine maſter, and ought not to 


of afflictions and death taken away, and my hope 
of eternal life confirmed, and the precious promi-- 
ſes of it ſealed, by the death of Chriſt. Amidſt 
the tribulation of the world, I ſee, and have in 


le in Chriſt Jeſus. The conſolations of the 
title to them enſured, as far as I ſincerely be- I} 
eſſary afliſtances in the way to glory are pur- 
ny great Lord. It is pleaſant to eat this paſſ- 


| 
il 
| 


© ſame FOR, and; tho now. my companion: in u 


ing and, hoping chat it may help to prepare 1 


A this: Iuſtitution: not merely to remember. Cui 


of death, and lead us to long for- the /aft- ſolemu 
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© tribulation. of Jeſus Chriſt, are heirs, wich me., 
© the: ſame promiſes and inheritance, Let me 
© approach to this ordinance with earneſt dere; — 


for every ſcene of liſe and death, and for that eter 
8 nal Slam which Go who cannot lie We 


1 10 
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Lear vs; now ſeriouſly . conſider, . hars is the. end, 


to feel ſome emotions of. gratitude. and. love to. hi 
and conſecrate ourſelves anew to his. ſervice,, wh 
actually attending it: but to keep up an habits 
remembrance of him in our hearts, * — 
faithfully to ſerve. him all our days. It is det 


excite; us to deny ourſelves, to ſubmit to any here 
ſkips and, ſufferings, which: providence may. Appd he Cc: 
| = us. and be: willing to die, whenever Gob ci hi; 


| May this: ordinange be a cordial o us, lic ut h 
85 bak: burthens, ſupport our ſpirits, diſſipate our ſe 


of this kind, when we ſhall drink no moe of t 
e fruit of the vine; but be removed to the-- nok | 
entertainments of Gop;s heavenly. temple ! Th 
theſe ends. may be anſwerel, let ma leave with yc 
deſire you often to reſlect upon, theſs, ſublime and 
lightful words of the apoſtle Paul, (Roms: viii. 38, 35 
For I am; perſuaded..that; neither: death, not 4 
nor angelt, nor principalities, nor powers, nor-thil 
Preſent, nor things 70: come, nor height, not, de) 
nor any other creature, ſhall: be. able: td ſeparate: 
from the love of God, . 
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rd. Neither the fears and pangs of death, nor 
pleaſures, cares and ſorrows of life; no ſuperi · 
r beings and powers either good or bad; no pre- 
t affliction, pain and fear, no future ſcene of 
fering, however ſevere; no height of proſperity 
{ ſatisfaction in any worldly. object or connection; 
depth of adverſity, tho* we are ſunk beyond 
pe of recovery, and on the brinlæ of deſpair; no 5 
creature, however artful, powerful and inde- 
igable 3 ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
eof God in Chriſt Jeſus. What reviving delight- 
words to every ſincere chriſtian! What ſtrong 
lation doth the goſpel inſpire its faithful pro- 
With! "What: ſupport is here in the proſpeft 
approach of the greateſt and moſt complicated 
rings! What relief and comfort in the near viewe 
| even attacks of death itſelf! A: pious divine in 
g circumſtances; finding his eye⸗ſighit fail, deſi- 
14 ſurrounding friends: to bring him a Bible and 
pot his finger on thoſe worda of the apoſtle, which: 
have been mentioning, There he held it, and 


| joy, immediately expired. How honourable and: 
ightful a cloſe of a holy and uſeful- life! We are 
to return to the cares and hurries:and- ſorrows: 
the world again. Gon only knows what farther: 
and ſufferings may be before us. But: let our: 
1 reſt upon ſuch an animating promiſe as this. 
d may it at once promote our. diligence and watch - 
tes, our patience and courage, and cauſe us, in 
y ſcene of life and death, to abound in n 
the conlglatjods: of the: Holy Gb | 


f 
1 


MEDI. | 


th full aſſurance and lively expreſſions of hope: 
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MEDITATION Xxx, 


Jonn xi. 817, 52. "21 


— The high prieſt prophefied, that Jeſus Hundi 45 fl 
| that nation: and not for that nation only, but th 
| alſo he ſhould gather together in 5 the ce 

"0 OD that were ſcattered abro 


E meet together, my Fellow-C Witts at tl 
Lord's Table, to commemorate the * 

Goo in giving his ſon to ſave loſt ſinners; to 
member the death of Chriſt by which we ;obta 
pardon, peace and eternal life. That our medit 
tions on theſe topicks may be more regular, and mo die 
eaſily recollected, let them take their riſe from d 
account which St. Jon gives us of a kind of 
phecy of Caiaphas, the high prieſt ; that it was | 
ter one man, however innocent and uſefal, * ſhoul 
die for the people, than the whole nation | periſh 
This was the advice of one, who thought him 
a conſummate politician. But. the evangeliſt int 
mates, that being high prieft that year, he by 
impulſe from heaven, delivered his opinion in word 
which were capable of a much higher, and mo 
important ſenſe, than he intended; namely, that Jel 
| ſhould die for that nation, and alſo to gather toy 
ther in one, the children of Gop that were ſcattere 
abroad; Here w'è · are naturally led to conſider ti 
end; bad Chriſt's Pe and death. One Was, 
Ep . 


the! 
ther 
U as 
wh 
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1. To die for the ſous of the world: not only for 

cir benefit, but in their ſtead; for that ſeems to 

e the plain meaning of the words, and it is con- 

med by many other paſſages in the New Teſtament. h 

e came and died to deliver thoſe, who were con- 

emned by the holy law of Gos, and the priſoners 
juſtice, He died to free them from the puniſh- 

ent which they had deſerved, to remove the guilt 

ich they had contracted, to reſtore them to the 

wileges which they had loſt, and bring them to 

0p; to a ſtate of friendſhip and communion with 

in. He died for the Jesviſi nation. His commiſ- 

in firſt took in the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſracl. 

heſ2 he came to ſeek, and to ſave. But not theſe 

ly, for he had other ſheep, not of that fold; who 

d gone aſtray, and were wandering in the paths 

ignorance, error and ſin. For theſe he was alſo 

die. He was appointed to be a light to the 

atiles, and Gop's ſalvation to the ends of the earth,” 

be words intimate, that Chriſt's great errand in 

ming into the world, was to die, and to die as a 

ice. On this the greateſt ſtreſs is every where 

d in the New Teſtament, —— Again, | 

2. HE was to collect and wnite the children of G ob, 

ure ver they were ſcattered, All men indeed are 

e children of Gop. For we have all one Father, 

d one Gop created us. But this expreſſion refers 

all humble penitent ſouls; to all who ſhould, 

che goſpel, be brought to receive Jeſus Chriſt, 

their Saviour and Lord, — Theſe he was to gather 

rer; Gentiles, and Jews, in all diſtant places, 

| ages, For he is a propitiation for the ſins of HY 

whole world, — He was t 1 unite them in a glo- " #0 

rious 


Was, 
7 


> the ſame ordinances; they are aſſiſted ad f 
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Tious and happy ſociety, which ſhould/ be called . i 
his name, and over which he was to preſide, 
their Lord, and head: a ſociety, Which thould 
- lJemnly, and frequently profeſs allegiance and f 
jection to him, and be governed by bim. They 
called God's children, as begotten again, ot 
newed, by his word and Spirit, and adopted i 
his family. They are united in ene. They n 
one church, tho' divided into many diſtinct ſoci 
| Tho” they are of different perſuaſions, and aſe 
| ferent modes, and ſorms, yet they are one 
and honourable ſociety, joined to one i wy 
profeſſing one faith in all the eſſentials r it it. 
have received one baptiſm z they hold comn 


ened by one Spirit; and intended for one ey 
home. Now what influence ought theſe it 
truths to have upon us? 15 
- © UnpouBTEDLY they ſhould a e 
grateſul ſenſe of that love of Gop, which dif 
© him. to form and execute this deſign. The Fathe 
c mercies commiſſioned his only. begotten ſon to 
© down to this world, to inſtruct and guide us; 
eſpecially to die as a ſacriſice for our ſins, — 
* troduce. us into that holy and honourable { 
over which he preſides. I here wa 
event; the grace which gave riſe to it, and the 
dom and love by which the deſign was _ 
and completed. My thoughts are naturally le 
that glory and happineſs, to which it was inte! 
*. to advance me. And it is highly reaſonable 
proper, that I N celebrate This love 
0 taankfulneſs and Je. 40 
E | I ous 
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I 0UGHT "likewiſe to reeollekt, ler, wiſe and 
tracious a ſcheme it was thus to fuehrt all holy 
men into one ſociety. Phe \upoMe obſerveth, that 
* manifeſted his love i in all wiſdom and pru- 
tence ; that in che diſpenſation of the fulneſs of 
tne, he might gather ſegrther in bn all things in 
'brift, both which Are in heaven and upon earth.“ 
This plan conduceth to he* 'honour of 'Chrift, 
whom Gov hath highly exalted" to preſide over the 


trerence; love and "obey him! His death is "the 
grand attractive that draws men to him. His love 
tonſträins them to become members of his body, 
nd his devoted and faithful ſervants.” This ſcheme 


lation of his ſervants. They conſider themſelves 
belonging to a holy fraternity, or brotherhood; 
inited to Chriſt aud each other by à ſatred and 
oſt honourable tie. They conſider themſelves: eon- 
quently, as obliged to promote che honour of their 
lead and lord, and the welfare of all their fellow- 


and Wirtues with the utmoſt care. 
foal Hasr thou not great reaſon, then, o foul, | 
rate Wo be thankful, that thou art gathered into this 


gk, that thou àrt become a child of Gov, 
| with thy chriſtian brethren, members one of 
Abe by faith in | Chriſt eins? My remote 
aceſtors were like thrirs, Gentiles, Heathens: 
thout Gos in the world; ſtrangers to the co- 
nants of e and to the hope of eternal 
lory, . But I am ſet Rr -Gop's children; 


ov © bro gue 


rcovered* and holy part of his creation; which 
hou!d now ſtand in a peculiar relation *ohim; and 


contributes likewiſe to the mutual comfort and dl. 


embers, and to cheriſh d ee all — N 


members have a different faith from us in ſo 
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c brought nigh by the blood of Chriſt, and am 
© come an heir of the heavenly inheritance. -- Ouy 
I not to be thankful . likewiſe, that God hath ; 
* clined me to join in communion with his chu 
© in this ſolemn act, which is peculiar to the re 
gion of Jeſus, and moſt expreſſive of my r 
„to him and to my chriſtian brethren?! Lou 
«© celebrate that mercy, which hath recovered 

from my wandèrings, and brought me near 

6 


Gov. / With a devout and fervent heart, I wa 
« expreh my love to my Gop and my Savio 
and my affection to all my chriſtian brethce 
by this act of communion with Chriſt, and » 
thoſe who are members of the ſame chriſt 
© church; yea, with all that in every. place 0 
our Lord 25705 Chriſt 1 in ncerity,” „ 


Arras PARTAKING. . em a 


We os now, as a ſacred ſociety; as tee t 
dren of Goy, and a holy brotherhood, been | 
ing communion with our Lord and one anoth 
Let me exhort you to behave worthy the relation 
which you ſland; becoming members of the m 
| honourable and excellent ſociety in this lower worl 
even the ſociety of faithful chriſtians in every pl 
and nation. Let us be careful to hold the fi 
to reverence, love and obey him, of whom 
whole: family in heaven and earth is named.'— 
| brotherly love continue. Tho? ſome of our fell 


points, worſhip in different places, and forms, 
partake even of this ordinance in a manner diffe 
from ah in ſome things not ellential to it; let 


vat 
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11 embrace them with chriſtian candour, and love 
| ſerve them as brethren.—Let it be our care 
| 3 in every reſpect worthy the vocation, where- 
ith we are called. We have different ranks in 
it's church, different relations to one another, 
iferent capacities of ſervice. But we ſhould all 
tite in our endeavours to promote the honour of 


1 


that ſociety to which we are related. We ſhould 

ecially conſider one another in this light, as 
3 that we may provoke one another to hs 
jd good works, —Finally, let us direct our views 
the day when all Chriſt's faithful ſervants ſhall 
gathered together in one place, even in his 
avenly palace. They are now, in this ſenſe, ſtill 
ered abroad: and mingled with the wicked. 
my of them are afflicted and diſtreſſed. All of 
em are weak and imperfect. At length they ſhall 
| meet, They ſhall come from the eaſt and weſt, 
th and ſouth, from all nations, and languages. 
hclamation ſhall be made © Gather my ſaints to- 
ther, thoſe who have made a covenant with me.“ 
do will have all his children about him, and 
ile upon them with great and everlaſting com- 
cency, It is a pleaſure to worſhip with a mul- 
ide of thoſe, who are our fellow chriſtians by a 
feral profeſſion, and to pay our joint homage 
our common Father. There is peculiar pleaſure 
this act of worſhip and communion, as we have 
on to hope and believe, that by far the greater 
n, if not all, who join with us, are indeed the 
wed children of Gop, and joint-heirs of a 
led * How * on muſt it 

K be 


r common Lord, and the credit and happineſs 


Lord jeſus Chriſt and our gathering together to hin 
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be to bs 8 to the general aſſembly, an 
church of the firſt- born above; to that great mi 
titude, which no man can number, all holy, 
happy! Let me therefore, in the apoſtle's word 
© beſeech you, Brethren, by the coming of 0 


1b. 


that ye ſtand faſt in the Lord; adorn his docirit 
in all things;* diligently prepare, patiently v. 
for, and chearfully expect, that day, when he fi: 
| preſent the whole ſociety of his redeemed ones 
| his Father, as a glorious church, not having ſp 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.” 


y 


MED 


p14 MEDITATIONS wx 


Dr 


ME DITATI 0 „ 
* 
Drorsztoneur v. -28, 29. 


4d the Lerd. ſaid unto. ne, 1 1 heard the 
voice of the words of t this prople, aohich they heave 
ſpoken unto thee: they have well Jaid all that they 
lave polen. 

) that | there were ſuch an heart in 37 that they | 
would fear me, and heep all my commandments 


aways, that it might be well with thim, ane 
with their children for ever. 


HE great end of goſpel-inflitutions is to pro= 
mote and increaſe holineſs in us. It is neceſ- 
ry that we keep this thought in our minds; as 
will direct us with what views we ſhould attend 

jon them, and what preparation is neceſſary for an 
ptable approach to Gop in them. It will like- 
le aſſiſt us to judge, what improvement we make 
our religious ſervices, and whether they anſwer 
intended end. I hope theſe thoughts poſſeſs 
ur minds, Brethren, when you are approaching | 


ngratulate you on your hearts being duly prepa- 
u, and in their maſter's name, bid you welcome 
it, as gueſts with whom he will be well pleafed, 
bu come, I * with a ſincere deſire to have your 


K 2 good 


ED 


the Lord's Supper, If ſo, your miniſters may 


= 1 8 


ſolemn engagements; what we ſay, when we ente 
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good diſpoſitions ſtrengthened, and your hearts mon 
and more united to Gop and his ſervice. That 
this deſirable end may be anſwered, let me ſet | 
fore you the regard Which Gon ſhowed to 
people Jyrael, when they entered into covenant wit 
him; and what conſequent behaviour: he require, 
and expetted at their hands. After he had deliver 
ed the ten commandments from mount Sinai, the 
Feaelites were ſo much terrified, that they defired 
Mojes might be commiſſioned to ſpeak to them i nh d 
God's name, and they promiſed that they would 
hear and do it. Let us carefully obſerve wha 
God faith to them, when they were in this goo 
mind, and learn our own duty from it. And thi 
Loxp ſaid unto me, Kc.“ From nee we maj 


| . Gov is witneſs to every word lich we utter 

ly to our ſolenin engagements to be his ſe 
vants. I have heard the voice of the words 6 
this people.“ It is our duty always to rememt 
that © there is not a word in our tongue, butt! 
Lord knoweth it altogether.” He not only he: 
it, but remembers it; and in the final judgment 
words will be brought into the account, Th 
our Lord obſerved, * By thy words thou ſhalt 
juſtified, and by thy words thou ſhalt be condémsed 
But Gop taketh particular notice of our wow: at 


1 10 


into covenant with him, Yea he reads our ſecrt 
ſentiments, deſires, and reſolutions, tho' they | 
not uttered by words. I know, faith be, 
things that come into your mind, every one 


inſtance 
them.“ This ſhould be a caution 0 us, that | 


de wou 
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te not raſh to utter any thing before Gow, bt 
«by make us careful to remember what we 
id, or more ſecretly profeſſed and reſolved; when 
e gave up ourſelves to the Lord. For he per- 
ſectly remembers it, and will examine how far our 
ndut hath been agreeable to it, and De oa . 
with it. Let us obſerve further, 

2. Tyoss that ſay, they will hear and 40 1 


ſuch declarations and reſolutions. © They have well 
id, all that they have ſpoken,” The Ijr aelites ex- 
peſſed their deſire to receive commands and direc- 
ons from Gop. They deſired that Mo/er might 
te cheir mediator; from a reverential awe of Gop, 
ind a conviction of their own weakneſs. And they 
preſſed a full determination to do whatever Goo 
ummanded. Theſe were very good words. This 
as a noble determination, and Go himſelf com- 

mends it. He is pleaſed "with the reſolution of 
is ſervants to keep his commands, becadſe it is 
for his own glory, as the righteous governor of 
the world. It tends ko promote the credit aud in- 
tereſt of that religion, Which he hath eſtabliſhed. 
It is likewiſe for the honour and happineſs of thoſe 
who make it; and Gob always taketh- pleaſbre in 
the proſperity of his ſervants. His approbation of 

the Lraclites" reſolution in the circumſtance before 
ts, is his teſtimony to the importance and excelleney 
of a righteous character. He is a true and! perfet 
judge of all real worth, and never comments any 
thing but what is truly commendable... it is an 


he would * his eompligenoy.: in their reſola- 
K $1 | tions, 


Gov commandeth, /ay well; and he is pleaſed with 


inſtance alſo of kis eondeſcenſion and grace, that 55 


and keep his commandments. A holy filial | 


| + which perſevering obedience to his commands 


9. 34 
colutio 
hedienc 
ir, an 
me of 
while 
our o 
tions 
Jur ha 
ords 1 
a ijt 
ie con 
nto the 
ternall: 
Ax D 
t the 
ur cov 
mage « 
j unt. 


10 8ACRAMENTAL 5. 

tions, and appear pleaſed with their good 
| nings ; while yet, humanly ſpeaking, it was 
tain whether they would fulfil aged engag 
Let us remark further, 

3. Tre great Gop wiſhes hay they hs: m 
good reſolutions would 4eep tlem. O that th 
were ſuch an heart in them!“ An heart to fear 


of Gop. is the principle, the only principle, 


flow. Good. promiſes and reſolutions are well, 
far as they go; but they are not enough. 
expects and demands that theſe be executed 
fulfilled. The expreſſion implies how deſirous he 
of the ſalvation of men. He wiſhes they wo 
be perſeveringly good, He longs to ſee them 
We may naturally conclude, from; hence, that nothi 
{hall be wanting on his part to make them 


that no neceſſary aſſiſtance ſhall be vithheld, ſee 
us once more obſerve, a ſion, 
4+ Ir would be happy for the profeſſors of dhall x 
ligion, if they would abide by their good reſoluti G0D 
and act corfiftently. It would be awell avith then care, 
there were always ſuch an heart in them as th pecta 
is at thoſe ſolemn ſeaſons, when they giye f court 
themſelves to God, and - promiſe and engage unſa) 
keep his commandments: If there were a peri #nd | 
conſiſtency between their ſacramental engagemenſſ on v 
and their whole behaviour. The expreſſion pla whic 
intimates, that it is never well, truly well, w cad 
mankind, till they keep G O D's communelnentes bor 
they keep all his commandments; yea, till ou 
"the 


r them * — is what Gop expects. Gc 
| reſolutio 


* 
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W-olutions without a conſiſtent, ſincere, perſevering 
edience, will not be accepted. Men may promiſe 
r, and ſolemnly engage; yea they may keep 
me of Gop's commandments, or all of them for 
while ; yet it may be = with them. at laſt. But , 


tions and engagements, it will be well. with us. 
r happineſs will be enſured. It will, as theſe 
rde intimate, entail a bleſſing on our children. 
ea it will be well with us for ever. For this is 
ie command of Gop to his miniſters, © Say ye 
nto the righteous, it ſhall be well with him ;* finally, 
ternally well, whatever he loſeth or ſuffereth here. 
Axpo now to apply theſe thoughts to ourſelyes. 
t the Lord's Table we acknowledge and renew 
ur covenant-engagements to the Loxp. The lan- 
nage of that action is, all that the Lord ſhall 
/ unto us, we will hear and do.“ Goo is pleaſed 
v ſee his ſervants aſſemble to make ſuch a pro- 
ſion, and he approves of their pious reſolutions, 
dall not our hearts ſay, © Adored be my gracious | 
CoD for ſuch condeſcenſion? But let me take 
care, that I do not diſappoint his reaſonable ex- 
pectations concerning me; and in the future 
> WF courſe of my life, like the treacherous 1/raelites, 
ze unſay what I here ſay with ſo muck” ſeriouſneſs, 
(FF and ſolemnity. To prevent this, I would deliberate 
en on what I am about; attend to thoſe motives, 
ai which this tranſaction ſuggeſteth to make me 


ff fcadfaſt; namely, the amazing love and grace of 
WM Gov, and of the Redeemer, to me and my ſinful 
race. And I would daily and fervently addreſs 

30 . throne of grace, that Gop would * give me 

| K 3 2a heart 


10 


our obedience be agreeable to our covenant-reſo- 
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©; keart to fear him, and keep | his -commen 
F — always, that it may de well ry me & 
0 ever. | 1 


19. 3. 
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as 15 Have ſworn, faith David, and I will perfor 
it, that I will keep thy righteous judgment 
( (Pfalm cxix. 106.) Thus the pious pfalmiſt reflede 
upon what he had done. He had ferionſly co 


ſidered the nature of religion. He was convince ling 
of the reaſonableneſs of it. He entirely approve And 
tte practice of it in all its branches. He reſohef ally e 
to practiſe it. And in order to engage | him to pe 
more firmly to it, and to prevent his being le me tc 
away by any temptations, he had confirmed his wii the ci 


ſolutions by a ſolemn oath in the prefence of Gos 
the ſearcher of hearts, © All this I in effect ha 
© been doing. I have been again taking an oth « 
© allepiance to Gop, our fupreme fovereign, 
binding my ſoul to be faithful to my duy 
* puntual and reſolute in obeying all his com 
* mands, and ſubmiſſive to all his appointments 
© and his diſpenſations towards me.——As to wha 
© is yet before me, let me determine, with Davil 
© to perform what I have ſworn, and never aft 
? falſe, treacherous and deceitful | part. I refoln 
to ſhow myſelf an hone? man; a title which com 
© prehends much more than the generality mea! 
© by the uſe of it. I reſolve to be faithful 
God, as well as to man, and to my own con 
© ſcience and ſacred engagements. In this view, | 
would often think of my vows: how reaſonable 


L how important, how uſeful they are. I woule 
| | c remember 
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remember that Gop hath heard all that I have 


uttered, or purpoſed in my mind; that he | hath 
recorded it in the book of his remembrance; and 


obſerves how I keep my reſolutions. I would 
be daily humbled before Gov, that I have not 
been more ſteadfaſt in my covenant, more exact 


in my obedience and more entirely devoted to 
his ſervice. 1 renew a. believing application to 


the throne of grace, thro* the blood of ſprink- 
ling and the interoeſſion of our high prieſt. 
And finally, I would daily pray for, and continu- 
ally depend upon, the influences of the Spirit, 
to perfect every good work in me, and enz 
ne to be faithful en ane 1 er 
the crown Fin ns 1570.18 10 
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; W _ eateth my „ Kad. and "rinks my Food, hat) 
_ eternal Jife, and JI will raiſe him up at the lu 
day. — For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my ble 
is drink. indeed, 


Congratulate you, my chriſtian Peony on thi 
proſpect of another approach to the Lord's Table 

I hope you will feel your hearts glowing with gr 
titude and love to your Saviour, and a defire t 
obtain aſſiſtance and ſtrength to © walk worthy « 
the Lord, who hath called you to his kingdom an 


tendance edifying, I would direct your thoughts 1 
theſe inſtructive and comfortable words of our di 
vine maſter, where he tells us, what is neceſſary i 
order to our being raiſed up at the laſt day, an 
advanced to the dignity. and felicity of his heaven 

kingdom. Here we may obſerve—a du 2 
Land the happineſs connected with it. 

1. LET us attend to the duty enjoined, And tha 
is, eating the fleſh, and drinking the blood of Chrif 
I need not take up many of your precious moment 
in Thowing you, how abſurd it would be to unde 
ſtand theſe words literally; and how groundleſs th 
doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is, which the Papilt 
draw from them: namely, that upon conſecratic 


at 


159. 35 MEDITATIONS. _ 
by the prieſt, the bread and wine are changed into 


ge real body and blood of Chriſt. This is not 


aby abſurd in itſelf, and contrary both to our ſen- 


es and underſtandings; but Chriſt himſelf cautions 


vs againſt ſuch an idea, when he ſaith, (v. 63.) 
The words that J ſpeak to you, they are /pirit 
nd they are 1. Ve. That is, they have à ſpiritual, 


of your ſouls, depend upon a due regard to them. 
This figurative language undoubtedly means beliey- 


ſupport of the ſpiritual life; living upon him by 


of Gop. It implies a perſuaſion, that the life of 
cor ſouls depends on“ his ſacrifice and the communi- 
atWMcations of his grace; and an earneſt deſire of thoſe 
bleſſings which he hath purchaſed for us, by giving 


lis fleſh to be broken and his blood to be ſhed for 


dur ſakes. You will obſerve that this is ſpoken of 


of our minds to truſt in Chriſt Jeſus for a ſupply of 
all our ſpiritual wants, as we are daily obliged to 


animal life. His fleſh, he tells us, is aveat indeed, and 


brink, The life and vigour of our ſouls, as neceſ- 


as that of the body doth upon receiving proper food. 


igurative meaning; and your chriſtian life, the life 


ng in him, habitually regarding him as the great 
ith, as our bodies do upon what we eat and drink. 
lt ſigoifies depending upon his atonement, truſting 


in the virtue and merit of his ſacrifice, and, as the 
poltle expreſſeth it, living by the faith of the Son 


35 a continued act. It is to be the prevailing temper 


have recourſe to food and drink for the ſupport of the 


— 
— 


his blood drink indeed; that is, the moſt excellent 
food ; that which beſt deſerves the name of meat and 


arily depend on the lively exerciſes of faith in him, 


A principle of faith in Chriſt, the conſtant exerciſe - 
K6 e 


* — 
— to eager — — — — — — - W — D —_ — — An En tes 
— — — 5 — 5 — — — — — wo. 8 
— — 1 — ——— a — heb - = +> r PRES - 
= 2 I _—_— — — > 2 r — hes _— IO IS "LD =_ 
. b l 8 rn n Wy > — * I — — ee eee . — — 
. Q — — —— — — — — —— 
OI rn nn — ; TO OI ooo Pg Oren one % 
> _ ay _ „„ 1 CA - 
— — —„ CCS RS SEED — 7 — - 
eee meme u—n—caarrcnnnnc 


— 2 . ——_ = x 4 Oe. - — 
— — —ãũ— . — — 


: 

7 

} 

1 

1 
1 
( 
= 
2) 
7 
7 
1 
4 
1 
, + 


—— „ „%„? — owe oo 
= 


— — — - —_— 
F en 2 yy 


— FAO A0P-ILES dan 
If, 
E * K boa ms 4. 


— 1 1 3 
— — mr ren Eh ene eh to bebe ee —— 
_ S 87 — — 4 —— * 
. ER — ä ä — 
_ 


— — ae we + nm * 
— — — — 1 — o 


8 = = > : 3 RH 
= | 2 I | 
— — —— — 3 — — — —— — — => 
l _ 2 — 
| ( 5 TT" N — : 
_ —- — 2 — * 4 = _ 


175 a privilege this is.— For inſtance, it brings the ſou 
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of this grace, nouriſheth the ſoul, giveth vigour ere, u 
its faculties, firmneſs to its reſolutions, and enableil erer ki 
it to grow in holineſs. Without this, he tells und rejc 
(v. 53.) we have no life in us; no principle of ſpiWive, a. 
ritual life, no right to eternal life. But, it w 
2. GREAT is the happinęſi reſulting from this faith ering 

which is the other thing ſuggeſted in the words beffedion. 
fore us. And let us carefully obſerve, how noble ani! 
ures ſp 
d Jive 
ill be 
th the 
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into a flate of union with Chriſt. So he ſaith (v. 56, 
he that eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood 
Zavelleth in me and I in him. There is an intimat 
_ conſtant union between Chriſt, and true believer 
a union of affection and of intereſt. The believe 
fixeth his dependance upon Chrift, and is zealous i 
his ſervice and for his honour. Chriſt commun 
cates to him all the bleſſings which he hath to be 
ſow ; all which his intereſt in the Fathex can 
cure.— Further, Chriſt ſupports the divine life in u 
foul. So he faith (v. 57.) he that eateth me, 
live by me. His ſoul ſhall be healthy, vigorous an 


active. Every virtue ſhall be thriving and ſtrengi elievin 
ening in it. But this is not all. Our Lord faith a m. 
the believer hath eternal life. He hath it already nfrm 

| the beginning and the earneſt of it, and he ſhall d a 
length be affuredly brought to the full polleſion o to it 
it. It is a happineſs, which ſhall laſt, not for a fei the p 
days or months or years or ages, but thro' eternity mer; 
Our Lord adds, and I will rai/e him wp. at of bis fi 
laft day. Theſe bodies of ours, that are ſoon more 

| receive that bread and wine, which repreſent tf a5 th 
body and blood of Chriſt, will ſoon die and bt wo 
laid in the duſt, They will conſume and peril the n 


there 
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here, undiſtinguiſhed from the bodies of thoſe, who 
er knew a Redeemer, and of thoſe who deſpiſed 
d rejected him. Yet even then, the ſoul ſhall be 
ive, active, glorious and happy. It ſhall look down, 
it were, without terror or forrow, on the moul- 
ering clay; aſſuredly expecting a triumphant reſur- 
lion. We may therefore apply to ourſelves all 
e animating, delightful things, which the ſeri | 


ures ſpeak concerning the reſurrection of the faints, ; 


d live and die in full aſſurance of faith, that they 


ill be accompliſhed in us and for us. It encrea- 


th the pleaſure of the proſpect, that Chriſt, by his 
i power, ſhall effect the wonderful change, 
d ug to the appointed manſions, and communicate | 
us the joys of his heavenly kingdom. 
Tao” the words we have been illuſtrating, 4 | 
ot indeed relate to the Lord's Supper, but to the 
xKirine of Chriſt in general and the bleflings of 
he chriſtian covenant, yet that ordinance is adapted, 
nd was in part deſigned, to impreſs theſe thoughts 
pon our minds. It was intended to lead us to ſuch | 


clieving regards to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and, 


; 2 memorial of the ſeal of the new covenant, to 
onfirm our expedtation of a glorious reſurrettion 
d a bleſſed immortality. —* I would approach 
to it (let every chriſtian ſay) with a lively faith in 
the power, faithfulneſs and mercy of the Redee- 
mer; with a longing appetite, to receive out of 
his fulneſs grace upon grace. I deſire to manifeſt 
more conſtant, humble, grateful regards to him, 
as the fountain and ſupport of the ſpiritual life, 
| would renew my fincere reſolutions, to uſe all 


the members of "BY "_ and SO” all the fa= 


« cultics 


| fity of eating of this bread, murmured at him, and 
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8 caltei of my ſoul in his ſervice. 1 would de 


© this, in a manner becoming one, who is bough ns 


with an invaluable price, and hath a chearful hope 

that both parts of my nature will at length Mou b 
« glorified by Chriſt and with him, in his heaven 
3 kingdom... Ge e ay to 


5 


ys in 
at ho 
luce, c 
x our 
; con 
faith. 


ArTeR PARTAKING. 


 __ Wren our Lord had been deſcribing himſelf 
the true manna, the bread of Gop, which cam 
down from heaven, and giveth life to the world 
ſome of his well- diſpoſed hearers ſaid, Lord, ever 
more give us this bread. (v. 35.) Such 1 hope, is th 
| language of our ſouls, after we have been joining 
in this ſervice; feeding, as it were, by faith o 
Chriſt, and receiving ſpiritual nouriſhment from hi 
' ordinances and his Spirit. Having taſted that th 
Lord is gracious, let us deſire the ſincere milk o 
the word and daily have recourſe to this ſpiritu: 
food, that we may grow thereby. Some of th 
diſciples of Chriſt, when, they heard him defſcrit 
himſelf as the bread of life, and inſiſt on the neceſ 


ſ ?, wh 
erily 1 
erlaſt 


any 


v. 51. 


ſaid, This is a hard ſaying, who can hear it 
(v. 60.) Yea, many of them went back and walk 
ed no more with him.” (v. 66.) I cannot 
poſe any of you to be ſo ignorant of the naty 
and deſign of the goſpel, or the meaning and val 
importance of our Lord's remark ; or ſo little oli 


citous about the advancement of the ſpiritual lif 
in your ſouls, as either to forſake him, or cavil a 
his inſtruQtive and encouraging words, or even t 
forget them. Were the queſtion to be put to you 

 whicl 


8Þ. 35 


may?” I am perſuaded you would anſwer in the 


hou haſt the words of eternal life.” No other 
her can point out to us the true, the ſure, 
ay to eternal life. No other can lead and keep 


ace, can render us meet for eternal life. Let this 
our reſolution, never to forſake him. And let 


lith. For our Lord declareth, and I leave his 


erlaſting life. (v. 47.) I am the living bread, 


v. 51. - 


hich Jeſus put to the twelve, Will ye alſo go 


guage of St. Peter, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? 


w in that way. Nothing but faith in him, and 
at holy converſation which a true faith will pro- 
s continually pray, that Gop would increaſe our 
ords with you, as the moſt important and intereſt- 
ny, which you can remember and act upon, Verily, 


erily I fay unto you, he that believeth on me hath 


any man eat of this bread, he ſhall live for i 
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ger of deſtruction.— There we ſee. the method of cure 
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fit OL 

rely i 

MEDITATION *I. Ke 1 

85 1 PRTER ii. 24. | Non © 

+ YO By whe fripes ye were leaked. 5 1 5 
1. is s obſervable, that fin 1s frequently repreſen F ges 

to us in ſcripture, as, an evil diſeaſe; as thi lievin 
ſickneſs of the ſoul, which perverts its faculties, de Chr 
ſtroys its comfort and uſefulneſs, and, "unleſs it b more 
healed and removed, will end in its everlaſting death and 
But divine wiſdom, and love have appointed a method the n 
of recovery; even the ſufferings, and death of ou Pts 


- Lord. Jeſus Chriſt. A ſerious believing regard 1 
what he endured for our ſakes and to take away (in ; 
is adapted to heal the diſtempers of our ſouls. This" diſc 
is the idea that St. Peter giveth us in the worde he⸗ 
now before us. It is natural to infer from thence "'e] 
that the Lord's Supper muſt be a very uſeful ordi* are 
| nance, and contribute greatly to the health and 
edification of our ſouls z- to promote and maintain eber 
their vigour and aftivity.—PFor there we ſee, in 
very affecting manner, what injury ſin hath done 
to the human nature; to what a low, ſickly ſtate 
it is reduced from that in which it originally was. 
It ſuggeſts to us, that all mankind are more or leſ 
affected with this moral diſorder, and are in dan 


pointed out; even the /ripes and other ſufferings olÞnainin 


Chriſt, 


115. 36 MEDITATIONS, 209 
Chriſt. By viewing and partaking of thoſe elements, 
ir thoughts are directed to, and fixed upon, che 
xdy of Chriſt, which was broken, and upon his 
bod which was ſhed, for our fins. Thoſe! ſigus 
it our faith and meditation, and ſerve to give us 
rely ideas of our diſeaſe and our remedy. We view 
hoſe . _—_— the Redeemer ſaffered when 
pon earth, led to conſider them as the 
of our . we view the repreſentation or - - 
at blood: which ſealed the new covenant; which 
ges and ſanctifies every foul, that manifeſts a 
ieving regard to it, and dependeth upon it. We 
x Chriſt. dying, that we might have life, and have 
mord abundantly: that being reſtored to ſpiritual 
and health, we might enjoy ourſelves, ſerve God 
the regular exercife of all our rational faculties, 
u might live for ever. At that ordinance, we 
ber and ſhow forth the death of Chriſt, which 
ings 2 nobler, better aud more complete cure to 
r diſordered ſouls, than all the preſcriptions of 
de heathen philoſophers or jewiſh doctors. That 
vntemplation of a Redeemer's ſufferings, to which 
e are there naturally led, muſt give every devout 
nd much encouragement and pleaſure. ' To re- 
ember benefits received and deyoatly to acknows 


ige them; tb trace the ſeveral ſteps by which our 


demption was accompliſhed with ſerious attention 
d gratitude of ſoul, muſt afford great delight to 
ry generous, pious chriſtian.—Beſides this, the 

ntemplation of Chriſt's ſufferings hath an evident 
ndency to promote the health of our ſouls; to 
creaſe their holineſs, to mortify and weaken their 
naining corruptions and inclinations to that which 
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dl doubts and fears, with which my mind hath 
res I been often exerciſed and diſtreſſed. When I have 
been going | backward in religion, and felt the 
ymptoms of ſpiritual decay, I have found my 
heart rouſed to ſhake off my floth, to ſearch and 
try my ways, and preſs forward with greater zeal 
nei and reſolution towards the prize. of the high cal- 
ling. I have been humbled for my folly and 
negligence ;. encouraged to renew the exerciſes of 


riff Jer GOD. I have been led and excited to walk 
more worthy . the holy calling, wherewith I am 


able favours I have received, and the eternal 


jet, alas, find much weakneſs in, my graces; 
nuch unſteadineſs in my reſolutions. 1 have not 
attained that health and vigour. of ſoul, which 
night have been expected from my religious ad- 
rantages, and which would have been ſo com- 
fortable to myſelf, and ſo honourable to my pro- 
ſeſion. But the divine phyſician can heal theſe 
remaining diſorders. And this is one of * 
de methods which he preſeribes for that purpoſe. I 


eld diligently and thankfully uſe the means, 
and wait upon him for his bleſſing to attend : 


ls WF them. I am now approaching his table, to have 
II heart again, and more deeply, impreſſed. with 
! ſenſe of the evil of fin, and the miſery it pro- 
J duceth; and of the love of Chriſt in giving him- 
elf a ranſom, that I might behave as the devoted 
hall faithful ſervant of Gov. May I by this ſervice, 
P have wy, dread of ſin ee May I grow more 


| © holy | 


3 


repentance and faith, and enabled to follow hard 


blefings, which I am encouraged to expect. 1 


— 


called; and to behave more ſuitably to the inra- 


1 
1 
I 
1 
. 
1 
1 
1. 
| 
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0 holy, and more active in the chriſtian liſe l, My 
e teſolute in avoiding and reſiſting: temptation, -a 

better prepared for the world ik, n 
Y, * taflingrheatth, #4 905 and joy Amen.“ 


12. 1 40 z 11 11 \.; + hy; 
Arras FARTAKING»,,, 


| | an” b 
1 HOPE hs believe, my* Brethren,” that I's m 
arias you as being, in the main, and in d 
beſt ſenſe of the word, well: that your bi, proſpt 
and are in health. (3 John 2:)—T hope, that durin 
this ſervice, you have found your hearts filled vit 
ſuch hatred of ſin, and ſuch love to Chriſt and 
| holineſs; ſuch earneſl defires of greater degrees 
purity and' benevolence; ſuch reſolutions to be mo 
| Neadfaſt, exemplary and uſeful, as are evident ſyny 
tomy, that your ſouls are upon the whole, © in a gou 
fate. Thie claims your Higheſt praiſe to tlie Go 
'of your falvation. "Thankfully "adore the grad 
Which hath wrought”'the cure. What ean be 5 
ungrateful and Vaſe, than to forget your -obligatior 
to him, whom Moſes calls, the Lord: that healeth tht 
© Were there not ten lepers cleanſed,” ſaith Chf 
but where are the nine? There was bot one fou 
to give glory to Gop' for ſo fignal a cure. 
the leprofy of ſin is rooted out of your hearts, 
it your care to glorify GOD With your lips and b 


your lives. Let me further addreſs yon, 'as 0 he 
Lord did the i tent man at the pool of "Bethel . 
whom he had 7 {Job v. 14.) © Behofd' tho Tag 
art made whole; 4. no more, leſt a worſe thing con * 
unto thee.” | always upon your guard again 1 4. 


relapfing ' 2 fin, You know, and muſt allo 
that You are in continual ** And were . 


& 


ich the greater.— Therefore, be not high-minded 


rice and for the honour of your great deliverer; 


lent love, your faithful, active, zealous ſervices. 
d ſurely he deſerves them all. Conſider ſeriouſly 


nity of this kind. And I fear you will find much 


for, and to remember with pleaſure... If Gop 
reth you to another ſacramental ſeaſon, what will 


d glory? hope your hearts are. never without 


le ſeriouſly, and ſet about the execution of them 


alth of your ſouls, weakens your comfort and 
pe, and will leſſen your future glory. Let me 
nind you further, that death is at hand. Theſe 


mortal. They muſt die. They may ſoon die. 
den he who hath the keys of death, cometh to 


| uſeful! Then you will by no means regret, 


ed . which n en it. 


v. 36. N E HET ADION S. 313 
| ſuppoſe the contrary, your danger would be fo 


fear. Employ all your ſpiritual health in the 


4 thus it will be increaſed, He claims your 


hat you have done for Chriſt, ſince the laſt oppor- 
he humbled for; and 1 hope much to be thank- 
u in the mean time be doing for him? What are 
u prop poling and contriving to do for his intereſt 
ne intentions and projects of this kind. Conſider 


mediately. Every day, in which you do no good, - 
get no good, is a loſt day. It impairs the 


dies of ours, however healthy and vigorous now, 
mon you hence, may he find you in full ſpiri- : 
health and vigour z eminently fruitful, exemplary 
it ſome, yea many years taken from that length 


human life, which you might, in the courſe of 
ture, have expected, are added to 2 glorious and 
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What Gop hath done, and will do for us by « 


tries, —and conferring benefits. 
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MEDITATION **. 


2 SAMURL 1 vii. 19. 
Aud is this the manner Y man, 2 Lord 0 OD 


H Is is the language of high admiration 1 

great aſtoniſhment. It was uſed by Dau 

after he had acknowledged the condeſcenſion 
goodneſs of Gov, in bringing him to the thro 
of Iſrael, and in promiſing many and long-cont 
nued bleſiings to his family, * As if it was but 
ſmall thing in thy fight, O Lord Gov, that thi 
| haſt brought me hitherto, thou haft ſpoken alſo 
thy ſervant's houſe for a great while to ec 
And then he adds, Js this the manner of may 
| Lord GOD? It may be uſeful to us, in our 
tendance on the Lord's Supper, to refle& on 
great difference between what- men, yea the great a 
princes, can do in a way of favour and mercy, 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, — particularly in forgiving. nj 


1. Ir is not the manner of men to forgive 4 Bg 
and frequent injuries and affronts, They are oble | 
ſoon provoked, and ſometimes incenſed; and 1 Ourab! 
ſoon nor eaſily reconciled. They often retain Hir * 

remembrance of inj uries, which they profeſs to e ho! 


forgiven ; 3 and it is | Gifficult to "ing them- to a 
| | So frier 


9.37 


arce forgive a ſecond, and ſtill keep the traitor 
ar him. But our Gop is rich in mercy. Tho? he. 
the offended party, he makes the {firſt overtures of 


be gracious, and multiplies to pardon. 


n as Goo doth. They have no ſuch inexhauf - 


legt, of being his children. Princes may beſtow 


„ Chriſtians, give up your preſent comfort and 


tched, as was the caſe with Hamann. His ſtation 


in, But the Lord will give ſtrength to his peo- 
; bleſs them with peace, and confirm them to 


confined to-a few. But Gon can evrich, and 


e honourable and ry than if he were 2 
on 7 


MEDITATIONS. LOSS 


1dſhip and to manifeſt the genuine evidences of 
If a prince forgiveth one act of treaſon, he will 


onciliation, bears with many provocatons, walls) t 
2. Nox is it the manner of men to confer fack- | 


le ſtores and treaſures, out of which to draw their 
fits, What is it that princes can beſtow upon their 
teſt favourites, compared with the gifts of Gop? 
hey confer honours and titles: a meer empty 
nd! Gop gives us the real honour, the glorious 


d, filver, jewels, palaces, eſtates. But would 


"eſt in the divine favour, for any of theſe? The 
teſt fayourite of a prince may bs peculiarly . 


ſlippery and he may ſoon fall into diſgrace and | 


yy The favourite of a prince muſt die, and 
maſter, with all his wealth and power, cannot 
e him: but when fleſh and heart faileth, Gon 
the frength of his ſervants, and their portion for 
The favours of men, even of princes, muſk 


Woble thouſands and millions. Each ſhall be as 
ourable, and happy» according ta his capacity, 
if he were the only favourite, Nay he ſhall be - 


115 


: thoughts are above ours, is the method in which h 


be gave his only begotten Son, that whoſddrerl 


dom, and his boundleſs capacity of conferring gc 
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only one. For Gop,' among his other e py 
teth into the hearts of his children | ſuch cord; 
love to their brethren, that the happineſs. of erg 
one of them, is to each as his own. This is wide 
different from the temper and manner of n 
God will give them all things needful, good, a1 
uſeful, He hath enough for each, enough for 4 
and will ſupply all their auants out of his" riche 
glory by Jeſus Chrift,—But what chiefly enhancer 
the divine favours, and ſhows that Goy's ways a 


AD. 3 
I Cor, 
wut re: 


xe bit 


benefits are beſtowed, The manner is as wont 
ful, as the favours "themſelves. They are rin 
with Chriſt and by him. He firſt delivered up | 
own ſon for us. And is this the manner of m 
O Lord Gop ?* Do they facrifice the lives of 
children for rebels? © Gop'ſo' loved the world, 


: lieveth in him [ſhould not periſh, but have 
laſting life.“ His gifts are great beyond expreſli 
beyond conception. If the royal ſtate of his * p 


might abate our ſenſe of the worth of his 142 
(which it ought not to do) the way in which he h 
choſen to confer them, renders them immenſe 
invaluable, It was deing, if I may fo expreſs will y 
all that a Gop could do, whoſe infinite perfetia 

rendered him incapable of ſuffering himſelf. R 
ther than we ſhould periſh, he appointed his e 
ſon to die; the moſt glorious and exalted Being 
the univerſe; excepting always, as the apoſtle Pa 
directs us, kim; who gave him this glory, hath thi 
—_— 2 him, and put all things under 5 

| (1 
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; Cor, xv. 27.) Gop's own Son ſpared not himſelf, 
ut readily came on this gracious deſign ; ; drank 
e bitter cup of aMlition and death, that we might 
we, live to Gop, and drink of fulneſs of joy and 
leaſures for evermore, The heir of heaven is 
ren 2 ranſom for worms. The Son of Gov" is 
pointed the Redeemer of mean and ſinful men. | 
This is a miracle of mercy, the wonder of angels, 
id will be the admiration of eternity. Our re- 
emption is not the manner of men. 

Ar the Lord's Table we ſee theſe grand Gm 
ned upon us. View, my ſoul, with wonder, love, - 
and praiſe, the Son of God delivered up for ſinners, 
See his body broken and his blood ſhed; when 
God, inſtead of ſparing him, was pleaſed to 
bruiſe him and put him to grief. Conſider at- 
tentively the ſolemn ſeal and confirmation of that 


ible for time and eternity are promiſed and en- 
ſured to thee. View this proviſion of divine love, 
this atteſtation of divine mercy,, and the pro- 
niſe of eternal life, with the utmoſt attention. Re- 
ceive them with the warmeſt gratitude ; and in- 
dulge a lively faith, and a chearful hope, that 
he wha hath herein dealt wonderouſly with” thee, 
vill withhold. no good thing from thee,” 


covenant, in which all things defirable and valu- 


AFTER PARTAXING, 


Warn David had devoutly acknowledged the 
ry kind and unparallelled manner, in which Goo 
d conferred ſuch extraordinary favours upon him 
d his houſe, and given him ſuch gracious pro- 
les, ſaying, © Is this ; the manner of men, O 

Lord 


1 
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Lord Gov?” he adds, * And what can David |; 
. more unto thee? for thou, O COD, eee: 
| aaa As much as to ſay,” * Lord, it is im 


a «a «a «a 2 CO 


; my _ and my. ſpirit mary are ey; 


© ſentiments and diſpoſitions, and with view 
© heart cleave to the Lord. May he evermo 
keep it upon the thoughts of my heart, that 
. © am one of his redeemed people, his ſervant, | 


10. 36 


© poſlible for any words to expreſs the gratitude ar 
© affetion, which I feel in my heart towards the 


.. © :for theſe" thy diſtinguiſhing and uncommon m 2 
© cies. I am loſt in wonder and joy. But th 
* knoweſt thy ſervant: thou ſeeſt every ſentime 
© and deſire of my heart, and obſerveſt the finceridi, you 
' © and ardour of my devotion, when I want was 50. 
. to expreſs it. — I hope, that I likewiſe can one. 
© pea] to the ſearcher of hearts, that I am deep :he / 
© ſenſible of the value of his benefits, truly gratefi %%, 
for them; that 1 have received this evidence ( I. 
his love, and this pledge of eternal life, wit i 
thankfulneſs and joy. I truſt, that I have gin fl 
up myſelf” to him with unfeigned, determing ta 


reſolution to walk before him in holineſs 
righteouſneſs all the days of my life. What 
mains then, but that I carefully cheriſh. 


« property; and obliged by every conſideration 
Fad fe duty and intereſt, to glorify him 


MED 
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| 
| 
4 
m 


- 


IN 


MEDITATION. XXXVIIL | 


Colossians i i. 21, 22. . 


{ you that were ſometime - ee and; enemies 
in your mind by wicked works, 2 now hath he 
ranciled, 127 
the body of his * fk thre 451. 10 | a you 
holy, and unblamcable, and r ge. in 1 
ar. FA | 


| HESE wands: foggett to -us e ate 
tant truths, which are peculiarly 2 and 
vaching to the Lord's Table; where we aſſemble to 
nmemorate the body of Chriſt which - was broker 
us, and his blood which was ſhed for many for 
remiſſion of ſins; and to ſhow forth his death, 
which we owe our hopes of pardon, peace with 
do, and eternal life. For here we have—the 
which the apoſtle gives the chriſtians at Co/o/e 
their former wretched ſtate the happy change 
at was made in it—the means by which this 
nge was brought about—and. the great and. 


ole tranſaction. Let us meditate, 
1, On their former ſtate. They were e | 
nated, and enemies in their mind by wicked worki. 
us was their on as 9 and ſianers. And 


E D it 


ul for us to meditate upon, when we are ap- 


rious end which Chriſt had in view in ny . 5 
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it is equally true of all unconverted ſinners, wh; 
ever profeſſion they make of the religion of Jef 
| They are alienated, that is, from Goo, from |} 
. ſervice, or, as the apoſtle elſewhere expreſſeth 

from the life of GOD, or a divine life. They: 

in a great meaſure ſtrangers to his nature and p 
fections; have no clear, rational ideas of them. J 


ID. 31 
zen c 
Ine) \ 
leas' Ol 
we hit 


niable 


leaſt, they have no pleaſure in converſing with hi the 
by meditation and prayer, or in thinking of hin; th 
Every act and exerciſe of the mind, which hal e in 


Gow for its object, is diſagreeable to them. The 
thoughts and affections are ſet on other things, 
He adds, they were enemies in their mind by wick 
eworks, They were not only alienated from hinicreſt 
ated as if they had no connection with him, afſicviſe 
no dependance upon him, and were under 30 0 
ligations to him; but they were. enemies to hit 
For the carnal mind is enmity again GOD. Th 
in effect hated him. This apoſtle ſpeaks of t 


heathen in general as haters of GOD, (Rom. i. 3 Md tha 
They wiſhed that there were no ſuch being; WF ii: | 
that he was not perfectly pure and holy, Thi pie 
hated him as a law-giver and a judge. Nalerin, 
wicked men ſhow this averſion to Gop by th rarfu! 
works. They act in direct contradiction to his hon be 
nature, will and commands. We can conceive ue 
diſpoſition more unreaſonable, vile and ſinfal, e mig 
no ſtate more wretched and avon than ta tract 
Let us conſider, | uon, 
2. Tus happy change made i in their ſtate. 7 u. C 
were reconciled, Upon receiving the goſpel, theme 
enmity was deſtroyed. The falſe ideas they MW his 
of Soo, and the — of heart which | 


Irs, h 
| the | 
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hem to keep at a diſtance from him, were e changed, | 
They were brought to entertain juſt and honourable 
{as of him; to think of him with pleaſure; to 
ne him with all their hearts, as the beſt and moſt 
niable of beings; to eſteem his ſervice reaſone 


ble, excellent and honourable, and to delight in 


They returned to their duty and allegiance, 


u their works became good in his fight. Upon 


is, they became the friends of Gop; took plea- 
kre in his felicity, were concerned for his honour, 
id devoted themſelves entirely to his ſervice. Gop 
came their friend and father; took pleaſure in ; 


dem; delighted in their ſervices, and graciouſly _ 


tereſtel himſelf in all their concerns. They were 
ewiſe brought into his church, reconciled to his 
wple, and united in the bonds of chriſtian fel- 
whip and love. So great an alteration was made 
their temper and ſtate! Obſerve, | | 
+ Taz means by which this change was effected 5 
d that was by the death of Chriſt, Ia the body 
f his fleſh thro* death that body of fleſh, which he 
u pleaſed to aſſume, that he might be capable of 
fering, and in which he actually ſuffered. He 
kearfully laid down his life to promote reconcilia- 
on between Gop and man; or, in the language 
| the apoſtle, he died the juſt for the unjuſt, that 
t might bring us to GOD. He removed thoſe 
rations that were in the way of our reconci- 
tion, by offering himſelf up as a ſacrifice ſor our 
u. Gop graciouſly provided and accepted this 
vnement, and receives penitent believing ſinners 
| his favour. In conſequence of | Chriſt's ſuffer» 
ts, he is es ar to Nen the influ· 
L 3 e ences 


a Holy 
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| ences of the Holy Spirit, by which this great cha 
is made in- the heart. So that they, who we 
once afar off, 'are brought nigh by his blood, 
conciled to Gov, and become his pong 
friends. Let us finally attend, 0 
4. To the great end which he had in view 
all this. To preſent you holy, and unblameabli, 
wnreproveable in his fight, This may in part re 
to that ſtate of holineſs, into which converted fi 
ners are brought. They become a peculiar peoy 
holy to the Lord, zealous of good works, a 
.. ſhining in all the graces of the chriſtian charaft 


222 


But the expreſſion ſeems rather to refer to t 


future ſtate; when the whole church ſhall be cot 
pleatly beautiful, pure and holy. When nothi 


unclean ſhall be found in it, but every heart f 


be full of Gop and full of holineſs. When 
conſciences ſhall / not reproach: them; when Sat 
ſhall have nothing to accuſe them of; and even 
God himſelf ſhall ſee nothing to blame the 
for. Thus ſhall Chriſt © preſent the whole chi 
to himſelf, a glorious church, not having ſpot 
wrinkle or any ſuch thing, but it ſhall be halya 
without Blemiſi.— This is the happy change, wh 
converting grace makes in ungodly, ſenſual ſoul 
theſe: the means, by which the change is produ 
and to this glorious end it leads, Let our thong 
be employed upon each of - theſe particulars why 
attending the Lord's Supper. 
© Taxinx, O my ſoul, of thy paſt, preſent a 
* future ſtate. —Think of thy paſt ſtate. Loc 
back on the ſad condition, in which divine pi 
. Wer love found thee; alice from Gov; 


enen 
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enemy in thy mind: tho? that enmity might not 
how itſelf in the manner, and to the degree, in 
which the enmity of others appeareth. Thou haſt 
not perhaps been ſo bad as they; yet too much 
alienated from the love and ſervice of thy creator 
and benefactor. I would think of this; I would 
never forget it; that the thought may keep my 
heart humble, cheriſh my gratitude to redeeming 
love, and quicken my zeal in the ſervice of Gop, 
my deliverer and ſaviour.— Think, O my ſoul, 
of thy preſent late. T hope, thro? grace, that I | 
am reconciled to God, and united to Chriſt by 

faith, and a principle of holineſs. In conſequence 
of this, I have a right to this ordinance, as a 
token of my fellowſhip with the Father and his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. I can now delight in Gop and 
in his promiſes, and draw near to him with com- 
fort, as my friend and father. I can view all 
his corrections as conſiſtent with, yea, as proceed- | 
ing from, his paternal love; as intended and a- 
dapted to make me more holy and unblameable 
in his ſight.— And indulge, O my ſoul, the 
pleaſing thought of being made and preſented 
ber fecty holy, unblameable and unreproveable in 
his ſight at laſt. Alas, how defective is my holi- 


' neſs now! My friends perceive ſome things blame - 


able in me. My own heart blames and reproves 
' me for many fins and follies, which they do not 


ſee. And Go Who knoweth all things, knoweth * 
' how many more corruptions and imperfeQions re- 


' main in me, and how defective my graces are, 


But I look forward with pleaſure to the day, 


hen my wich kl mall bet made perfect. 1 MM: » 
L 4 CY: this 


. ] © Saviour, who was made fleſh, and ſuffered an 
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© this orficinnce; to increaſe my Athen for that da 
© Yet never let me forget, to what I am indebte 
© for my privileges and my hopes; even to the lo 
| © of Goy, who hath contrived and appointed t 
| © method of reconciliation; to the grace of th; 


died, that I might be reconciled to Gon no 
and at laſt be admitted to glory. Think of th 
© love, O my ſoul, while thou art eating and drink 
© ing at his table. Think of it as extended to a 
* thy chriftian brethren, that thy love to them ant 

* gratitude to our common father, may be firength 


© ened. With filent reverence and thankfulneſMto Ch 
wonder and adore; and renew thy reſolution i ure 
live as a diſciple of Chrift, a child of Goo, able 
© brother to all thy e mA an hei of co 


endea 
mann 
ing 
him, 
den 
comi 


. of aN | 
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Wren St. Paul had deſcribed the happineſ 0 
true chriſtians, as having been reconciled to Gov 
thro” the death of Chriſt, in order that they . migh 
be preſented holy and unblameable before him, he 
adds, (v. 2g.) if ye continue in the faith, grounde, 

and ſettled, and be not moved away from the hope 9 
the geſpel. This ſuggeſts to us our duty, and ho 
we may expect to obtain this ſtate of complete 
Holineſs and felicity. We plainly ſee that it i 
not ſufficient to make the moſt ſolemn profeſſion of 
religion; to enter into and renew covenant-engage 
ments to be the Lord's, and for a while to praddiſ 
thoſe duties, which our Lord requires of us. But 


| we are to continue grounded i in the faith and — 
| . gle 
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led. In order to this, it will be proper and neceſ- 
fry often to conſider the evidences of chriſtianity, 
or the grounds upon which we believe the goſpel 
to be true, and truſt in its divine author. But as 
the will and affections often influence the judg- 
ment, great care muſt be taken » that our whole 
temper and conduct be formed upon the principles 


1b. 38. 


of the reaſonableneſs and excellency of obedience, 
and continue fixed in our purpoſe to cleave to the 
Lord. Let none of the temptations or. afflitions 
of life ever move us from our faith, our ſubjection 
to Chriſt, and our chriſtian hope. There is no 
ſure evidence that we ſhall be preſented unblame- 
able in his ſight, but our being holy in all manner 
of converſation. Let it be our daily concern and 
endeavour to live in a holy, juſt and unblameable 
manner, and perſevere to the end; ftill maintain- 
ing our dependance upon Chriſt, and abiding in 
bim, that when he ſhall appear, we may have con- 
idence, and not on n before ham at his 


comin 8. 


of the goſpel; that we be always deeply ſenſible 


— 
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afiſtanCc 
frength 
Iluſtra! 


Joun iv. 14. | 


"But whoforver + drinketh of the water ep Fi hal 
give him, ſhall never thirſt ; but the water tha 

1 frall give him, ſhall be in him a well 16; Wat 
 Jpringing up into everlaſting life. + | 

T is a fignal inſtance of the great 'wiſdom ant 

£3 kindneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he hatl 
been pleaſed, by himſelf and his apoſtles, to de 
ſcribe ſpiritual bleflings to us, under various figur 
and compariſons, taken from the things of thi 
life; from what we frequently ſee and are muct 


ys 
1s not 
ſeſſing 
The 1 
pleaſu 


converſant with. By this means the bleſſings of It is 
the goſpel are often brought to our minds, and and | 
we are led to cheriſh thoſe affections, and practiſe f *2P** 
thoſe duties, to which the divine favours oblige us. “ter 
As faith in Chrift, and dependance upon him ue nd 
the great ſupport of a holy life, and the means of iſ bout 
our edification, they are deſcribed by coming to 1 
him, and building upon him as the foundation off eat“ 
the church. They are deſcribed by feeding on him, longe 
as the bread of life, to ſatisfy and ſtrengthen our “ © 
hungry ſouls. And, in the words now before us, ll Porti 
they are repreſented, as drinking of that water, c/o 
which he hath to give, in order to refreſh and paſſie 


nouriſh our ſouls. The water, to which our Lord mult 
here refers, ſignifies the influences of the Spirit. (Com- enliy 


pare John vii. 37-39: ) Ap we have” by two mM 
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bid concerning, them—that they deliver from the 


pood. 


ſiltances from my Spirit, to cleanſe, to ſanQify, and 
frengthen him, that he ſhall zever thirſt,” For the 
is in all men a thirſt; a deſire of happineſs, or 
of ſomething to ſatisfy the ſoul. Carnal men ſeek 


this happineſs in the creature, It is the whole 
buſineſs of their lives to ſearch it out, and ſecure 


eſing, The earth ſaith, * Happineſs | is not in me.“ 


and his favour. Divine grace doth not deſtroy the 
water which Chriſt gives, his ſacred Audis 
and influences, quiet the agitation of the mind 
about worldly things, cool its fervent heat after the 


created good is moderated. The chriſtian is no 


it to be in Gop, and an intereſt in him, as his 


paſſions are ſubdued; every thing irregular and tu- 


| 
4 nultuous is abated and gradually compoſed, ' The 
. WH enlightened chriſtian becomes dead to fin and dead 

n 

{ 


to the world. He thirſts not Wer . things, 
L 6 Mon biber 


greateſt evils—and are the ſource of the 2 | 
1. Tur deliver from the e „ 


#ho heartily receiveth my goſpel, ſhall have ſuch 


illuſtration of this, it may be obſerved, that there 


it. But they are always diſappointed. The eye 
b not ſatisfied with i; nor the heart with poſe. 


The ſea ſaith, It is not in me.“ Wealth, honour, - 
pleaſure, friends, all ay, when the trial is made, 
It is nor in us. —It is only to be found in Gov 


zppetite, but direct it to its proper object. The 


enjoyments and pleaſures of life. Its thirſt after 
longer uncertain where happineſs lies, but ſeeth 


portion and ſupreme good. There he ſeeks it 
earneſtly, and there he finds it. His inordinate 


is a law in his heart, which excites him to his dut 
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either thro? neceſſity or love of variety; but hatl 
all things in Gop. There he ſettles with delight- 
ful compoſure. There he finds a good, fitted ti 
the taſte of his ſoul, capable of filling its largeſt 
deſires, and there it is fully ſatisfied, He now 
thirſts after nothing, but larger meaſures of divine 
| influences, greater improvements in knowledge and 
| holineſs, and more ſenſible manifeſtations of divine 
love to his ſoul. And he ſhall not faint and lan 
guiſh for want of ſuitable relief. ——The water tha 
Chriſt giveth is likewiſe, 
2. A s0uRes of the greateſt good, The « ababe 
that I fhall give him, ſhall be in him a dell 
avater /Pringing | up into everlaſting life: the water i 
multiplied, as it were, in him, ſo that it become 
an ever-flowing fountain of joy and happineſs, 
'This intimates, that true religion is a living rin 
ciple in the ſoul; a new nature, a divine nature 
that it doth not conſiſt merely in an alteration 0 
ſentiments, much leſs of external rites and form 
and ſervices: but in the principles and affections o 
the ſoul. The chriſtian's motives are in ward. There 
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and bears him above all his difficulties and temp 
tations.— The expreſſion intimates, that this princi 


ple is frong and ative. It operates freely ar and ſoul 
without conſtraint; like a fountain pouring for all 
its ſtreams. He is not influenced by worldly view buſi 
and motives, which are always weak, and often mall 
varying; nor doth he habitually act thro' fear ol forn 
_ wrath, and with the terrors of a ſlave; but fro . 
gratitude and love, and the evident vigorous ten- tb 
dencies of a new and 9 nature implanted ini is 


him. 


39 
ath 
ht- 
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him. The fountain of holiachs within flows on. 


He ſtudies and labours daily to grow wiſer and 


better. He is uneaſy, except he finds chat he 
makes ſome advances in the divine life. He is am- | 


bitious and zealous to do good to others, to com- 
municate to them the "comforts he feels, and to 
animate and refreſh their ſouls, This is agreeable 


to what our Lord ſays, © He that believeth on me, 
out of his belly all flow living water -* (John vii. 


38.) that is, the religious principle within excites 
um to labour diligently and conſtantly for the 
converſion and ſalvation of others. 


principle in the ſoul. Like a /oring of water con- 


tinually flowing on and never ſtopping. His in- 


ward ſatisfaction remains, and will be encreaſin 


and ſtrengthening, if this principle be duly culti- 


vated, and the proper means for its encreaſe di- 


ligently uſed and improved.—And then we are 


lireted to the conſummation of this character and hap- 
pineſs.. It ſprings up into everlaſting life. Grace 
is glory begun here, and it will terminate in a 
ſtate of complete and eternal happineſs; in the 


enjoyment of God; in likeneſs to him; in the reſt 
aud felicity of all the capacities and powers of the 


ſoul in him. The chriſtian aims at this glory in 
all his religious ſervices, yea in all his earthly 


buſineſs and enjoyments. At length his fatisfaQtion 
ſhall be entire and uninterrupted, and he cannot 


form a wiſh for any thing better. : 
* Is this indeed the caſe, O my ſoul? I np 


© thou knoweſt, by ſome ſmall experience, that it : 
* is ſo, What a noble | principle then 1s _ reli- 


* ? 


The expreſ- 
fon likewiſe intimates, that it is an abiding, lafting 
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gion? Hom glorious is that goſpel, Which re. 
news, ſanctifies, and ſatisfes the ſoul? Hoy 
highly art thou indebted to the Lord Jeſus Chrit, 
Who gives thee this water, who invites thee to 
© come: to him and drink? How great is the 
c power of his Spirit, that can implant, and nou- 
© xiſh this ſacred principle in the ſoul, and carry 
it on to maturity? All my attainments, comforts 
© and hopes are owing to a ſupply of his Spirit, 
c accompanying the means. of grace. No ordinance 
is better adapted to ſtrengthen and invigorate this 
principle within me, than the Lord's Supper. I 


T0 c ſupports the life of | holineſs in the ſoul. It 


makes this well of water, as it were, Spring up 
more plentifully and ſo becomes an earneſt of ever- 
© laſting life. I would come to it with ardent 
© (efire; I read that David when he was athirſ 
© ſaid, O that one would give” me to drink of 
© the water of the well of Bethlehem ! And mall 
I not ſay, O that I might at this time have a 
« plentiful ſupply of the water of life! Here i is 
proviſion made for fuch a ſupply. Lord, T am 
now come to drink. I would approach the well 
of ſalvation with thankfulneſs and joy; and may 
'© I now be abundantly ſatisſied with the fatneſs 
of thy houſe, and drink of os. river of Has 
remotes! 19 5 | 
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' Ovnr common ſprings are fed by unſeen chan- 


4 nels, but the providence of Goy directs their 


courſe. It i is fo in ſpiritual concerns. Let us ſay, 
wich che Fiat, all ” rike are in ther. I 


Hope 


« hop 
«th 
the 
* thi 


not 


ple 
* fy1l 
* taſt 
e- to 
noc 
© thi 
© me: 
' ſha 
pri 
„lige 
ie; 
* ftre 
* tify 
To 
lan, 
me 


JI f 


to 


9 v. 39- MEDITATIONS. 1 


e- hope 1 have been refreſhed and frengthened by 
wil © this ordinance, and am growing more meet for 
t, the poſſeſſion of eternal life. I would ſhow: that 
to © this is the caſe, by not thirſting after the world; _ 
ne i not being fond of any of its enjoyments and 
my © pleaſures. I will leave all its polluting, unſatis- 
1 fying Joys, to thoſe who know no better; whoſe > 4 
ts Wl © taſte is corrupt and depraved, and who 10 on 
it, to the fleſh. I would not be eager. after its in- 
ce WM nocent joys; but deny myſelf, and moderate my 
is WM © thirſt for them. I will go on to ſeek my refreſh- 
It ment and. happineſs in Gop; for there only 
It WW hall I find it. May I cultivate the religious 
up principle with the utmoſt care, and watch di- 
- ligently againſt every thing that would weaken 
nt it; every thing that would interrupt this ſacred 
rt I ſtream. Still may it flow on, and be more plen- 
of W* tiful every day, till it end in everlaſting life, 
all WW To this purpoſe I would be often ſaying, in wo 
| c language of the Samaritan woman, Lord, 

me this water, that I thirſt not,“ and till at long 
im 1 ſhall have no need to come any more, as Ok 
ell to theſe ordinances to draw.“ 


ay 

eſs 6 

n- E 1 
eit „ | 
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Romans V. 11. i 


Hot not nh FR "WW we with þ Joy in 60D, hw 3 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have now receiv 
ed the atonement, | : 


frvan! 
our c 
We w 


C 1 LINESS is profitable unto all hing Lhe 
| having the promiſe of the life that now is... 
and of that which is to come.“ This the. apoſtle ei 
ſhows in the words now before us. They are bond 

proper ſubject of meditation at 'the Lord's Supper every | 

He had ſaid in the beginning of the chapter that we og 
not only rejoice in hope of the glory of Gov, bui before 

we glory in tribulations alſo; conſidering. the man bor ſet 

advantages which reſult from them; eſpecially theM,,q c. 

tendency to train us up for a better ſtate, He ther plorio! 

| deſcribes the amazing love of Gop in giving hi or fla 
Son to die for us. He mentions the fruits of hifi. al. 
death, or the benefits which he hath obtained for ligheſ 

us thereby. He argues, that If, when enemies, werten 
were reconciled to Gop by the death of his S0. Nomi! 
much more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved b apreſ 
bis life,” which he employs for our intereſt anc Cop; 
benefit. He then adds, that we are not only entiito ab. 

tled to ſalvation in the life which is to come, bu ways | 

© we joy in Gop thro? our Lord Jeſus Crit. b) very u 
whom we have now received the atonement.” Thu terms. 
2 foundation is laid for making the preſent li 


comfortable P * 
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ind duty, —and the foundation of it. | 
1- We have an account of what is both the N. 
vilege and duty of the true chriſtian, namely; #0 
y in GOD tire“ our Lord Feſus Chriſt, There is 
| foondation laid for our höly joy and boaſting in 
Gov, and he reaſonably expects that we ſhould 
theriſu this temper. As his reconciled creatures and 
frvants, we have cauſe to boaſt, and triumph in 
dur covenant-relation to him and intereſt in him. 
We were once enemies. This is evidently implied 
in the idea of our being reconciled, as well as aſ- 
fried by the apoſtle. | But being by repentance and 
faith teconciled, the Lord becomes our Gop, our 
friend and father, and we have a covenant-title to 
erery favour and bleſſing, which can make us happy. 
We can now rejoice in his boundleſs power, which 
before was our terror: for it is now engaged for 
ur ſecurity and ſalvation. We can look up to him 
and conyerſe with him, tho? ſo infinitely great and 
florious, without being terrified by his excellencies, 
or laviſhly fearful of his wrath." It is our duty to 
be always joyful in the Lord; to refle& with the 
ligheſt pleaſure upon the riches of his love, ths 
extent of his power, and his faithfulneſs to all his 
promiſes and Engagements. —— It becomes us to 
expreſs this joy in all our | devotional approaches to 
Cop; and whenever we bow our knees before him, 
to abound in praiſe and thankſgiving. To be al- 
vays mourning and complaining at his footſtool, is 
very unſuitable to his infinite love, and the friendly 
terms on which he [graciouſly permits us to approach 
to him,—We "OO _—_— to expreſs this joy 
"2 


comfortable. Here we have the chriſtian's privilege 57 


Fa | < 
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ed by the law. This reconciliation i is offered to all. 
Miniſters beſeech all men in Chriſt's ſtead to be 
reconciled to God. Yet none but true believers 
receive this reconciliation. Others will not ee 
ill not comply with the terms of the goſpel; fo 

dat they have no right to joy in Gop. But the 
true chriſtian approves this method of reconciliation, 
receives it with full conſent of will, and grateful 
iffection to the kind mediator. He reſts upon it, as 
the ground of his hope. He therefore may take com- 


ed upon us ſo great a fayour, and brought us into 
ſo honourable, ſecure and happy a ſtate, we ſhall be 
ungrateful to him, and wanting to ourſelves and to 
the credit of religion, if we do not humbly boaſt 
and joy in him: if we do not celebrate his praiſes, 
ind, like the apoſtles amidſt the e, eee 
and cenſures, be always rejoĩicing. 

Tr1s ordinance is well adapted to impreſs theſe 
truths upon our hearts, and cheriſh our holy joy in 
Gon. © Fain would I rejoice' in the Lord (will the 
© chriſtian ſay) at all times and in every circum- 
' ſtance; but eſpecially in his houſe and at his 
| table. I here perceive, more clearly than at other 
times, the ſtate into which I am brought; a ſtate 
of fellowſhip with Gop. I am ſeated as a child 
' at his table, and allowed to feaſt with him in 
token of reconciliation, as was the caſe in ſome | 
' of the antient ſacrifices, I have the pleaſure to 
* ſee many of my fellow-chriſtians, Joint-partakers 


be of this ordinance, and of the grace. which it re- 
"WH * preſents. 1 hope my heart is formed and moul- 
; * ded, * to r benevolent maxims of the 


FFF 


fort and rejoice in it. Now, ſince Goo hath beſtow- 43 
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© goſpel; ſo that I can heartily rejoice in this bro. 
© therly union. I here clearly view the death of 
© Chriſt fgured out, as the means of reconciliation, 


© I ſee an emblem of that blood, which cemented 
the breach and made the atonement. Thus I am 


; 236 ; 


4 


impro 
hence 


_ © reminded, that I am juſtified and reconciled tofMltre!t 
© Gov by the death of his Son. I have here lik exerci 
_ © wiſe the pledge and aſſurance of final ſalvation. WW ratit 
© This ordinance confirms my faith in that delight-Wcare 
ful truth, that Jeſus, thro* whom I am reconciled, I beart: 
_ © tho? now abſent from us, is alive; concerned for Have 
. © my intereſt, and employing all his authority and Lord 
power for my ſalvation. What then have I to inful 


all tl 
in the 
| oy, 
d 
lick 


' © fear? What ſhould hinder my joy in Gop? I am 
© taught by this ſervice to expe& his ſecond com- 
ing, when he will perfect the deliverance and 
© ſalvation of his ſervants. Vet alas, how cold is 

© my love to Gop and the Redeemer | How little 


a .A 4 3 — 


am I affected with the bleſſings of reconciliation, lead 
peace, and hope! How defective are my gratitude Wind 
and obedience! May this new approach to Gov, {Wall t 
as my reconciled father and my ſupreme felicity, ¶ ivict 
raiſe and ſtrengthen my hope and my joy, and pron 
confirm my reſolution to live to him, who died ie 
for me and roſe again, that I may have ground who 
* for conſtant, yea for everlaſting Joy?” „ om 
. = Lech 
ArraR PARTAKING. 1 58 . 


Warn the apoſtie au had been ſpeaking of thou 
Gop's reconciling the world to himſelf, and com- ſat 
mitting to the apoſtles the miniſtry of reconcilia- witl 
tion, he adds, (2 Cor. vi. 1.) We then, as workers fulr 


1 with him, beſeech you chat. ye receive. 8 
Ii 


e | ep: 
11. 40. MEDITATIONS. 155 


the grace of GOD in vais.“ So would I addreſs 
and befeech you, that you would walk agreeably 
0 ſo high and honourable a privilege: that you 

improve it to more fervent love, more ſteadfaſt obe- 
lence, and a warmer zeal for the honour and in- 
tereſt of God. That you live near to him in the 
exerciſes of lively devotion, and manifeſt habitual 

gratitude and chearfulneſs, Watch with the utmoſt 
are againſt every thing, that would draw your 
hearts from Gop, and interupt your joy. in him. 
Have we been enabled to joy in Gov thro* our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Let this ſpoil our reliſh for all 
inful pleaſures. Let it promote our moderation to 
il thoſe animal and earthly pleaſures, which are 

in themſelves lawfal. If they ever become our chief 
joy, they will alienate the ſoul from its creator 


[nd portion, and indiſpoſe it for divine and ange- 


lick pleaſures. All our innocent gratifications ſhould 
lead us to him, who giveth us a capacity for them, 
ind the means of obtaining them: and they ſhould 
all terminate in him. Whatever is a cauſe of our re- 
joicing, ſhould ſtrengthen our affection to him, and 
promote our chearful, ſteadfaſt obedience. Let no 


who is the Father of mercies, and the God of all 

comfort, and who will cauſe them all to. work to- 
gether for our good. Finally, let all the joy we 
have in. Gop thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, lead our 
thoughts to, and promote our preparation for, a 
tate of everlaſting nearneſs to him, and fellowſhip | 
vith him, in his preſence above, where there is 

fulneſs of Joy and pleaſures for evermore. ä 


. MEDL 
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aflictions or ſorrows prevent our rejoicing in him, | 


| tude and ſeriouſneſs. It will tend to promote on 


member and conſider him as the foundation of our 


MEDITATION —_ 
OT Peres ii. 6, 77 bs pal: 


a 77 . ah it is contained in the ſerigtare, Be 
told, I Jay in Sion a chief corner-flone, elid 
precious: and he that believeth on him. ſhall » 
be confounded, —Unto J re * 2 
he is precious e. 


HE deſign of our bie at the table « | 
the Lord is to remember him with grati 


edification and comfort - by that ordinance, to re 


faith, and of our hope; of all our expectations of 

pardon, acceptance with Gop and eternal life. Le 
us carefully attend to the view here given of himMihrofeſ: 
by St. Peter—of the happineſs of thoſe who . both + 
lieve in him—and how they ſtand affected to | 
in conſequence of it, Let us conſider, _ 

1. Tux view here given of Jeſus Chriſt, © Beholdſug r 
IJ lay in Sion @_ chief corner-ſtone, elect, preciuus. 


The . chriſtian church is deſcribed under the idealfWtains 


of a building. Chriſt is repreſented as the founda 
tion-ſtone; according to the prophecy of 1/aiah 
(Chap. xxviii. 16.) from whence St. Peter takes the 


paſſage now before us. He is the foundation of the ham 
chriſtian church; the author and finiſher of our all 
wn and the ſupporter of that * which he dence 


| hath 


— 
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ath publiſhed to the world. He is the chief 
corner-ſtone: that which hath the” greateſt honour - - 


called, becauſe he ſupports the church in general, 35 
ud all the privileges, which as chriſtians we enjoy, 
ud all the hopes Which his faithful followers en- 
ertain. He alſo unites and knits together the 
whole church, collected from Jews and Gentiles, 


> this honour, on account of his great dignity | 
md his ſpotleſs character. He is highly valuable and 
teemed in the fight of Gop and all wiſe and good 
eings. This foundation, the prophet and the apoſ-— 
ſay, was laid by Gop himſelf. He gave his 
un Son to be the ſaviour of the world; ſet him 
forth to be a propitiation, and hath exalted him to 
de a prince and a ſaviour. Let us obſerve, 

2. Tu happineſs of thoſe who believe on him. 
o believe en him is not merely to believe and 
nofeſo his doctrine, but ſincerely to receive him 
both as a teacher and a ſaviour; to ſubmit our 
hole ſouls to his authority, and truſt and reſt 
won him alone for ſalvation; as the whole build- 
ing reſts upon the. foundation. Thoſe who thus 
telieve on him ſhall not be confoanded, This con- 


believe on him, who are not united to him by faith 
nd love and obedienee, as the building is to the 
foundation, | ſhall be confounded, They thall | be 
ihamed of their negle& of him, and diſappointed 
n all thoſe things, - which they make their eonfls 

(ence, — be a ou; a a man 

who : 


ad is the moſt excellent of its ad. He is ſo 


the corner-ſtone unites the ſides of a building. 
He is called ele# and precious; choſen of GG 


tins an awful intimation, that they who do not _ 
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who builds upon a bad foundation is, when be 
ſees the ſuperſtructure tottering and falling. He 
will be confounded in having truſted to a refuge 
N lies; to a corner-ſtone, which will not bear th; 
weight he lays upon it. But they who believe, ſha 
never be confounded. Their hopes are firm. The; 
edifice is ſtable. They ſhall be ſettled in peace and 
comfort. They, ſhall never be aſhamed of. ti 
cauſe. in which they have embarked, and the pain 
they have taken to ſupport that cauſe; to edif 
- themſelves and others in their moſt holy faith, and 
to make continued improvements in the divine life 
Ihe expreſſion implies more; his hopes ſhall b 
Fully anſwered ; his expectations ſhall be far outdone 
So the ſervants of Gop in all ages have found 
for he is a tried None, a ſure fo andation. e 
ohſerve⸗ 
3. How. 1 ſtand ate” to Chriſt ; in cot 
ſequence of the ſecurity and happineſs, which th: 


enjoy by him. He is precious to them. Unto 50% bir 
therefore who believe, he is precious.“ While other ane 
reject and ſpeak againſt him, and fumble at thi mc 
corner-ſtone, Chriſt is highly honoured by thei tio 
that believe. He is preciou/ne/5 itſelf. They ei m) 
teem and value him above every thing, that can b 1 1 
compared with him. Whatever mean and underra eic 
luing thoughts others may have of him, the 5 m: 
Which hath fled to him and. truſted in him, as to 
all. ſufficient ſaviour, eſteems and loves him wii © rit 
fincerity and ardour, boaſts of him and triumph © th 
in him. The real chriſtian, having experience w 
compoſure, peace and hope, as the conſequence q d 
ec 


- his ſincere faith in the Redeemer, elteems him x 
Toe os „„ cio 
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ous on account of his perſonal excellencies, and 
wrecious in every office which he ſuſtains, and every 
xlation in which he ſtands to his church. 
Lzr me now aſk you, my chriſtian Friends, what 
think ye of Chriſt? What reception hath he met 
with from you? How ftand ye affected to Jeſus ? 
Try the foundation of your faith and hope by this 
teſt, Is Chriſt precious to you? Do you think of 
tim, love him, delight to hear of his glory and grace? 
Do you love his goſpel and all his commandments 
and ordinances? Do you cordially love all, how- 
ever they may differ from you in ſentiments, modes 
and forms, who appear to ſerve Chriſt and live 
greeably to his laws? Do you breathe after more 
of his temper and ſpirit, lament your deficiency in 
it and preſs on toward perfection. | 

I Horz (may the chriſtian ſay) that I have built 
„on this foundation and am truſting my whole ſal- 
vation upon it. I rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, eſteem 
' him moſt amiable and lovely in all his relations 
'and offices, I feel, and O! that I could feel 
more of, a grateful ſenſe of my immenſe obliga- 
tions to him, for my recovery from ſin, for all 
' my religious privileges, enjoyments and hopes! 
'I would ſhow in my whole converſation, how pre- 
* cious he is to my ſoul, I come to his table to 
' manifeſt my-faith in him and veneration for him ; 
to bear a publick teſtimony to his divine autho- _ 
' rity, his ſpotleſs character, and dying love. I hope 
* the thoughts of theſe now poſſeſs my, heart. I 
would particularly reflect on what he hath already 
done and is ſtill doing for me, as head of the 
church, and interceſſor for all his people. And 

. may 
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may this ſervice melt my too inſenſible heart into 
an eſteem and affection for him, and a chearful 
confidence in him, proportioned to his, amazing 
love to me! I would for the future think of him 
© more frequently and affectionately; love him more 
© ardently; delight to hear of his grace and glory; 
© and equally delight to hear of his laws and 
« precepts and example. I would love his ordi- 
© nances and his people, and earneſtly aſpire after 


more of his temper and ſpirit. As theſe are the 
ſincere deſires and reſolutions of my ſoul, I ſhall be 
welcome to his table, The bread and wine uſed 
there will bring his ſufferings to. my remembrance, 
by which he ſhowed his veneration for the holineſs 
and authority of his heavenly Father, and his ſub- 
miſſion to the divine will, and manifeſted the great - 
gneſs of his pity and love towards us. And while 

* this ſervice contributes to make him more precjous 
© and valuable in my eſteem, it will, I hope, diſpoſe 
and enable me, in every circumſtance of future 
life, to render unto the Lord according to the be · 
0 nefits which I have received.“ 


Arn PARTAKINO. 


Wuern we have been attending the Lord's Supper, 
hearing of his ſuitableneſs to our - circumſtances, 
and feeling that he is indeed precious, how fit and 
deſirable is it that we ſhould ſeriouſſy ward that 
exhortation of St. Peter, (1 Pet. ii. 2.) Seeing ye 
| Have taſted that the Lord is gracious, as nexw-born 
babes defire the fincere milk. of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby.” We have ſeen how ſuitable Chriſt is to 
the neceſſities and deſires of an awakened finner, of 

| | an 


- 
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1 humble penitent, - and of every true chriſtian. ; 
We have, I hope, a ſtrong reliſh for his preciouſ- 
and grace. Let it be our care to preſerve. 
PR and to live by the faith of the Son of 

Let us ſeek. daily ſupplies of grace from 
ho, the fountain of all good, thro' the media» 
vn, and by the hands, of our merciful high prieſt. 
us deſire further acquaintance ' with his word, 
at pure, unadulterated milk, which is adapted to 
uriſh and delight the ſoul, and to promote its 
owth in every virtue. Let us ſeek further in- 
mation and conſolation from it, as earneſtly as 
w-born babes ſeek nouriſhment from the breaſt. 
ud let us receive it with the meekneſs and ſim- 
city of little children. As you profeſs to believe 
Chriſt, to be fixed on him as the ſure founda- 
m, labour to be edified in every branch of virtue 
id poodneſs; to riſe higher and higher every day 
| your religious improvements; that you may do 
our to the foundation, and receive greater ho- 
nr from Gop. In order to. this, remember, and 
kily reflect upon, what you have been now doing. 
| all your devotions conſider Jeſus as your advo- 
te, and hope for acceptance in the beloved. Ma- 
r, est to all who know and ſee you, that Jeſus is 
5, rcious to you; by hating and ſhunning every ſin, 
id ery appearance of evil, which he hateth; by lor- 


at I and practiſing that holineſs, which he loveth, 


e Wd of which he hath ſet you a ſpotleſs example. 
* Wibour. to bring others to know, ſerve, and truſt 
ay Win, and thus promote their happineſs. Endeavour. 
to lat he may be precious to you under all your af- 
of te As ns pattern, | your compaſſionate high 
| M 2 chi : 


— 
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prieſt and your hope: that he may be precious ol = 
you in your dying moments, as the reſurreQiq 
and the life. In ſhort, © Whatever -ye 'dv in wor 
or in deed, do all in the name of our Lord Jef 
_ Chriſt, giving thanks to Gop even the Father b 
- him.” Thus, by being built on this foundation 
you will become ſpiritaal temples ; holy to the Lord 
inhabited by his Spirit, enriched and adorned vii 
thoſe graces, which are the trueſt, brighteſt orna 
ments. And at length the head-ſtone of the gl 
rious mess will be brought forth W n 
crying, Cy e Page it.“ 


Mp 
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MEDI TATION XI 
5 Exopvs xxxiii.· 18. 
Aud he ſaid, 7 yu thee ſhow me thy 1 


HE Plalmift ſpeaks in very . rains of | 
ſeeing the power and glory of Gop is kis 
JanQuary, as what was the object of his warmeſt | 
defire! And thoſe that have been favoured with * 
ſach a ſight, will earneſtly defire, that it may be 
repeated ; and often adopt the language of Mo/es, 
I beſeech thee ſhow 'me thy glory, Gon had pro- 
miſed Moſes, as the leader of J/rael, that his pre- 
ſence ſhould go with them and give them reſt, 
Moſes had prayed for this bleſſing in behalf of 
l/racl, and Gov. repeats the promiſe; * I will do 
what thou haſt ſpoken, for thou haſt found grace 
in my fight, and I know thee y name, that is, I 
treat thee as à particular friend and favourite. 
Then Mo/es een that he ur ſee he ny 
of the Lord. = 
Tris is a proper petition for us, when we are 
approaching the Lord's Table. It ſhould be our 


deſire to know and experience more of the favour 


and ſpiritual influence. of Gop; in order to pre- 
ſerve and Improve in us a devout. and holy temper. 
Moſes was too wiſe to ſuppoſe, that the eſſence 
of Gop. oF ſeen. He knew him to be a 

—＋5 * 3 155 „„ 


51 


| luſtre of Mo/es countenance 'after he had been with 
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pure ſpirit, an inviſible Being. But having heart 
his voice out of the pillar of cloud, he — t 
have imagined, that there was ſome 2 
pearance wrapt up in the darkneſs, which migh 
be ſeen: ſome more plain and ſenſible repreſenta 

tion of the glory of the Lord. This he Ueſired te 
ſee, Not, we may ſuppoſe, out of mere curioſity 
but to have his mind more deeply impreſſed with 
the majeſty of God ; to have bis venerption and 
love to him increaſed; his activity in the ſervice 


of Jenovan promoted, and his ability and reſe Tn 
lution to bear up under the fatigues and diſ. ſome 
couragements which he met with, frengthened, on tl 
Gov in much mercy denies part of his requeſt, WW nd 7 
telling him, that he could not ſee his face and le. anciet 
The reſplendent glory would be tos great forſffſ4c{ce! 
mortality to bear. Even St. Paul was. overpowered ill {ubje: 


with a tranfient viſion of the divine glory, which 
left a thern in his fliſh, or a great weakneſs upon 
| his nerves. Nay, the Iſcaeliter could not bear the 


God, but he was obliged to cover his face when 
he ſpoke to them. Yet Gop kindly granted him 
- ſome part of his requeſt. He indulged him with 
. ſome manifeſtation of his glory; ſome bright Aiſ. 
play of himſelf, called his back-parrr, and as much 
as Me/es could bear. But he indulged him to the 
utmoſt, in proclaiming his name to him, and dif 
covering his goodneſs, Maſes prayed to fee his 
glory. - Gon cauſed all his nen to paſs before 
him; proclaiming himſelf, the Lord God, mer- 


ciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant in It v 
| 3 and truth, _— mercy for thouſands, I peQ 


and 


and pardoning iniquity.” - Gop's goodneſs and 


Theſe titles of Jzenovan afford peculiar ſupport 
nd pleaſure to humble pious ſouls, amidſt their 
conſciouſneſs of innumerable fins and imperfections. 
| is comfortable to us to think, that Gop would 


ey, than of his majeſty; as exhibiting his good» 
neſs and reconcileableneſs, rather than diſplaying 
his ſupremacy and power. 

Tais remarkable and inftruQtive 8 will ſaggeſt 
ſome proper thoughts to us, during our attendance 


and adore the condeſcending goodne/s of Gop to his 
ancient ſervant. Men are charmed with the con- 
leſoenſion of a prince, who ſhows himſelf to his 
labjects on particular occaſions, and gratifies their 
natural and Rrong eurioſit y). What à ſtoop of 
grace was it in the King of kings to reveal him - 
ſelf thus to Moſes? It was merciful in him to 
diſcover what was diſcovered,. and to cenceal what 


Gop we are at any-time favoured with, eſpecially 
in the acts of worſhip, they ought to be aſcribed 


admiration, © Lord, what is man, that thou art 
mindful of him, and the ſon of man, that (thou. 
ouldeſt thus viſit him?“ This ſubject ſhould 
excite us earneſtly. to defire ſone manife/tations. of 
the glory of the Lord, eſpecially at this ordinance, 
It would be ignorance and madneſs for us to ex- 
pet or deſire any ſuch favour, as was ſhown to 

M 4 5 mm” 


CO UuCOn EDO nNOS ECTS @ANSS£ 


AE D. 42. MEDI T A TIONS. | 24 


mercy are his glory, his honour, and his delight. 


have us know him more by the glory of his mer- 


on this ſervice, It naturally leads us to admire - 


to his condeſcenſion and grace. It may juſtly fill 
us with ſurprize, and lead us to ſay with high 


* 


was concealed. Whatever views of the glory of 


Moſer. But God hath ways of diſcovering himſe 
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to his people, as their kind and gracious father 
which contribute to their edification and delight 
His indulging Maſe, requeſt, tho' it might ſeem toc 
bold, encourageth us. to pray, that he would ſhow 
us his glory. He doth it indeed in his works 
The heavens declare his glory. The earth is ful 


in 

of his preſence and riches. But he manifeſts hir to 
ſelf in peculiar ways to his faithful ſervants, eſpe- © th 
cially. in his houſe, where they behold his beauty « 1 
and taſte his grace. At the Lord's Table we have hi 
clearer diſplay of his goodneſs and mercy than in w. 
any other ſcene and circumſtance. ' We ſee it inf « ve 
the appointment of a redeemer and mediator. W pe 

| ſee it in the ſuffering of his dear Son. | In th « © 
event the riches of his grace are diſplayed. By il « 7 

| we are reconciled to Gop: and divine influences, pur- « 
chaſed by Jeſus, are communicated by him to his « 
people to quicken and comfort their hearts. His r. 


ordinances and the conſolations of his Spirit ftrength-WMl « 
en and delight every devout worſhipper, and fit and « 
prepare them for brighter manifeſtations of his glo- « a 
ry in the future world. — As ſuch views of tie « 1; 
divine goodneſs, ſuch diſplays of his glory are « þ 
_ delightful, ſo they are trangforming. They ſhow u « } 
our meanneſs and deformity, and ſo promote-out Ml « 1 
- humiliation and penitence. They diſpoſe us cor- 

dially to receive the goſpel, as the grace of Goo 

| that bringeth ſalvation, and teacheth us to live | 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly. And they lead us ca 
to defire and labour after a greater likeneſs to 8, 
Gov, and to be more exact imitators of __ fe 
his dear. children. . EP | of 
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Mar this glory ſhine upon my ſoul (will 
© every devout chriſtian ſay) while I ſee the ele- 
ments repreſenting the death of my Saviour, and 
« ſo proclaiming the goodneſs of the Lord! While 
] taſte them, may I taſte and ſee that the Lord 
is good, and that bleſſed is the man that trufteth 
in him! If he is pleaſed then to manifeſt himſelf 
* to my ſoul, I would receive the diſcovery with 
© the greateſt humility. - While God paſſed by 
Maſes and proclaimed bis name, Maſes bowed 
© his head to the earth and worſhipped. Thus 
would I ſhow all the marks of the profoundeſt 
veneration and humility of mind. Nothing ap- 
« pears more venerable in my eyes than the mercy 
© of the Lord. I would fear him and his goodne/+. 
The more I ſee of his grace, the more aſhamed + 
© would I be of my ſins, and of my great unlike- 
* neſs to him. The more would I labour to 
* reſemble my indulgent Father, to ſecure an in- 
* tereſt in his goodneſs, mercy and truth; and 
* improve it to engage me to ſerve him in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs before him all the days of my 
© life, And may he proclaim his name, and make 
* himſelf known to me at that ordinance, that this 
© bleſſed effect may be OT y my attendance 3 
upon it? 
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WHznx we have been obſerving this be 
* we adopt the words of David, (Pſalm xlviii, 
8, 9.) and fay, As we have heard, ſo have we 
ſeen in the city of our Gov? We have thought 
2 g een and: felt * his loving kindneſs in the midſt 
| | M LP . of 
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of his temple.” Let us be very thankful for any in- 
dulgence of this kind; for any ſpiritual influences, 
which have fixed our thoughts, raiſed our devotion, 
and ſtrengthened our faith and hope, and our re- 
ſolutions for univerſal obedience. Whatever degrees 
of the divine glory have been manifeſted to us, 
let us improve them to Gop's honour, to the cre- 
dit of our profeſſion and our uſefulneſs in future 
life. After that tranſaction of Maſes with the great 
Jzrovan, which we have been contemplating, his 
face ſhone. AU Tfrael faw by this, that he had 
been with Gop, and remarkably favoured ' by him, 
If Gop hath indulged us with any peculiar diſ- 
coveries of his preſence and love, let us with the 
warmeſt gratitude aſcribe the praiſe to him. It 
may be moſt prudent, and moſt agreeable to that 
deep humility which ſuch diſcoveries will always 
excite, to keep our ſublimeſt joys locked up in 
our own breaſts; except we meet with ſome judi- 
cious, experienced and humble chriſtzans, to whom 
we may communicate them, in order to engage 
their thankfulneſs on our account, and their aſ- 
ſiſtance in improving ſuch a ſignal favour. But 
there is a propriety and fitneſs in bearing teſtimony 


before others, that religion's ways are pleaſantntſs _ 


and all her. paths peace. It is evidently our duty 
to ſhine as lights in the world, holding forth the 
aword of life, that others, ſeeing our good works, 
may glorify our heavenly father, Let our holy, juſt, 
and unblameable converſation manifeſt, that we 
have ſeen the glory of the Lord; that we have 
been with Jeſus. Otherwiſe all pretences to the 
. of Gop and communion with 1 are 
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hypocritical. There have been ſome great preten- 
ders to intercourſe with heaven and communicati- 
ons from above, who have acted as if they had had 
fellowſhip with Satan. wy we have not ſo learned 
Chriſt. Let our tempers be ſpiritual, heavenly, 
mild, benevolent; and let our' whole lives adorn 
religion. Ariſe then and ſhine, for thy light is 
come, and the- glory of the Lord is riſen upon 
thee.” = Let ſuch views of the divine glory lead 
us to long for that bleſſed world, where we ſhall 
enjoy brighter -manifeſtations of it. Meſes in glory 
could bear the transfiguration of Chriſt, tho' the 
apoſtles while in fleſh- could not. There the ſoul 
will be ſtrengthened to bear the effulgence of di- 
vine glory. Our viſions of it here are compara- 
tively ſmall and tranſient and uncertain: there 
they will be conſtant, large, and fully ſatisfying. 
We ſhall never ceaſe to feel the happy effects of 
it. Our ſouls fixed near the Almighty's throne, 
. planets in orbs round the ſun, will conftaptly. 
receive luſtre from him and reflect it all around. 
They will be for ever brightening and improving. 
in their likeneſs to him, and conſequently in their 
felicity. Let us long for that reſplendent day, 
when © the Lord God ſhall be our nnn. . 
and our Gop cur b Amen. 
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1 Perz i. 12. 


— hich things the angels arfire to look into. 


HE things which, the apoſtle tells us, the earth 
| angels deſire to look into, are the ſalvation Wl yin: 
of true chriſtians, the ſufferings of Chriſt and che 
the glory that ſhould follow; which the jewiſh pro- follc 
phets ſearched into, and which the apoſtles preach- Wl vhic 
ed, by the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt ſent down ing. 
from heaven, From whence we may Juſtly infer, how won 
important and valuable theſe things are in themſelves ; ¶ eyes 
and how worthy they are of our moſt ſerious and Wl fins 
diligent fudy ;_ eſpecially as a neceſſary preparation Wl and 
for the happineſs of the heavenly world, was 

In this connection it is natural to obſerve, how ang 
excellent and uſeful an ordinance the Lord's Supper is, W. 
which immediately directs our thoughts to thoſe tra 
things, which the angels deſire to look into. In- rat 
deed all the ordinances of the goſpel anſwer this Wl wb 
end. Theſe intereſting topicks run thro? all our pray- vic 
ers, thankſgivings and diſcourſes: and if angels were fo 
to preach to men, doubtleſs they would principally W 2! 
inſiſt upon thoſe things, into which they intenſely look. WW w 
But this ordinance was particularly appointed —to b. 


| bring them to our remembrance — and to fix upon Wl ſo 
odor hearts a wp and habitual ſenſe of their great L 
— TEN al 


43: 


1. Ir is appointed #0 bring theſe things io our re- 
nenbrance. The glories of the Redeemer, and of 


in every chriſtian ordinance. But here is, as it were, 


are here-led to the incarnation of Chrift, which the 


contemplated his being made fleſh and dwelling upon 
earth, which rendered him capable of ſuffering and 


dying for our ſakes. We are here led to confider 
the ſufferings of Chriſt and the glory that ſhould 


follow ; which the Spirit revealed to the prophets, 
which they ſearched diligently into, and which the 
angels beheld with joyful ſurprize. We ſee that 


wonderful ſcene, the moſt wonderſul which human 


eyes ever beheld, the body of Chriſt broken for our 


ſins, and his blood ſhed to obtain our pardon, peace 
and eternal life. We remember that ſaviour, who 


was once, for a while, made a /irtle lower than the 
angels, that he might taſte of death for every man. 
We ſee the manner, in which God's covenant- 


tranſactions with mankind have been carried on and 


ratified ; even by ſacrifice; and the gracious terms on 


which he admits. guilty men to his favour. We 


view the method by which the Spirit was obtained 
for us, by whoſe afliſtances we are ſtrengthened” with 
all might in the inner man. 'The death of Chriſt, 
which we here contemplate, was that amazing event, 


by which angels and men are united in one ſacred | 
ſociety, joined under Jeſus their common head and 


Lord, and hold communion with one another. We 


are brought nigh by the blood of Chriſt, admitted 


into 
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the redemption which he hath wrought out, ſhine 


2 conſtellation of them: many glories united and 
ſet in the moſt ſtriking point of light. Our thoughts 


angels beheld and adored with ſo much joy. They 
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into the bonſabald of Gop and joined to the holy 
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- family in heaven and earth. We here teſtify our 
| faith in the glories, which ſucceeded Chriſt's fur 
_ ings, and in his ſecond coming to raiſe and reward 
all his faithful followers. Theſe are the things 
Which angels look into, and they are here brought 
to our remembrance. Further, | 

2. Tuis ordinance tends to fix a deep Pe, habitual 
' ſenſe of theſe things upon our minds. We have not 
the capacities of angels, Our bodies are clogs to 


the operations of our minds. While we are in fleſh, 


we are too much impreſſed with viſible, ſenſible 
things, and too little with thoſe that are unſeen 
and are the objects of faith and hope. Therefore 
our Lord hath appointed theſe elements of bread 
and wine, as ſenſible ſigns and emblems of his body 
and blood; that our ſouls. may with greater eaſe 
and fixedneſs dwell upon the objects repreſented by 
them. We not only ſee them, but take and eat 
the bread and drink the wine. This hath an ap- 
parent tendency to collect the thoughts, and dire& 
them to that adorable ſaviour, whoſe dying love we 
commemorate. This is more a perſonal, deliberate aft 
than, I fear, we generally conſider other ordinances 
to be: and therefore ſo much the more likely to an- 
ſwer the great ends intended by it. 
recollection of the angels ſtudying theſe things, ſhould 
fix our thoughts more intenſely upon them. St. Paul, 


when he is giving the Corinthians ſome directions, ſuit- 
ed to that age, about the dreſs of women in the ſo- 
lemn aſſembly, urgeth their regard to them by this 
argument, becauſe of the angels ; ; who are ſpectators 
of « our worſhip, and may join in ſuch parts of fo as. 
| | uit | 


Methinks, the 


11. 43. MEDITATION S. 255 
fit their circumſtances. But probably they never ; 
book ſo intenſely into theſe things, in any place or 
circumſtance on earth, as when they ſee a chriſtian 
church devoutly celebrating this ordinance. They 
attend the folemn aſſembly, and adore with us 
the manifold wiſdom and love of Gop. - They muſt 
be peculiarly pleaſed with the reverence and ſeriouſ- 
deſs of devout communicants, and with the fervour 
of their affection to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ' as far 
u theſe heavenly ſpirits- are capable of diſcerning 
it. I may ſay of this ordinance, as the Pſalmiſt 
faith of the manna, that it is angels food. - They are 
ouriſhed and delighted with theſe affecting ſcenes, - 
* I woULD imitate the devout angels and bend my 
' avhele attention to look into theſe things with re- 
' verential wonder and humility ; with the higheft 
delight, and moſt ardent praiſe, that ſach bleſ- 
' ings are granted to the ſinful children of men. 
' Theſe are the ſubjects I am here to fix my thoughts 
3 1 have more reaſon to look attentively 
' into theſe things than the angels, as I am more 
immediately intereſted in them. Otherwiſe 1 ſhall 
' ſhow a very baſe diſpoſition; great ingratitude to 
2 moſt munificent benefactor, and a wretched 
' inſenſibility to my own intereſt. Let me likewiſe 
© be thoughtful, ſincere and ſolemn in renewing 
* my vows and engagements to the Lord. Let me 
© remember Solomon's exhortation, Suffer not thy 
* mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to fin, neither ſay thou 
© before the. angel, it was an error. Why ſhould 
© God be angry at thy voice, in promiſing what 
thou doſt not intend to perform, and deſtroy the 
* work of thy hands? | NE 
| . ArTER 
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Lv us now, in the language of the apoſtle Paul 
| charge ourſelves before GOD and the Lord Teju 
Chriſt and the elect angels, that we obſerve theſe things: 
the things which have been ſaid: the things ae 
we have done, and whatever hath been tranſadtec 
between Gop and our ſouls. Let us carefully at- 
tend to that exhortation of the apoſtle Peter, ground 
ed upon what he had ſaid of the angels' looking 
into theſe things, wwherefore gird up the loins of yi 
mind, be active, ſteady, reſolute in the ſervice 0 
your divine maſter. Be /ober and hope unto the end, 
for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jeſus Chrit, You know that he will 
appear. You then expect grace; even the higheſ,, 
nobleſt manifeſtation of the divine favour. Hope for 
it in all your ſufferings and to the end of life. Let 
this hope engage you to a diligent ſtudy of divine 
things, to the utmoſt ſobriety, watchfulneſs and 
 Readfaſitneſs. Thus by continually improving in 
knowledge and holineſs, you will at length be car- 
ried by angels to the heavenly manſions and bs 
like them in 9 glory and _— 
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MEDITATION X LIV. 


Corortans 1. 13. | | 
Who hath delivered us from the Euer of f darkuſi, and 
hath tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. 
T is proper and uſeful ſometimes' to remind 


privileges and advantages, which they enjoy, as 
chriſtians and proteſtants; in order to excite their 


a right improvement of them. It is very proper 
to do this at the Lord's Table, where we affemble 
to praiſe Gop for his goodneſs, and eſpecially for 
ſpiritual bleflings. The ordinance itſelf indeed 
is a favour, for which we cannot be ſufficiently 
thankful z as it is adapted to improve our chrif- 


in tian graces, and increaſe our comfort and hope. 


ar- WW Let me now endeavour to excite and ſtrengthen 


be Ml your gratitude to him, e hath delivered you from 


the power of darkneſi, and hath tranſlated you into the 
lingdom of his dear Son. — It may cheriſh our grati- 
tude, increaſe our love to Gop, and confirm our pur- 
poſes of holy obedience, to conſider the ſtate of dark- 


neſs, from which we are delivered, and the glorious 


kingdom into which we are tranſlated or introdu- 
ced : to reflect on the difference between the ſervice, 


in which we are now to engage, and what would 


. ate err our WN had we con- 
| | i Fs ener 


thoſe who attend the Lord's Supper, of the 


thankfulneſs for them, and diligent care to make 
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tinued in that darkneſs, which involved our ancef. 


tors, while they were Pagans; and had not Goy 
delivered us from that corrupt, ſuperſtitious and dan. 


gerous form of chriſtianity, which we call Popery, 
1. Wr are deſcended from Heathen anceſtors, who 
were under the power of darkneſs; and the ſub. 
jects of a kingdom, full of ignorance, idolatry, 
fin and miſery. Had not the goſpel been ſent to 
us, we might now have been Joining in facrifice 
offered to devils, or dzmons; paying homage to 
the departed ſpirits of our kings and generals, and 
commemorating their heroick deeds. We might per- 
haps have been attending the ſacriſice of a beloved 
child or friend, offered, in the moſt cruel manner, 
to an imaginary god; 
and ſervices, inhuman, impure and ſcandalous, for 
which the idolaters of this ifland, were notorious, 
It ſhould excite and cheriſh our fervent gratitude, 
that we are tranſlated from this ſtate into the king- 
dom of Gop's dear Son; that we are favoured 
with chriſtian privileges, eſpecially this ordinance, 
ſo excellent in itſelf, ſo pleaſing to a holy God, 
and ſo conducive to our edification. Again, 

2. LeT us acknowledge the goodneſs of Gov, in 
delivering us from the power of Popiſh darkneſs, and 
making us ſubjedts of that kingdom of | his dear 
Son, which is not of this world. — The kingdom 
of the Pope is (as St. Fohn foretold it would be, 
Rev. xvi. 10.) full of darkneſs, little better than 
the former darkneſs of Paganiſm. Its ſubjects are 
not allowed to read the ſcriptures. They, are dif 
couraged and kept from free enquiry; and their 


pabline prayers * praiſes are offered up in an un- 
Ei known 
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known tongue. But let me here particularly remind 


you, how groſsly the Lord's Supper is 
ed, diſhonoured and perverted by Popery. Fulſe- 


hood, ſacrilege and idolatry are mingled with this 
ſacred ſerviee Notorious falſehood is mingled with 


i, The unhappy Papiſts are taught and obliged 
to believe tranſubſtantiation; or that upon pro- 


nouncing the words of conſecration over the ele- 


ments, by the prieſt, This is my body, the bread 


and wine are actually changed into the ſubſtance 
of Chriſt's fleſh: a doctrine abſurd in itſelf, con- 
trary to our underſtandings and our ſenſes, and con- 
trary to the very nature of the ordinance, which 


s a fign, not the thing ſignified. You might have 


been infatuated to have believed this; or have 
hypocratically - pretended to believe it; or if you 
had poſſeſſed the courage to deny your belief of 


it, might bave been doomed to a cruel. death. 
The Pupifts ſay, that © this facrament is a proper 


atonement for thoſe, on whoſe account it is preſent- 


ed; and that there is a freſh offering of Chriſt, 


every time the maſs is celebrated. This is a high 
indignity to our bleſſed Lord, as if his atonement 


was not ſufficient. It is contrary to ſcripture, which 
declares, that Chriſt - once ſuffered, that the body 


of Jeſus was offered once for all. This ſacramenit 
is a commemoratian of a ſacrifice once offered, not 
offering àa new one. Again, ſacrilege is mingled 


with this ſervice. The Popiſh laity are denied the 


wine, becauſe the church faith, that the bread con- 
tains the whole body of Chriſt; a notion grounded on 
the abſurd doctrine of tranſubſtantiation. This denial 


of the wine is contrary to the command of Chriſt, that 


* 
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comply with them. In chriſtians, who know the 
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his diſciples ſhould al! drink of it; contrary to the 
Practice of the apoſtles and firſt chriſtians, who all ate 
of that bread and drank of that cup; and it is a wicked 
uſurpation on the rights of chriſtians. — Once more, 
_ idolatry is mingled with this holy inſtitution. The 
Papiſts worſhip the 5%, that is, the ſacramen 
bread, the conſecrated wafer; as if Chriſt's re 
body were preſent. They kneel as it paſſeth b 
them in the ſtreets, and worſhip it with divi 
worſhip, when lifted up at- the altar. Thus 
worſhip a god, which the prieſt hath made. 
_ -» Traxseg are the doctrines and practices of pi 
countries. And had not the kindneſs of God ap- 
peared to us, in bringing about the Neformation, 
theſe had been our tenets and practices; ot we had 
probably died martyrs, for. refuſing to receive an 


value of this ordinance, and have found the pleaſure 
 end-adranizge'of = ferious attendance arne th Gul 
. conſiderations will promote great thankfulneſs 
| Gov, for deliverance from all theſe errors, and in- 
_ creaſe their veneration for this inſtitution; - We, my 
. Chriſtian and proteſtarit Brethren, have this ſervice 
in its original fimplicity and purity. "Here is no 
change of the ſubſtance pretended; no croſſings, and 
bowings praKtiſed. | Every thing relating to it, i 

tranſacted agreeably to the New - Teſtament · rule 
and pattern, and there is no infringement upon 

chriſtian liberty. — And now, let me ſeriouſly en · 
' quire, What do ye more than others? Are you 


duly grateful to Gon for your better light, and op 
Juſter notions of this ordinance? Are yon regular go! 

ſerious and devout in your attendance upon go ' Paj 
TR {5 e 
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gel And are you careful to improve | it to thoſe reli- 
ue bious and practical purpoſes, for which it was in- 
el fituted; I hope this is your prevailing character, 
and that you will now heartily. concur in n 1 
fetions and reſolutions as theſe. 
« I am coming to this ordinance with a Wundt i 
« thankful heart; to remember and reverence our 
( Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the only king and head of 
che church, and to enter a publick proteſt againſt 
' all rivals and uſurpers of his authority and domi- © 
nion. I renounce all other lords of my faith, 
' and pay homage to him, as the divine and all- 
' ſufficient teacher; as my only maſter and Lord. 
„ devote myſelf to him as his ſubje& and ſervant, ' 
' and ratify my fidelity to him, whom Gop hath ' 
"exalted to be a prince and a ſaviour. . I would 
' endeavour to impreſs upon my mind a lively, 
' grateful idea of my privilege in being, with my 
' fellow-chriſtians, joint-members of Chriſt and ſub. 
' jets of his kingdom. I aſſemble with them, to 
celebrate the victories, which he hath won over 
' fin, ſatan and death; and our happy deliverance . 
from heathen ignorance and idolatry, and popiſh - 
' ſuperſtition and tyranny, I would think with 
and tender compaſſion of thoſe, who. are yet under 
„uf the power of darkneſs, I would pity thoſe, Who, 
ruleM' while they are called chriſtians, groan under the 
pon tyrannical yoke of Antichriſt, I would pray that. 
en-WM' they, who are led away by ſtrong deluſions to 
you believe a lie, may be enlightened; that overy - 
andi oppreſſive yoke may be broken, and that tho pure 
| | gofoet of * may ſpread its triumph over every - 
Pagan, and Popiſh nation, I would 0 
3 | „ * foalt 


© ligious privileges. Icfteem it reaſonable, and have 
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feaſt with ardent gratitude for my civil and re. 


© often found it pleaſant and uſeful, to commemorate 


my deliverance from heatheniſh and popiſh idolatry 


and tyranny. Bleſſed: be God, that I am turned 


from darkneſs. to light, and from the power of 
© {ſatan unto Goo! I would recolle& and acknoy. 
©" ledge theſe. ſingular favours with peculiar grati- 


© tude at this ordinance. I would come to it, re- 
« joicing in Chriſt Jeſus, who led captivity captive, 


© triumphing over the powers of darkneſs ;. who 
© reigns thro* all generations; will ſecure | his 
church from the gates of hell, and ſave all his 


faithful ſubjects with an everlaſting ſalvation. 1 
* would now again declare myſelf. of that number, 
© and. truſt my eternal. intereſts NY him, , N is 


. * to ſave to the m h 2 1 
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As you have been tranſlated into the eee of 
God's dear Son, and been giving a freſh "evidence 


of your allegiance and ſubjection to him, ſuffer me 


to addreſs you. in thoſe ſtriking words of the apoſ- 


tle, (1 Thef. ii. 12.) Ve exhort and charge. every 


one of you, as a father doth his children, that yt 
would walk worthy of GOD, who hath called yon 
unto his kingdem and glory, or unto his glorious king- 
dom. I entreat you, with a truly paternal tender- 


| neſs, as one who hath a moſt affectionate concern 
for your welfare, that you attend to, and comply 


with, this moſt weighty exhortation. The duty en- 
Joined is very plain, but infinitely important ; that 


ye walk 28888 nn: to his be | 
an 
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and command ; worthy of your LORE of his - 
boy nature, and of that religion, which he hath” 
elabliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt ; worthy of the relation, 
which you bear 'to him and to his dear Son. Walk 
ſs, that you may pleaſe and glorify him, and ob- 
ain his loving kindneſs, which is better than = 
He hath. called you. into his: glarious kingdom, and 
tren you the privilege and honour of being his 

lbje&ts. Be careful to manifeſt that obedience and 
— which is required of them; to accom- 
odate your whole temper and condu& to the lead- 
5 deſign of the goſpel, which 1s to- make you 
viſe and holy and happy. Thus will you ſecure 
comfortable evidence of your title to that glory, 
lich he hath ' promiſed, You may juftly conſider 
our preſent feaſting together at his table, as a real, 
o imperfe&, ſpecimen and foretaſte' of the enter- 
nment of his heavenly kingdom, which you ſhall 
make of, in the ſociety of all his ſaints under 
ery diſpenſation. But remember the ſolemn 
urge, which I give you ; which St. Paal giveth, 
u; which our divine maſter giveth you; and 
nich Gop, our father, giveth yon, to walk wor- 
7 GOD. Often call to mind what you have 
en doing, to engage your daily and moſt ſerious 
tention to it. And may it have a happy influence, 
o' divine grace, to make you more meet for an 
indant entrance into the everlaſting kingdom of | 

Lord and | Saviour * Chriſt, 


E28 A * > 
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and that we can, with ſincerity, ſeriouſneſs and pl 


- 


be begins his letter to the Corinthians :- * 
. Gov, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus C 


1 gina 

we 

MEDITATION xl v. | eartl 

the 

| N CoxixrnIANs i . % „ . [ls 

| Bleed b GOD, even the Father of our Lord % _ 
_  Chrift, the Father of mercier, and the GOD of a bein 
comfort. | | bs \ 

4 we 

HERE | is no o diſpoſition of mind's more pro ill 

per and becoming, when we approach to Goo ute 

in the ſolemnities of his worſhip, than 2 nad 
one. To enter into his preſence with than are 
ing and his gates with praiſe, to be thankful un il; 
him, and bleſs his name, will be comfortable 20% thin 
| edifying to our ſouls, and acceptable to him. B nor 
there is no religious ſervice, to which this grateſuſ lim 
- temper is more ſuitable, than the ordinance 9e fit! 
before us; in which we are to recollect, commemo Wh. 
rate and celebrate, the moſt important and valuabliWof c 


favours, with which a ſinful world was ever bleſſec 
1 hope we have now this diſpoſition in our he 


ſure, adopt theſe words of the apoſtle, with yh | 
out of the fulneſs of a grateful and benevolent } 


the Father of mercies, and the Gov of all Gs prea 
Here it is intimated to us that the great Gov is of: 
author of all our mercies and comfortz—and ther and 


fore we ought ardently to praiſe him. Let us dw nit 


a little upon theſe thoughts, = hai 


Ge 
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Gop is the Father of mercies: that is, the ori- 


aal and donor of every mercy and bleſſing which 
we enjoy; which all his creatures in heaven and 


earth and in all worlds enjoy. When he is called 
the Father of mercies, it may intimate the great- 


refs, value and multitude of the favours he beſtows. 
—— He is likewiſe the GOD of all comfort: the 


us with a divine munificence, every comfort that 
we poſſeſs. More particularly, —He is the author of 
all our temporal bleſſings, or the blefling: 
ate to our bodies and the preſent world. 
nade and he governs the world, His providential 
are extends to all his creatures. He is good to 


things richly ta enjoy. O that this thought were 
liſh to all our enjoyments,. and promote devotion, . 


8 Whatever favours and comforts we receive by means 
of our friends, or any of our fellow-creatures, he 


erviceable to us. More eſpecially, he is the author 
of all our /diritua/ comforts: thoſe which relate to 


a thing as ſpiritual diſtreſs, The difireſs of an 


great declenſion in religion. There is the diftreſs 
of a ſerious, circumſpe& chriſtian, - under darkneſs 
tber and dejection of ſpirit, bodily pains and infir- 
_ dw nities, and worldly troubles and eroſſes. If we 
25 * — 1 but little, of any of theſe 


Ge 7 5 N Finds 


zeing who beſtows upon us, and communicates to 


s which re- 
For he 
il; good to us in particular, and giveth us all 
nore familiar to our minds, as it would add a re- 
faith, and a humble, chearful confidence in Gov! 


giveth them all their ability and inclination to be 
the ſoul, and particularly affect it. There is ſuch | 


wakened ſinner; the diſtreſs of a backſlider and 
one that is conſcious of ſome allowed fin, or of 
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kinds of diſtreſs, G0 cold ſoon makes us 
much of them. If he hideth his face we 
troubled.” An imagination that we are out of thi 
reach of them, and ſelf-confidence, are the read 

way to provoke him to hide his face. Under ſuc 

* diſtreſs Gop comforts; and none but he can do i 
effeftually. If Ze giveth quietneſs, who or what ca 
give trouble? He hath made proviſion, gracious, an 
ple proviſion, „ for the comfort of his people. Ani 
that is, by the goſpel of Chriſt; of him, who i 
the conſolation of Jrael and our hope: The er 


tih 


ceeding great and precious promiſes of the core po 
nant of grace ſhow, that the conſolations of Got ' ſub, 
are not ſmell. He ſends down his Spirit as a h ©? 
. ferter, and cauſeth the chriſtian to abound in x 1 
and hope thro' his power. He comforts his ſervant. 2. 
by his ordinances. His miniſters are appointed any amo 
directed to ſpeak comfortably to his people! H bea 
brings to their view and to their hearts, the con and 
ſolatlons of the goſpel. He makes them joyful in diff cdi 
Houſe of prayer, and his worſhip yields them a cho 2 
ſand comforts. But the Spirit communicates thel fert 
comforts to their ſouls, ſhows them their title to then even 
and giveth them a reliſh for their ſweetneſs. Fin 
ly, he hath laid up for them goodneſs, inexprefib! - 
great, and conſolations inconceivably delightful; Wi 
complete and everlaſting falvation.—I 3 0 L 
know this to be the caſe. -* Yes (will the dero Pert! 
chriſtian ſay) I truſt that I am not quite x iran of 0 
to the comforts of Gop! yea, am even now tall eum 
ing ſomething of their ſweetneſs and excellenc) ; gue 
I would heartily bleſs Gov for them. 1 woul, deen 


Thr * be engaged to love him and truſt in himg who 
| | | 'P deſerib 


J „ AENA ins w@ 
: leſcribed by the. inſpired apoſtle in fo amiable 
and endearing 1 light.” I would be careful never 
(to loſe theſe wages; nor 'weaken my hopes and 
| erpectations, that th ey will be further communi. 
cated to me, as' my ca may Tequire, For 1 know. 
« by experience, that 1 ſhall find all other things 
© miſerable comfurters. I come to this ordinance. ta 
© commemorate 'the death 'of Chriſt, by which the 
' covenant of Gop, ſo full of comfort, was atteſt· 
' ed and ſealed. In' him all the Promise. are yes 
© and amen, full 17 and chearfully to be depended 
' upon by me. I come to teſtify my allegiance and 
ſubjection to Chriſt; 43 by that way alone 1 can 
expect diy merey and all the comforts which 
I want. come to teltify and confirm my love 
'to my fellow-chriſtians. | This is to ſhow itſelf, 
among other instances, by being merciful as m 
' heavenly father is me merciful,” and by comforting 
t and edifying « one another. May I partake of this 
' ordinance in ſuch a manner, as to give me in- 
' creafing encou agement | to expeR mercy. and com- 
« fort in every s re ; ſcene. 85 life and Akatkh, and 
e yy, 8 life 1” == | 


* 
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c Wuen 755 had uttered ſome paſſionate and com. 
' plaining expreſſions, « one of his friends aſks him this 
pertinent queſtion, (Job xv. 11. ) Are the conſolations {1 
'of GQ D ſmall quith thee ? There are many eir- 
cumſtances, in which 5 ſhall do well to put that 
queſtion to my own heart, after what I have now 
deen doing. Mote p: alarly, —am 1 tempted 
to do * _ which 9 , or neglect 
. What 


* 


a Set. +0t.0 
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* ly intereſt? AG I 1 to AD Fx Ginfol, 
4 dangerous cuſtoms, and run with others into their 
vices and follies? Let me ak myſelf, < are theſe. von; 
ſolations better than Gop 6 Are the pleaſures of fi 
4 equal to the Pleaſures of an approving conſcience, and 
2 ſmiling Go? Am I tempted to flacken my zeal 
to abate the regularity and ſeriouſneſs, of my der 
tions, and to neglect the means of grace? Let me en 
quire, * are the conſolations of Gop ſo ſmall, that [ 
ſhould be willing co! loſe them ? Can any thing be « 
equivalent for ſuch. a loſs ?'—- Am 1 tempted to df 
truſt providence, to murmur and repine under ie 
tions and corrections? Let me enquire, * are the con 
ſolations of Go mall? Can doubt his abili 
and readineſs to ſupport” and comfort me unde 
them? May I not conclude, more ſtrongly that 
ever, after what hath now paſt, that a. 23 
tions abound, my conſolations. in Chrift will muck 1 
abound?'—Am 1 afraid of death, and on elit 
count ſubject to bondage? Are there no conſola 
uuns in the everlaſting covenant for ſuch a-caſe 
© And are they ſmall? Hath he not ſupported wen 
' * ſands of his ſervants at that ſeaſon? Can he nc 
„ ſupport me, and will he not do jt according t 
« his promiſe? Take courage then, O my ſoul, t 
C truſt theſe. conſolations. Maintal a conſtant com 
poſure and chearfulneſs, and in every ching Fir 
„ thanks, Thus oo, I be. n in * on 


lory to > GopP 
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Now A e n more ſtranger eee 
but fellow-citizeis "with © the ſaints, a os * 
houſehold. of GOD. | 2 iin 
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amazing plan. of divine lore, " 
have Liberty of acceſs, by one Spirit, to the Father. 
We are no longer Aranger and foreigners, as thoſe 
abo were | proſelyted to the Jewiſh - religion oy 
other nations, had been, but we are /tllow-citi 
with the . ſaints; yea ve are of the. E of G 0D; 
tis domeſtics, . like the jewiſh prieſis as 4 
puihed: from; common 1/racliter. - Here it id natur 
al to obſerye, that all üncere chriſtians belon g. io 
God's family, they partake of W e and E 
bleſſings of | ; it, "and. are , obliged . io obſerve. . the. 43: 3-4; 
orders and perfarm the ſervices. of it. 5 

I. 1. ALL fincere chriſtians beleng to 60 nth, 
He 3 is the. father of all creatures, as he form an 
preſerves. them. But he;i is in a peculiar, approp a- 
ng ſenſe the ROM. of all; his holy . The 


bo 


| heathen were ſtrangers and erty. but to a 


1 
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reve! 


many 4s. receive Chriſt and beſi him, chere i 
this privilege given, that . wt] be Nn 


ens of GOD. Angels and gloriſie ſaints are the 
children of G6», and members of his family: fo 
of him, as the apoſtle. obſerves, the whole famih | i 
© heaven and in earth is named. . Jeſus Chriſt i is 
| elder brother of this honourable houſe. He 0 
ſides over it and «governs. it; and thoſe, who- by 


faith are united to kim, re wie, tothe W. 
family of Gop. * are 


2. Tuzx partake of the a and 'priv 
of 60 D˙ foley They _ ſhare the bleſſing © 
eoinforts of hi 15 au gde Erde e n 
inſtructtons or his «word; the laböttv oF Fre Minidbr: 
and e 'driitabitet af his" elfe The bunt of 
Ane is! adttvinilh e des, des Bey init 

the, tina Ar. the Holy. hk 4 
due compired to breud, mike, Wine; fem? me 

5 g neteſfary to the ſupport, of e 
the health and comfort, of our becher. C 
are admitted to an uhreſtf une ebe vin 
Gop, as their Pather. © 'Thro* "Chriſt dt 
act by * Spirit to him. This erdingnes l is 4 
- Lacred feaſt, 'which GO makes for his children i 
| ther different en in his family ;/"and be i6- 

vites them all to pattake of it. He defgne 624 
to promote” their fpiritual nouriſiment, t6-firangt 
the divine life, and to advance the graces of 
chriſtian character, in their hearts. "We. "may" far 
ther reniark,”: , 

3. Tur are obliged. to — the orders an 
| Fe the * 8 his 3 For inſtance, te 
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receive every notice of his will with all humility. 
e ad ſubmiſſion, and to obey it with all readineſs. 
ad chearfulnefs. They are obliged to wear the 


© |abit of his children; to be clothed with the 
robes of righteouſneſs and humility, and to put on 


þ it the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit. We are 


and honoured elder brother, who in all things hath. 
the preeminenee; to receive the law at his mouth, 


and to ſeel and expect a ſupply of all our ſpiri- 
tual neceſſities thro* his hands, and in virtue of 


* interceſſion. We are required to be holy in all 
of converſation, to live ſgberly, righteouſly 
wy godly. The goſpel contains the laws of this 
family. And it is the duty of all who are mem- 
bers of it, to wall in all its ſtatutes and ordi- 


nances. blameleſs, Further,- Chriſtians, as branches 


of this family, are under indeſpenſible obligations 
to conſult its honour and credit, to have its common 


intereſt at heart; to endeavour to increaſe the num- 
ber of its members, and promote its regularity 
and peace. A neceſſary condition of their admit · 


ther, and conſult each other's comfort and welfare. 
= The angels, as parts. of this family, ſhould be the 
| objects of our eſteem, gratitude and love. Their 


| rank is fo high, their characters ſo excellent, their | 
benevolence ſo great, and their friendly ſervices for 


* us ſo many, that we ſhould always think and ſpeak 
| very honourably of them. Our common relation 


to this family ſhould be a bond of union among 


ourſclves, * Let brotherly love continue, and be 


a , . . carefully 
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reverence, love and obey their common Father: to 


commanded to reverence the Son of Gop, our dear | 


tance into this family is, that they love one ano» 


= o - _ - „ 
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| carefully cheriſhed. Let peace and l and 
a community of intereſts prevail among us. ' * 


not the different garb we wear, the different 


ments In which we lodge or worſhip, alienate our 
affections from any of our fellow-chriſtians. Let us 
wiſh well arid do good to all men, as we have op- 
portunity, eſpecially to them who are of the houſe. 
hold of faith. Beſides our common union to Chriſt, 
to angels, and ſaints, our hope of being for ever 
with one another, and with the Lord, ſhould make 
this union more ſtrict and pleaſant, and lead us to 
ſerve one another in love. We aſſemble together 
at the Lord's Table, as a part / of God's family, 
to pay our homage to our common Father, and teſ- 
tify our gratitude, love and ſubjection to the gra- 
_ cious Redeemer. * I would be habitually thankful 
for the privileges of God's houſcehold. I would 
carefully, and eſpecially here, remember by what 
© means I was introduced into this family 3 by the 
love of God, and the blood of Jeſus, thro? which 
_ * ſinners are brought nigh, have acceſs to Gov as 
their father, and boldneſs to enter into the holi- 
* eſt of all. I would thankfully commemorate the 
grace of the goſpel, rejoice in my relation to 

«. Chriſt and to my fellow-chriftians, and always 


c remember that relation, as a motive * u 


«© me to walk worthy of it.“ 
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nh more, as a part of Gop's family, we 
have not only partaken of the common iden 
of his houſe, but have been feaſted at his table, 


I hope our . * been maar. with gra» 


43+ : | > a 5 titude 
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titude to Gov and the Redeemer; and that we 
have been increaſing our love to one another, 


while we have been teſtifying our relation and 4. Ty 


fetion to all our fellow-chriſtians. May we never 
diſhonour. Gop's family, diſpleaſe its graciqus head, 

or injure, grieve, or negle& any one, whe. belong- 
eth to it! Otherwiſe our fin, will be greatly ag- 
gravated, and Gop will ſay to us, as to Jrael, 
© You only have 1 known, or you have I principally 
favoured, of all the families of the earth, therefore 
will I puniſh you for- all your iniquities. (Amos 
iii. 2.) —Let our thoughts be frequently and de- 
voutly directed to Gop's houſe above; to that part 
of his family which dwells there. Let us be long- 
ing to remove thither, and to join 1 the innume- 


rable company of angels and the ſpirits of juſt men 


made perfect. The grand ſeheme of the goſpel 
terminates in this, to bring all bis ſons to glory, 
and put them in poſſeſſion of an inheritance incor- 


ruptible, undefiled and that fadeth not away. Mayer 


this glorious hope and proſpect animate our hearti, 


and carry us firmly and chearfully thro every | ; 


duty, every difficulty, every. temptation ;.. yea thro” 
the valley of the ſhadow of. death; for that is the 


road, the only raad,' to God's eternal: houſe in the 


heavens!-.* Beloved, now. we are the ſons. of Gos; 
and it doth not yet appear what: we ſhall be, but 


we know, that when Chriſt - T mall 


alſo i bn wg 6h in Dn i ene e 
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Bar Manoab's wife ſaid unto him, 77 0 1 * 
pleaſed to. hill ut, he % not hawe received a ha 
| burnt-offering, and.a_ meat-offering at our hands, ati ou 
tier would he. za ue Jhowed ut all theſe things, nor of 
Would, as at this fins * told us ſuch. thing 


a2 theſe. „ 4% NR C 
1 ek fervies e Lou ee idly amy te 
Fellow-Chriſtians,” leads us to commemorate as 


the death of Chriſt, 'whom Gov harh made a' fin- p 
offering for us. Ie intended that this event ſhould ſe 
de conſidered, as an evidence of his hatred of fin, tb 
and at the ſame time of his readineſs* to reteive ir 
penitent ſinners to mercy. It will be very ſuitable . © 
to this ſolemaĩty, to ſow you, that God's appoint- 
ing and accepting the ſacrifice of his ſon, is a 
proof and affurance, that he is diſpoſed and ready 
to forgive and accept all fincere penitents, all hum- 
ble, pious: fouls.: The words now before us will-1l- 
luſtrate this thought, and furniſh matter of devout 
meditation. Manbañ's wife, the mother of Samos, 
had ſeen an angel, who had promiſed her a ſon. 
When the promiſe was reported to Manoah, he re- 
eeived it, with great reſpe& for the meſſenger; 
and having provided, an entertainment for him, the 
angel commands hike to offer it to | the oy as 2 
A164 | 0 unt! 
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burnt-offering ; and then he aſcended in | the flame 
thereof, and they ſaw him no mare. AManoah im- 
mediately concluded that they ſhould die, becauſe 
they had ſeen. Gos, or an angel; according to 
the common notion which prevailed at that time. 
His wife argues in the words before us, with much 
good ſenſe and ſtrong faith, that God's accepting 
their ſacrifice was a proof, that he was ' propitious 
to them, and that no evil would follow from what 
had paſſed. Theſe words, kept in view, may guide 


our meditations on the moſt important diſcoveries | . 


of the goſpel. And they naturally ſuggeſt to us, 
1. Tuar as Gop hath accepted the ſacrifice of 
Chrif, he intends to ſhow mercy to humble peni- 
tents. That the death of Chriſt is to be conſidered 
as a ſacrifice for fin, is ſo plain from numberleſs 
paſſages in the ſcriptures, that I need not ſet my- 
ſelf to prove it. Nothing is more evident, than 


that he died not for his own fins. It was for aur 


iniquities that he was ſmitten. It is evident that 


' God accepted his ſacrifice. This appears from the 
remarkable prodigies and wonderful ſigns, which 
attended his death. But eſpecially by Gop's raiſ- | 


ing him from the dead, ſetting him at his own 


- right hand; and pouring down the Holy Spirit on _ 
- his apoſtles, If Gon had been inexorable ; if there 


had been no room to hope for mercy from our 
offended ſovereign, he would not have appointed 
and accepted the death of Chriſt, as a ſacrifice for our 
fins. The words may further ſuggeſt, to us, that f 
2. In order to confirm our faith in this impor- 
cant point, Gop hath ſhown us and told us many 


| gracious, et: * providential bounties to the 


wicked; 
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wicked; Me n e e en and unjuſt, give 


us ſome hope of mercy. The deen of 


Gop to finners was a principle ſuppoſed by the 
heathen, and the foundation of their prayers and 


oblations. And indeed it is ſcarcely conceivable, 
| how religion could have been ſupported without 
the belief of it. But we enjoy that glorious gol- 


pel, which clearly diſcovers the tender mercy. of 


i Gov, and ſhows us in what way, and by whom, 
it is enſured to us, and how it may be obtained. 
We have a large account of the ſacriſice and me- 


diation of the ſon of Gop. Maneah's wife argues 


from a promiſe given; we from a promiſe fulfilled, 
which is much ſtronger; yea from a variety of ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes, many of which 
have already been performed. . At the Lord's Sup- 
per, Gop ſhows us many great and gracious things. 
It is a ſtanding evidence of his readineſs to be 
reconciled to all fincere penitents. We are called 
upon to commemorate that ſacrifice, which infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs appointed and accepted. 


The head of the church would never have infti- 
tuted ſuch a ſervice, unleſs. the death, which is 


- repreſented to us by it, had been ſufficient to ob- 
dein and ſecure our pardon and ſalvation. We 


have reaſon at all times, eſpecially at his table, 


t0 take it for granted, as an evident principle of 
_ chriſtianity, that God is by Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, and that he will reject no 
penitent ſoul, who ſincerely applies to him, in the 
name of Jeſus, for pardon and ſalvation. Now, 
how ſhould our hearts be affected with a truth ſo 
qe diſcovered, ” * eſtabliſhed?ꝰ 


an 


7 


wed 6s ww * we = 9” © .i} 


_ 
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Tuis proof of Gov's reconcileableneſs ſhould 
promote in our hearts a fervent A fiction to him. 


Lore to Gov is che life and ſpirit of all true re- 


ligion and acceptable worſhip; the grand principle 


that leads and animates to every duty. The per- | 
« fetions of Gop, (will the chriſtian ſay) render 


© him amiable in my eyes; the moſt worthy object 


Jof my higheſt veneration and love. But is it not 


c doubtful, whether I could love Gop, if I had 
* any ſtrong ſuſpicion of his reconcileableneſs ? The 


damned, who have no hope, cannot love Gov. ' 


« The devils, who know more of his glories than 


« we do, have a ſettled averſion to him and oppoſe 
his kingdom and -intereſt. Perhaps it may be 
© beyond the power of our degenerate nature to 


* love real worth and excellency to the degree 
* which it deſerves, without ſome view to its own 


advantage. But ſurely, when I ſurvey the mercy 


and grace of Gop manifeſted in Chriſt Jeſus, 


©] can want no motive to love him. I have 


every ſtrong inducement to love him with all my 


heart. The firmer foundation my hope hath, 2 
the greater ought my affection to be. And I 


© earneſtly deſire that à repeated ſerious reflection 


* on this favour may keep the ſacred principle a- 
' Ar and active, and at the ſame time I | 


my hope. Again, 


E proof of God's etch gives the NE 
higheſt. encouragement ſincerely to dedicate our/ekver 
Be ye 


to his ſervice. Thus the apoſtle argues; 


reconciled to Gop ; for he hath made him to be 
a fin-offering for u, who knew no fin.” © What can 
C a more . jus that IT ſhould be the 


rr macee tat Kok 


_ © Chriſt was. If he had been pleaſed to reje& ſuch 
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1 Lord's? Wilt he accept the a 1 make of 
s. myſelf to him; accept fuck a mean ſinful erea · 


1 ture, who can do him ſo little ſervice? Ves, 1 


may be aſſured he will, for he hath already ac- 
© cepted the ſacrifice of Chriſt for us. My fincere 
«* dedication of myſelf to God, thro' the Redeemer, 
vill as ſurely be acceptable, as the ſacrifice of 


© an oblation as I can preſent, and ſuch ſervice 
„as I can perform, he would not have appointed 
and accepted the death of Chriſt as a ranſom for 
me. I would view this encouragement with a 
* moſt attentive mind. I would embrace it with 
c On and joy; ; and would devote my body 

© and ſoul, my time, ſubſtance, abilities, and every 
talent I poſſeſs, to the ſervice and glory of an 
* gracious and condeſcending God.“ | 


AFTER „ 


Wz have again been rellecting on that moſt i in- 
tereſting truth, that © Gop is in Chriſt reconciling 
the world to himſelf, not imputing to them their 

treſpaſſes.· We have ſeen a further confirmation of 
it in this. ordinance; by which Gop ſhows the 
immutability of his counſel, and giveth his ſervants 
ſtrong conſolation. Let me now exhort you, in "the 
language of the apoſtle, (Heb. xii. 15.) to look di 
ligently, le any fail of, (or, as the margin better 
| renders it) fall from, che grace of GOD; left aw 
root of bittermſs Jpringing up, trouble you. You 
ſee that it requires much circumſpection and dili- 
gent care, that you do not fall from grace; that 
1 do not, by preſumptuous fins or any wilful 
| _ 
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neglect of duty forfeit the favour of God, or loſe | 
any thing which you have gained. Watch over 
ay own hearts, leſt any root of bitterneſs ſpring | 
p there, which may bear gall and awormwoed, em- 
ator all your comforts and. add to the weight of all 
your aMiQtions, Let no ſenſual affections, irregular 
deſires, or malignant paſſions be harboured in your 
breaſts Watch over one another alſo in the ſpirit 
of love, Exhort one another daily, eſpecially thoſe 
with whom you are particularly connected. Be 
excited to this, leſt there be any root of bitterneſs 
ſpringing up in the family or church to which you 
belong. Such : perſons may defile; or have a bad 
influence upon thoſe, who know them and are in 
friendſhip with them. They may grieve the hearts of 
many of God's children, and difhonour a chriſtian 
profeſſion. : The more ſenſible we are of the i impor= 
tance and neceflity of divine grace, the more ſoli- 
citous let us be, that we improve it ourſelves, and 
lead others to make that uſe and advantage of it, 
which the God of all grace intended we ſhould. 
And to him let us daily lift up our hearts, that 
he would, by his Spirit, point out to us the re- 
maining imperfections of our characters, the remain- 
ing corruptions of our hearts, and excite us with 
the utmeſt zeal and reſolution to correct them. 
And for our ericouragement let us remember, that ; 
they wha are wiſe and good, - ſhall: at length faire | 
as the  brightne/t of the firmament; and they that 
turn others to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine with à ſu- 


periour luſtre,” even' 65 the ftars for ever and euer. We 


4 
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15 2. how great 17 his goodagſt, a how rea. 1 
| | beauty {= e 


„HERE is no ſubject of e mon 
| 1h | delightful to a .ſerious mind, than the good - 
ack of the Lord. It employs, the thoughts of all 
his ſaints -and angels, and tunes the ſongs of hea- 
ven itſelf. There is no place on earth, where we 
have ſo much reaſon to contemplate and adore it, 
as at the Lord's Table. We have- each cauſe 10 
adopt the words of the prophet, and to ſay, with 
bumble adoration. and ardent praiſe, How geeks: ir 
his. goodneſs, and how great is his beauty! We have 
reaſon to ſay it every day, when we behold the 
glories of the creation, and the whole earth full 
of the riches of the Lord; eſpecially when, we lie 
down and riſe up, go out and come in, in peace, 
and are refreſtied with the bounties of providence. 
We have reaſon to [ſay it every ſabbath, when we 
come to partake of, and be ſatisſied with, the fat- 
neſs of his houſe, and to drink of the river of his 
pleaſure. But we have peculiar reaſon to adopt 
this language at his table, where he cauſeth all 
his goodneſs to paſs before us; proclaims himſelf, 
IM * the Lord, * and merciful, long · ſuffering, 
8 ä 
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» 
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abundant in goodneſs and truth, pardoning iniquity; Wo. 


tranſgreſſion and fin.” — The prophet had been, in 


the preceding verſes, "deſcribing the appearance of 


Chriſt, as King of Zion; as juſt aud having: ſalva3 


ton. He had been | ſpeaking of the blood of the” 


covenant, by which the priſoners' of divine [juſtice 
are delivered, and invited to turn to the ſtrong 
hold, He had deſeribed the ſalvation, which Gon 


mould work out for his: people by the Meſſiah, 
ſtones of 4 
crown, lifted up on high, and Gop would ſave and 
favour them as his jewels and peculiar treaſure. 


when they ſhould be as the 


The prophet's heart was ſo affected with the +proſ- 


pe& of this mercy, that he breaks out into this 
.goodne/s ! This 


joyful acclamation, How: great' is his 
he intimates; / ſhould be the ſubje& and burden of 


their ſongs, under the Neu Teftament diſpenſation; 


And we may learn from hence, that : the divine 


goodneſs in our redemption and ſalvation claims 


our admiration: and our praiſe.“ More particularly, 


* Henn I ſee the beauſy of the Lord: how amia- 


* bly his perfeRions ſhine in the diſpenſation of the 
© poſpel; ſo that all who attend to it with ſerious 
minds, will fee and adore them. 

* mercy and truth meeting together, righteouſneſs and 


peace greeting each other. I ſee the holy Go 
' Jo in requiring an atonement to be made for fin; _ 
that he might diſplay the righteoufneſs and advance 
* the honour of his government; and requiring re- 
pentance and faith in order to our partaking of the 
© benefits of it. I ſee at the ſame: rime, that the 
' is the jaſfiſer of them that believe in Jeſus.” Here 


92 n len Se of the invi- 
. 


Here I obſerve. 


( F ſurance of pardon and peace to every penlitent, and 
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q able Gow; i in all bis beauty; and he- app, ſeine 
f than the children of men, and altogether; amiable 
and lovely. It is probable, that angels never ſaw 
ſo much of Gap: before. But * to the principa- 
« lities and powers in heavenly places is now made 

* known, by what is done for the church, the mani- 
fold wiſdom of Gon. Here alſo. I ſee the good- 
© neſs of the. Lord; with what peculiar luſtre this per- 
© fection of the divine nature ſhines in our redemp- 
© tion. by Jeſus Chriſt. - Every thing which he did and 
* ſuffered is the: effe&, of divine goodneſs. All the 

gifts of GOD ſhow his kindneſs,” but his unſpeak- 
br able gift diſplays it in the brighteſt manner. Cop 
do loved the world, that he gave hie only begotten 
* ſon, that whoſdever believeth in him might have 
everlaſting life,” With: him and thro? bim, he 
* giveth us the moſt important bleſüngs. I have the 
* ſtrongeſt evidence of his reconcileableneſs ;_ the! ab 


comfortable approach to his throne. by the media» 
tor. I am encouraged to expect the aſliftances of his 


= Spirit amidſt the difficulties and temptations of life : 


© his conſalations amidſt all my forrows, and his 
* ſacred influence to cement my heart nt 
© chriſtian Brethren.— His goodneſs appears great if 


I confider how univerſally ĩt extends; even to all 


mankind. For Jeſus is a propitiation for the fins 
3 of the whole world, He commanded his goſpel to be 
* preached to every creature, in order to recover them 


from ignorance, guilt and miſery, and bring them 
© to: the favour and ſervice af Gop, and to the pri - 


©« vileges and hopes of his children. His goodneſs 


drains mn 
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© city. The fountain of 
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„of it: wenn ind miſerable niortals, whoſe gecdneſg 


him: treatiifes; -- who la. und, 
forfejted all efalm 10 the divine acer 5 west ab- . 
* worthy'vf bis chm ntiesg mark” 
more bf theſe pitfall arid eternal leugs; which' 
* his proniiferh. Let me confider Mw far this 
* goodtiely èxtendeth; even' thro” eternity. This is 
''the fecord, that Gop hath given to us eternal Rte. ; 
and that life is in his ſon. This 0 10 
* terminate in perſect laſting glory and feli- 
. af — and hopes 
© is nde geodne, | The ſtremu are plenteoum and 
etiam They eurich, delight and ſutiafy the foal, 
4a How forever. This i genug in, 
4 Hereiw is love,“: unequalled, umparalleled love, 
"bt cht un loved Gos,“ or that our: goodneſs 
5 ma erent de Mime burbs loopd:us,” and as the 
* Widvunee, * "his fon to be a propi= 
. dt EE $5; lo bios Jotvie 
© On wie moſt impertaat,  inreraſting, 'delightfub 
Feige the goodneſfs.of the Lord, ' lot my thoughts 
* de fixed; a no one can be more proper at this. 
© 6rditarice;”' Shalk 1 got there ſayy'T am come 
* conimenifrate the deatk of my Nedermer, which 
6 © conimenids,” illuſtrates aud ſets forch the love of 
* Gob in the moſt beautiful colours and with "every 
attractive charm ? And 1 hope my heart is"glow- | 
© ing with gratitude and love to my moſt bountiful | | 


* eahn6t extend 


and indulgent benefactor. His goodneſs hath pro- 


© vided” this feaſt ſor me, tho one of the unwor- 
© chieſt of his: gueſts.”" The diguity, grace and con- 
© deſcenſion of the great miſter of ir, the ſuitable- 


nes and richneſs en and the un- 
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_« worthineſs of the gueſts, all 1, hops. osten t 
* firike. my mind with . holy. reverence... and. filial 
| * love, [and -Engage. . to ſay, © how, great. is his 
©. goodneſs.” 1 would partake. of the bread and drink 
of the cup, with ſuch devout language; With the 
moſt fervent gratitude, and a ſincere , that 
© I;may+ be directed and aſſiſted to. * render unto 
2 to the, honghts (1 have we- 
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grafted into the good alive; Chriss urg n to 


2 and derive ſupport, - -nquriſhment. and comfort 
from him. - Our duty is to continue in his ;geedneſs 7 


N be ae of it and RD for + its 1 be: 2 
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yk it is .infliged by the belt of Beings.” 
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to repentance by it; to walk worthy of our chriſtian 
profeſſion and character; to obſerve W. laws and 


commandments oF our” gracious” ſovereign At is > 


duty to_imitate a neſs, and * be merciful, 
our Father in Heaven is merciful, We — in in 
our privileges ; ve: let us rejoice with trembling. 
Let their ineſtimable* value make” us afraid of for- 


feiting. them; otherwiſe we ſhall be car off; if not 
from "the church below „ "yet from the church In 
| heaven, and have no ſhare in its felicity. Our con- 


demnation will be encreaſed by all the goodneſs, of 


which, we are partakers. Perhaps the greateſt 
gr ation of future miſery will be this circumſl 5 


he who is rich in mercy and not willing that 1 
ſhould. periſh; when he who delighteth in mi 


mere 
and calleth judgment his 1 Arange at; when he _ 


it neceſſary . to_rejeft and puniſh, the pu 
muſt be 3 deyond our though hes. M 


Fil 


attend then; to the apaſile's exhortation, be th 
minded but . fear. Chriftian humility, Wachfüle 
and prayer, will. \prompte our ſteadinels, and our 
progreſs. in religion. * Wherefore alſo, (to uſe the 
apolile's words) we pray "always for. you, that our | 


Go would 
and fulfil all the 


account you - worthy of this callin 2 
pleaſure of his  goodne! 


and the work of faith with power; that the name 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may, be glorified in vo, 
and ye in him, according to the grace of our Gov 
ind af hp He Jas yy” (s Thelf, i $0. 12.) 
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A uxto him, Suffer it i 
* 3 or thus, it. ecometh. Us e all ri 18 ighte- 
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oN the baptiſt, was baptizing , the Jews in to- 

J n of their repentance for fin, their eir expeRtations 
CA 4 Meſſiah and their readineſs" to receive him, 
Who was to baptize them with the H oly Ghoft and 
"with fire. Chriſt himſelf came from Gafilee to Tir 
"dan to be baptized by John. The propher forbad 
him, ſaying © I have need to be baptized of thee} 
35 one every way my ſuperiour, and comeſt thou 
o me 7” thou who. art more holy and - honourable 
than myſelf ? But Jeſus directed him to do it, aud 


4 - 
* 18 


gives this reaſon for it; Flur it "becombth ut 76 fulfil, 


or perform, all. "righteouſucſ: Chiitt cine to de 
baptized,” tho? he had no fins to confeſs” or repent 
of, and all the ends of ul 

be anſwered in and by But he was 1 


to countenance John 8 a to teſtify his 


probation of this inſtitution and recommend it to 
others. He conformed himſelf to what he appoint- 
ed for his diſciples. He ſet them à pattern of 

obedience to the will of Goo „ and laid down a 
general rule for all his followers, that they ſhould 
1 n 


xt baptiſm could fot. 
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fulfl all righteouſneſs. From From whence we may ob. 
ſerve, with relation de the ner dp = parti | 
cular, 1 


THAT it is a part of righteauſneſ fo 9 : 


fitive inflitutions, or thoſe rites or ſacraments, which 
are peculiar to the chriſtian rdigion, ' and become 
our duty, only becauſe they are enjoined us. GO 
hath commanded them by his ſon Jeſus,” who' by 
ſufficient evidence Proved, that he was a teacher 
ſent from Gov. And it is right and fit that he 
mould be obeyed. He ſaw them to de proper and 
uſeful in themſelves; therefore it is our duty to 
comply with them; even tho' we ſhould have ſome 
doubt, wherein the propriety and uſefulneſs of them 
confift, But I think no thoughtful, ſerious perſon 
can have any ſuch doubt with relation to the ſer- 


vice now before us.—It is a proper form of main» 


taining a profeſſion of Chriſt's religion, and _tef- 
tifying that we believe and embrace it.—lt adds a 
folemnity to our worſhip, helps our reflection and 


our faith, —and ſtrengthens our ſocial affections. It 


is particularly ſerviceable, as it recalls to our minds 
the moſt important facts and principles of *chriſtia- 
nity, and lays us under the ſtrongeſt engagements 
to de holy. ' Tho? we could not clearly diſcern all 
thoſe good ends anſwered by this ſervice ; yet the 
authority of Chriſt alone binds us to comply with 


it. For he that breaks, or leaves undone, one of 


the lea of his commandments, and knowingly” _— 

fends in one point, cannot be a rightebus mann. 
Forres, to comply with poſitive inſtitutions is 

« duty incumbent on all. The wiſeſt and beſt of men 

ought to -fulfil all righteouſneſs, n. Was -bap- 

5 tized, ES 

=. : 
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5 tized, tho he needed it not. And if it could be 

ſuppoſed, - that we did not want the help of this 
_ ordinance, yet duty to Gop and a regard to others, 

would: lead us to obſerve it. But indeed none are 
ſo eſtabliſhed as to be above the need of it. And 
it is ignorance or pride, that leads any to imagine 
that they need it not.—Beſides, they ought: to do 
a puhlick honour to all divine inſtitutions, and to 
give all the force of their example to recommend 
to others obedience to them. The neglect of it in 
ſome, will embolden others; and the young will 
plead the unjuſtifiable conduct of their elders, as an 
excuſe for their own. To this let me add, that 


our Lord ſaith, it becomes us, which word (as it is 


| elſewhere aa comely,) not only ſigniſies that it 
is our duty, but that there is a decency and beau 
in it; that it. is (if I may ſo expreſs it} a. branch 
of good manners, as well as religion; and a thing 
lovely. and of good report, as well as right in itſelf, 
May it not be further obſerveq; that Chriſt came 
from a diſtance to be baptized; from Galilee to 
Jorden; which ſhows that no difficulties and incon · 
veniences ſhould keep us from our. duty. And it 
will afford us great ſatisfaction in the review, that 
we have obeyed divine inftitutions with. exaQtneſs 
and care, and willingly omitted no opportunity of 
wo forth the death of Chriſt. _. 
© Uron theſe principles, and with theſe views, l 
hope I am deſirous to attend this ordinance, It 
« was inſtituted for me. It is highly advantageous to 
me: and I am, thro! divine afliſtance, capable of 
t + anſwering all the ends of it. It is an ordinance, 
Ne womens chriſtians i in all * have found greatly ſer- 
| | ; Re”, viceable 
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viceable to them; and I hope my on experience 
© concurs: with theirs. While I fulfil this part of 
© righteouſneſs, it will raiſe my character to greater 
* excellency,. and diſpoſe and aſſiſt me to 'abound 
© in all the fruits of holineſs. I-commemorate 
© the ſufferings: of» Chriſt, who bore my. fins ; that 
being dead to in I might live to righteouſneſs, 
© I view his obedience to death, by which his bwn 


- * 


* kind, diſplayed” in 2" moſt beautiful and happy 
© union; For herein 1 ſee that © He is juf, while 
© he is the ju/iifiey of them that believe in Jeſus.“ — 
hope therefore the language of my ſoul is, Lord, 
my Saviour fulfilled all righteouſneſs, and left 6 

part of duty undone. . am herein deſirous to fol- 
* low his example. It is my duty and my intereſt, | 
my honour and my joy, to obey every divine cbm- 
„mand. And as I am approaching thy table with 
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* that thou wilt meet me and bleſs me, accept my 
* ſacrifice of thankſgiving and increaſe in me all 
* the fruits of hh, gap agony which are by Chriſt 
* Jeſus to "my . N. 
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1 Wren Jeſus was bo rn and gone up from the \ 
: 1; Vater, we are told The ſpirit of Gop deſcended 
upon him, and a voice from heaven ſaid, This is 
my beloved ſon, in whom I am well pleaſed.* And 
have not we peculiar reaſon to expect the common 
influences of the Holy Spirit, to ſtrengthen our 
"—_ to aſſiſt us in our duty, to comfort our 

O FFF 


perfect righteouſneſs was manifeſted, and the righ-⸗ 
« teouſneſs' of his father” and his great love to man- 


* that deſign, I earneſtly deſire, and chearfully hope, 
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hearts and witneſs with us that we are Gop's: chil. 
dren, when we have been endęayouring 10: fulfil all 
righteouſneſs ? We need his inſluebces to lead and 
keep us in the paths of righteouſneſs; conſidering 
how prone we: are to wander ; from them; hoy 
many ſtrong temptations. and bad examples we are 
ſurrounded. with; and how often we | have turted 
| aſide from: the holy commandment, evel fince we 
have made a ſolemn dedication of ourſelvet to; the 
ſervice of Gov... Let us earneſtly ſeelt theſe: influ- 
| ences, and chearfully expect them. And let ut 
reflect for our encouragement, that if the ſpirit of 
Cbriſt be in us, the body is dead with reſpe& to 
fin, ſo that it ſhall not haye dominion over us; but 
the ſpirit. is life, vigorous: and! active, becauſe of 
righteouſneſs; yea it will be in,, as an earneſt; and 
aſfurance, that we ſhall at length behold Gop's face | 
in righteowfueſt, and be, ſatisfied; . wo. 1 

0 with Wine, j: 14706 ma I ia ante Howl! | 
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an hs doubts ood leſſen the: G8. 
of real chriſtians, is a very imrertant but 
0 difficult part of a miniſter's ' work. 
gracious' words hath Goo ſpoken to his people, 
to diſſpate their fears 3 and it is the buſineſs of 
miniſters to apply thoſe worde to them and to 
comfort cheir hearts. With chis view, let me now 
direct your thoughts to what our bleſſed Lord ſaith 
to encourage his timorous diſciples. © Fear not, 

little floek;; for it is your Father's ul Neue 
to give you the kingdom. . 
Hz commands his diſciples nor to ſhes? This by 
implies that they are liable to fear; ready to | 
filled with anxious cares and diſtreſſing a rien 
ſions; to fear that they ſhall want the neceſ- 
ſaries or comforts of life, or be overcome by 
enemies and temptations. Becauſe his ſheep are 
weak and few, their hearts are ready to meditate 
terror. But ſuch ears are diſplenſing to their maſ- 
ter and owner, injurious to themſelves, and -diſho- 
nourable to his religion. He expects and demands, 
that —_— 3 to conquer 9 he er | 
| | 9 2 . em 


0s _* SACRAMENTAL 1489. 50, 


them very ſubſtantial reaſons why they ſhould not 

fear, For inſtance, a 

"Hs calls them is flock. "As far as + they a ate 
renewed by divine grace, they are like /heep, in- 
- nocent, gentle, uſeful creatures. — They are Chriſt's 

ſheep; his property and charge; given him by the 

Father, as the purchaſe of his blood and the re- 


ward of his ſufferings. They ſolemnly chuſe him 
for their ſhepherd, and commit themſelves. to his 


care. And will ſuch a ſhepherd, one ſo wiſe and 
powerful, ſo faithful and kind, ſee his flock de- 
ſtroyed? Had we been with him on earth, ſhould 
we not have thought ourſelves ſecure under his eye 
and protection? Should we not: have courageouſſy 
followed him, tho' he had led, us thro? the wilder- 
neſs or the ſea? And are not his power and grace 
ſtill; the ſame? — Tho? they are but a little floth, he 
doth not overlook them; no not one of them, the 
weakeſt and meaneſt. He doth; not think one of 
them below his notice and . car. He guards and 
he feeds them; feeds them, not ys the ſlaughter, 
but for eternal life. For © he came that they might 
dam life, and might have it more abundantly.” 
2. FURTHER, he intimates to them, that GOD 
TS their father, And is he not our father alſo, 


if we are Chriſt's ſheep? Will ſo wiſe, powerful, 


and kinda father ſee his children deſtroyed? Will 
he ſuffer them to periſn for want, and die un- 
aſſiſted and unpitied? No, it is impoſſible, 
3. H informs them, that there is a 4ingdom'in+ 
tended. for them. And what are all the kingdoms 
of the world, compared with it? Where are the 
22 ns mighty ny which make ſuch a figure 

in 
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in hiſtory? They are gone, and the places where 


their capital cities ſtood, can ſcarcely be traced. 


For how ſhort a time will any of the preſent kings 


of the earth poſſeſs their thrones and power? And 


while they do poſſeſs - them, what cares and vexa- 


tions attend the poſſeſſion? What wretched flaves : 


are moſt of them to their own luſts? And ir is 
to be feared, that few of them pay any more 
regard to religion, than ſuits their political views. 


But the kingdom, which che chriftian ſhall poſſeſs, 
is an everlaſting kingdom. He ſhall have rule over 
every luſt and every enemy. He ſhall rule titer. 
Gop and for him, and have nothing to inderrupt | 


his peace or hazard his everlaſting: Joy. Finally, 
4. Ou Lord ſuggeſts, that it is our Father's 
good pleaſure to give them the kingdom. He pro- 
vided it ſor them, thot mean and Hnfult Worms. 
His grace, giveth them a” title to” it, and will 
bring them to the full poſſeſſion of it. Vea, as the 
words intimate, he rakerk pliaſure in the thought 
of giving it to them. He will beſto it 'With ſa- 
tisfaction and complacehcy, and Hfejéſce over them 


to do them good, with all Kib"Reare® and All his 


ſoul. ? denn Kat ls mad wr 


LzT us dwell on theſe — at che Lord's 
Supper. ' Phere we eommemorate the blood, which 
purchaſed” the flock of Gov;' and the love which 


prepares a kingdom for it. Let us moſt thankfully. 
acknowledge the” kindneſs of our heavenly färher. 


Let our pirits rejoice in Chriſt, our ſhepherd and 
our ſaviour. And having received a kingdom which 
cannot be moved, ' bet” us have grace whereby" we 
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may then, and at all times, ſerve. Gov Eaten 
with reverence and godly | fear. 


c Gov b, and. at that facred. coords that thou 
* live as the heir of ſuch an inheritance... Let a 
_ © reſpe& to the recompence of reward raiſe thee 
© above all the allurements of ſin; above too ſtrong 
« an attachment to the concerns of fleſh. and ſenſe, 
© and above all thy anxieties, ſuſpicions and fears. 

Never immoderately grieve, or even be uneaſy, 
if thou meeteſt with, loſſes and diſappoint- 
ments, Is the kingdom provided for | thee ſo 
* mean and inconſiderable, that thou mouldſt be 
caſt down, and almoſt ready to quarrel with pro- 

vidence, becauſe thou haſt not ſuch earthly bleſ- 
* ſings; as thou couldſt wiſh? Shall an heir of 


immortal glory diſtreſs himſelf with fear of this | 
or the other, evil, which may never happen, or | 
may not be ſo grievous as he apprehended? | 


* Mayeſt. thou not expect ſuch ſupports from thy 
Father, as, ſhall make thy afflictions comforts, 
rather than .croſſes; and ſuch improvement in 


religion by them, as mall make, thee ;thankful 


for them all thy days? Ought I not to be ealy 
. without, a large ſhare of earthly comforts, when 
- I have, ſach glory in reverſion ?-. Caſt all- t 
care upon him, for he careth for thee.” . 
'* eanſt not ſay, he doth not care for thee 1 


CY he hath provided thee a kingdom, 1 thould _ 
« will leave him to jadge how far, and in what 
| 5 manner, my preſent wants and deſires ſhall be 
* gratified, Shall I exceed. n my love to any 
l bleſings which 4 enjoy, when I * ſuch 

ä 6 tier 
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better objects to engage my regard and affec· 


tion? Hath Gop promiſed me a kingdom, and 
given me ſuch aſſurance of poſſeſſing it, and ſhall 

I not willingly part with whatever he Temands 
© and takes from me? If he takes away my ſub- 


* ſtance, my health, my friends, I ſhall not loſe 


* my all. My father liveth; my inheritance is ſafe. | 


And nothing can ſeparate me from the love of 
« Chriſt and the bleſſed and everlaſting effects of 
* it. Shall I not be willing to leave all worldly 
© bleſſings and go to poſſeſs this kingdom? Tho? 

death ſtrips me of my poſſeſſions, of my friends, 
* of my body, of my earthly all, it will tranſport 
me to my beſt, my eternal inheritance; to the im- 
© mediate preſence and enjoyment of my Father and 


* Saviour, and to the ſociety of all my dear bre- . 


* thren and friends who are gone before me. 
vhs am going to his table to pay my homage 
© to. my heavenly Father; to remember and cele- 
brate the dying love of my Redeemer, who hath 
« purchaſed this inheritance for me; and to renew 


© the dedication of myſelf to his ſervice. And may 


* I have that ſpirit of love, hope and joy, which 
is ſo well ſuited to the nature and * of that 
6 ordinance !? . | | 


ArTER PARTARKING. 


Ir is ſaid of Hanmakh, the mother of the prophet : 
Samuel, that when Eli had given her aſſurance of 


the divine favour and help, She awwent away and 


did eat, and her countenance was no" more fad. (1 Sam. | 


1. 13-) Methinks this ordinance ſhould have the 


| like effect upon us: to clear our countenances of 


every 
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every thing gloomy and anxious, and fill our hearts 
with courage, hope and joy. The righteous ought 


to be bold as a lion, and ſay, The Lord is my 
light and my ſalvation, whom ſhall -1 fear? The 


Lord is the ſtrength of my life, of what, ſhould 1 


be afraid? Let us keep a reſolute guard upon our 
hearts, and never give way to à dejected, timorous 
diſpoſition. Let us pray that God would take 


from us the ſpirit of fear, and give us the ſpirit 


of love and of a ſound mind. Let us remember 
Jeſus, our ſhepherd; and truſt his power and 
grace. Let us follow. where he leads; tho? the 
path be moſt gloomy and thorny; and he will 
conduct us to his heavenly kingdom. There hall 
we ſee the dear ſhepherd of our ſouls eye to eye, 
and render him ardent and everlaſting praiſe for 
all the tender care Which he hath taken of us, 


and of all the reſt of his little flock; In the | 


mean time, bleſſed be . Gop, for all the words 
of peace and hope, which he ſpeaketh to his fee · 
ble ſervants; and that his precious promiſes are all 
ſealed and confirmed to us by the death of Chriſt, 
which we have now been commemorating!  _ 
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